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INTER-ARAB AFFALRS 


TUNISLAN=-MOROCCAN FRIENDSHIP ASSOCIATION ESTABLISHED 
Economic Cooperation 
Tunis LA PRESSE DE TUNISIE in French 19 fun 80 p 4 


[Text] Morocco and Tunisia enjoy a special and productive fraternally 
cooperative relationship. This relationship has received new impetus 
through the 2-11 June official visit to Rabat of Mohammed Mzali, prime 
minister and secretary general of the party. 


A positive repercussion of this visit, rich in many other praiseworthy 
results, is the establishment of a Tunisian-Moroccan Friendship Association 
during Mr Mzali's stay in Rabat. This initiative is even more laudable in 
that it rose from a popular level, thus sealing the communion between the 
two peoples and their leaders. 


A Moroccan and a Tunisian leader from the private sector are the pioneers 
of this project: Alaoui Moulay Abdallah and Ahmed El-Jed, both president- 
director-general and senator to the International Economic Chamber. 


Appreciative of this gesture which reaffirms further the depth of fraternal 
Tunisian-Moroccan relations, Mr Mohamed Mzali and his counterpart, Mr Mati 
Bouabid, prime minister of Morocco, congratulated the two promoters of the 
project. They also appointed Mr Taieb Ben Cheikh, Moroccan secretary of 
regional planning and development, to organize association structure and 
action plans. 


To this end, Mr Ben Cheikh, whose dynamism in the service of this objective 
has been particularly appreciated by the two parties, held a radio-televised 
press conference during which he highlighted the significance of this event. 


The Moroccan secretary of state first stressed that in addition to the 
creacion of the association, a Tunisian-Moroccan investment group was also 
being formed. 


"The exemplary relations uniting Tunisia and Morocco are beyond commentary," 
said the secretary. “These relations are not limited to the official level. 








Their foundation lies in the deepest eapirations of our two peoples. To 
give concrete expression to the privileged character of this brotherly 
friendship, private sector Tunisians and Moroccans thought it necessary 

to back up government cooperation with an activation effort on the private 
level, which would make private enterprise action more efficient. This 
effort will be expressed notably by the encouragement of solid ties between 
Tunisian and Moroccan families and the exchange of visits to accomplish 
joint projects," 


"On another level, the economic," continued Mr Taieb Ben Cheikh, “it was 
necessary to plan setting up a Tunisian-Moroccan investment group which 
could bring the indispensable support of the private sector to the economic 
effort deployed by government. The group begins operations with a modest 
capital which is expected to grow as its activities branch out." 


"It is in the context of Mr Mohamed Mzali's visit to Morocco," added the 

Moroccan secretary, "that the projects for the friendship association and 
the investment group materialized. Thus value is clothed in symbol. It 

shows the depth of Tunisian-Moroccan relations, not only on the official 

level but also on the level of two peoples united by bonds of history and 
religion." 


Mr Moulay Abdallah Alaoui is now staying in Tunis at the invitation of 

Mr Ahmed El-Jed. Messrs Alaoui and El-Jed were received by Mr Driss Guiga, 
a member of the Political Bureau and minister of the interior who assured 
them of the desire of the Tunisian Government to bring all the moral and 
material support necessary to the success of the mission of the I: nisian- 
Moroccan Friendship Association and Investment Group. 


Officers Appointed 
Tusis LA PRESSE DE TUNISIE 20 Jun 80 p 4 


[Text] The Tunisian-Moroccan Friendship Association, which was created 
during the official visit to Rabat of Mohamed Mzali, prime minister and 
secretary general of the party, appointed its Board of Directors on 
Wednesday, as follows: 


President: Ahmed El Jed 
Vice Presidents: Ridha Askri 
Mokhtar Fakhfakh 
Abdelmajid Hefaiedh 
Seddik Jeddi 
Secretary General: Ahmed Boughnim 
Deputy Secretary 


General: Fouad Lakhoua 
Treasurer: Hassen Riahi 
Directors: Lamine Guiga 


Fatma Hachaichi 
Mohamed Louati 
Aissa Baccouche 
Mustapha Dhrif 
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INTER=ARAB AFFAIRS 


TUNISIA, ARAB LEAGUE SIGN ACCORDS 
Tunis LA PRESSE DE TUNISIE in French 19 Jun 80 p 4 


[Text] During a ceremony which took place yesterday morning at the Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs, Hassan Belkhoja, minister of foreign affairs, and Chedli 
Klibi, secretary general of the Arab League, signed the headquarters accord 
setting the relationship of the Arab League and Tunisia. 


After signing the accord, Hassan Belkhoja made the following speech: 


"It gives me great joy to sign this accord for Arab League headquarters 
which determines the relationship of the Arab League and Tunisia. 


"We feel that this accord is a new step in the installation of our Arab 
organization which will strengthen its action even more and assure a propi- 
tious climate for its officials. 


"During the first period following transfer of League headquarters to Tunis, 
we were able to provide our League with all its necessities so that its 
activities would not be interrupted and it could continue to accomplish 

its mission. 


"Our objective has been to infuse new life into the League which will enable 
it to meet present-day challenges and to make possible the Arab community's 
reinforcing and coordinating its joint action. 


"Tunisia has worked and continues to work in concert with its brother Arab 
countries to overcome the obstacles which fetter the onward march of the 
Arab nations and the meterialization of their aspirations for progress, 
development and dignity, on a base of confidence, mutual respect, coopera- 
tion, and joint action under the charter of the Arab League. 


"In signing this accord, we hope to be able to contribute anew to strength- 
ening the different institutions of our League and especially those which 
have installed their headquarters here in Tunis. We are convinced that 
this accord will encourage the League's officials to devote themselves yet 
more to the service of the cause of our Arab community." 











Mr Chedli Klibi spoke in turn: 


"It gives me great joy and pride to sign with you this accord on our head- 
quarters which fixes the relations of the Arab League with Tunisia, 


"Though the transfer of Arab League headquarters to Tunis be provisional, 
as spelled out at the Baghdad Summit, it is in fact, as expressed by the 
president of the republic, an hommage rendered to Tunisia by the Arabs, 
and it pleases me to say it is also an hommage to the head of the state 
of Tunisia, President Habib Bourguiba. 


"In choosing Tunisia as the headquarters country of the League of Arab 
countries, they have spoken in favor of a country known for the moderation 
of its positions, for being respected by all factions, for its preference 
for conciliatory solutions which enable all parties to meet on the same 
platform. 


"Moreover," added Mr Chedli Klibi, "it is fundamental and necessary to 

guarantee the league a climate in which it can acquit itself of its mission 
of winning everyone's agrement, organizing cooperation, and assuring mutual 
support in the defense of dignity and solidarity in building a joint future, 


"Thus it is my duty to express my gratitude to the Tunisian government, 
which has granted all those material and moral facilities which will enable 
the Arab League to accomplish its task under such excellent conditions. 
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INTER“ARAB AFFAIRS 


OAPEP OFFICIAL ALI AHMAD ATTIGA INTERVIEWED 
Algiers EL MOUDJAHID in French 6-7 Jun 80 p 5 


{Interview with OAPEP General Secretary Ali Ahmad Attiga in Algiers at 
OAPEP interministerial conference on 6 June 80, by A. Zouied] 


[Text] In connection with the OAPEP interministerial 
conference which opens today in Algiers, the general 
secretary of the organization, Ali Ahmad Attiga, reviewed 
the principal achievemnts registered during the past 12 
years as well as upcoming projects, answering with 
clarity and perspicacity the questions asked concerning 
the post-oil era and the ties which should exist between 
OAPEP and OPEC. The interview he gave us is reproduced 
below. 


[Question] Mr General Secretary, OAPEP has now been in existence for 12 
years. What highlights would you draw from its results? 


[Answer] Within the limits of its prerogatives, OAPEP has essentially 
contributed to the dedication of a unity of spirit appropriate to mastery 
by each of its members of the energy patrimony. 


It has also sensitized the Arab officials and peoples to the importance of 
this patrimony with all that its exploitation implies through its focused 
studies as well as the seminars and conferences which it holds on energy in 
general. 


In the same way it has contributed to the realization of different joint 
projects in the field of oil and subsidiary sectors. 


Thus it has created four companies--for transport, service and oil invest- 
ments, contruction and naval repairs, as well as the Training Institute 
for Educators. 


OAPEP also plays a role in desigaing technical and administrative infra- 
structures within the framework of the seminars which it holds. 

















This is a rough summary of the principal actions of the organization, 


[Question] To what do you attribute the pragmatic spirit which has pre- 
vailed each time in the organization's choices and decisions? 


[Answer] The question is not so simple. I do not think, however, that 
OAPEP has succeeded in all fields and that the other Arab organizations have 
done absolutely nothing. 


What can be said is that OAPEP, by the nature of its fundamental aim owed 
and owes it to itself to be functional. To which are grafted obvious 
economic interests which are more keenly felt than elsewhere, where things 
are risky. 


‘Qestion}] What is the impact of the organization's oil investments on the 
industrial integration of the member countries and on Arab cooperation, 
generally speaking? 


Nonetheless, I think that oil, formerly a point of division because it was 
in the hands of foreign companies, has been a point of unity since 1973. 
For example, close to 100 companies have been created between two or more 
Arab countries since the management of oil passed into their hands. 


Naturally, we must not lose sight of the fact that each Arab country is 
sovereign and has its own options. 


It is true that oil is not playing its full role in inter-Arab cooperation, 
but I feel that the latter would have been far short of what it is at 
present if this oil had not existed. 


Moreover, the political problems have become more complex because of the 
foreign coercion which hangs over the Arab world. 


Some may feel that these problems would not have existed without oil, but 
in my opinion, the Arab world represents the center of covetousness to 
which we must respond with cooperation and solidarity. 


[Question] What difficulties are you encountering in the financing of 
rrojects planned by OAPEP? 


[Answer] It is true that all the member countries cannot participate 
whether equally or not in the financing of OAPEP projects, considering the 
resources drawn by each from its products which for some is 50,000 barrels 
a day and for others, 9.5 million barrels a day. 


But there are projects which have been financed by all member countries, 
such as that for the creation of the transportation and oil operations 
companies. 














It remains for each country to participate whether at the rate of 15 to 1/7 
percent or at 3 percent, 


[Question] Is OAPEP taking into account in the pursuit of its objectives 
what is called "the post-oil era"? 


[Answer] Of course. In this connection, our organization has undertaken 
studies so that the Arab world might have substitute sources at its dis- 
posal when its oil is exhausted, 


At the presen: stage we are striving co extend the fruits of the oil era 
while preparing for the post-oil era. 


[Question] What relations do you maintain with OPEC and what is their 
impact on world energy policy? 


[Answer] Excellent relations exist ' .\.°m OAPEP and OPEC. As you know, 
seven countries of OAPEP are also » wbe:. of OPEC and because of this they 
are a connecting link. 


An exchange of information and continued contacts also exist at the level 
of our general eecretarists. But each of the organizations has its special 
characteristics. Thus OPEC deals with questions of production, pricing 
and relations with consuming nations, whereas OAPEP specializes in the 
problems of industrial development with all its consequences in the other 
secto’s. 


[Question] What do you expect from the OAPEP ministerial session? 


[Answer] Resolutions consonant with the projects which will be presented 
and concerning the creation of a drydock in the Mediterranean and of an 
engineering company. 
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ISLAMIC APYALRS 


MOSLEM WORLD LEAGUE DELEGATION RECEIVED 
Damascus Al-THAWRAN in Arabic 23 Apr 80 pp i, 11 


[Article: "Dr Rif'at al-Asad Telis Delegation of Moslem World League That 
Resurrecting lelamic Heritage Raises Statue of Nation: |) 


{Text} Damascue--SANA--Dr Kif'at al-Asad, member of the regional command 
of the Arab Socialist Ba'th party and president of the League of College 
Graduates receiv: d a delegation of the Moslem World League yesterday noon. 
The delegation is chaired by the secretary general of the league, His 
ERucellence Shaykh Muhammad ‘Ali al-Harakan. 


The meeting wae attended by Mr Muhammad Muhammad al-hatib, the minister 
of religious truste, by some officials of the ministry and of the League 
of College Graduates and by some religious islamic scholars. Dr Rif'at 
al-Asad welcomed the visiting delegation and talked with ite members about 
the goals of the Moslem World League and the steps it realized in strength- 
ening the course of islam and in disseminating its magnanimous teachings 
throughout the whole world, 


Ur Rif'at al-Asad praieed the efforts of the secretary general in this ares, 
affirming the importance of strengthening Isiamic cooperation between Arab 
Syria and thie organization in everything that would be conducive to pro- 
@oting lelam and Arabise and strengthening relations and historical ties 
between the Arab nation and the Ielamic peoples. 


In hie talk Dr Rif'at al-Asad aleo emphasized the necessicy for action to 
create 4 rapprochement between Islamic intellectual sects so as to strength- 
en the ties of unity in the nation and to strengthen the country's power 

and ite inviolability in the face of the machinations of colonialisa, U.S. 
imperialism and international Zionisn. 


Dr Rif'at al-Asad aff.cmed the president's concern with resurrecting 
Islamic heritage, with endorsing its educational intellectual and cultural 
authenticity, with providing the componente for promoting it and with 
firmly establishing its values and its noble principles in people's souls. 
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Thie ie because such 4 trend would uplift the etatue of the Arab nation 
from the ocean to the gulf, and it would unite the citisens of the one 
nation as though they were one body regardless of their different religious 
beliefs. 


Dr Rif'at al-Asad asked in hie address to the delegation that the true, 
bright picture of lelam and of Muslims in this country, which is resisting 
the Zioniet enemy in the first battle position, be conveyed [to all Muslims). 
Syria ie defending the Arab nation and the Ielamic world, and it is pro- 
tecting their honor. 


Then the secretary general of the Moslem World League «poke. He expressed 
his pleasure with this good opportunity which enabled tne delegation to 
meet with Dr Rif'at al<Asad. Then he praised Syria's firm Arab and Islamic 
position, ite resistance in the face of aggression and ite (efforts) to 
foil the conepiracies of the parties to Camp David. He also praised the 
country's continuing struggle to liberate occupied Arab land and the city 
of Jerusalem and to regain the holy places of Islan. 


Shaykh al-Hearakan re-affirmed the position of the Moslem World League 

and of the Supreme World Council of Mosques which is rejecting the Zionist, 
imperialist and colonialist conspiracies that were taking place in the 
Arab-Islamic region. Not only have these conspiracies targeted the resis- 
tance of thie Islamic country and ite national unity, but they are also 
seeking to fragment the very being of the entire Arab and Ielamic nation 
and to diemantie ite unity. 


Hie added that Syria was and will always be a haven for Arabiem and for 
Islam. it will always preserve its pure appearance not only in the Islamic 
world, but also in the whole world. (Syria will preserve ite pure appear- 
ance] under the leadership of its fighting president Hafiz al-Asad, 
especially since Syria is the country that has been and still is proclaiming 
the slogan of unity. This slogan states that the lands of the Arabs from 
Syria to Baghdad are ay home, etc. Syria is aleo the first country that 
advocated Arabiem. It was on Syrian soil that Arab-Islamic solidarity was 
firmly established. 


The chairman of the World Moslem League delegation condemned the criminal 
and destructive acts that were committed by a mercenary and a client gang 
that cannot possibly be practicing the teachings of magnanimous Islam be- 
cause Islam is a religion of love, brotherhood, solidarity and unity. 


The secretary general of the league promised that he would convey the bright 
Islamic facts which he saw end perceived during his visit to Syria to the 
members of the league and to the Islamic peoples in the world. 


After the meeting ended, Dr Rif'at al-Asad hosted a luncheon at the new 
officers club in honor of the visiting delegation. The luncheon was 














attend d by the minister of religious truste, by some scholars, by the 
patricrchs of religious cults, by, senior officials in the League of 
Graduate Studies Alumnae and by senior officials in the Ministry of Reli- 
gious Trusts. 


The delegation had met with the echolare and with the patriarch of reli- 
gious culte in the jectuie hell at (Dankaz) Mosque before noon yesterday. 
The meeting wae attended by the minister of religious truste who deliber- 
ated with the delegation about various intellectual aspects and Islamic 
affaires, and he conveyed to them the greetings of Moslem scholare in Holy 
Mecca. 


In hie statement, the chairman of the delegation praised the results of his 
talke and of hie meeting with President Hafiz al-Asad. He referred to the 
wise directions that were emphasized by the president in the course of the 
deliberations and the exchange of views that had taken place with the 
scholare for the welfare of the Arab and Islamic nation. The president 
had aleo affirmed his continued pride in the Islamic faith, in the heritage 
of Ielam and in its spiritual and cultural principles and values. These 
constitute the course for which the Arab nation and this Muslim, Arab 
country have no alternative. The delegation aleo visited the Institute 

of Muhammad's Followers for Missionary Work and Guidance and the Islamic 
Victory Institute for the Canonical Law of Islam. 


The league delegation left Damascus yesterday evening after a visit to the 
country that lasted 4 days. During that visit the delegation met with 
President Hafiz al-Asad, with the prime minister and with senior officials. 


Before his departure His Excellency, Shaykh al-Harakan made a statement to 
the SANA corredpondent in which he praised the meeting he had with President 
Hafiz al-Asad and affirmed the importance of the fraternal talks that they 
had at this meeting. These alks dealt with the questions of the hour 
which Muslims and Arabs are thinking about. Chief among those is the ques- 
tion of liberating Jerusalen. 


Shaykh al-lHarakan referred to the joint communique that will be issued 
today about the results of his talke with officials in the country. He 
indicated that this communique will explain the broad course that was out- 
lined by the World Muslim League. This course is contingent upon the 
approval of President Hafiz al-Asad; [its objective] is to achieve a more 
fruitful effort to disseminate the true Islam and to stay away from every- 
thing that violates the provisions of the Holy Koran, the Noble Sunna 

and the principles and values which are advocated by True Islam. 
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Ietamabad THE MUSLIM in English 26 Jun 80 p 8 
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AFGHANISTAN 


BRIEFS 


KARMAL'S ‘REAL’ MINISTER--Beijing, June 12--The real Foreign Minister of 
the Babrak Karmal regime in Kabul is a Soviet diplomat named Vasili 
Safranchuk, according to an AFP report yesterday quoting an official of the 
Foreign Ministry who recently fled from Kabul. The official said the Soviet 
Minister arrived at his office adjacent to the Afgan “Minister” Shah Moham- 
med Dost, in a chauffeur-driven car, accompanied by a Soviet bodyguard, at 
eight o'clock in the morning and remained there till evening. Eight other 
Soviets had an office at the Ministry. All telegrams, all important docu- 
ments are submitted to them, the former Afgan ministry official said, add- 
ing “they are only transmitted with their signature."--Xinhua. [Text] 
[Karachi DAWN in English 13 Jun 80 p 1] 


KALAKHANIT EXECUTION AFTERMATH--New Delhi, June 15--The execution of Abdul 
Majid Kalakhani, the Afghan Robinhood, has caused serious problems for 
Afghan President Babrak Karmal. The former associates of Mr. Kalakhani, 
believed to have been executed two months ago, have vowed to drink Karmal's 
blook to avenge the killing of their leader. Reports reaching here from 
Afghanistan, and elsewhere pieced together with accounts given by Afghan 
travellers, confirm that the majority of the retaliatory killings now going 
on in Kabul and other Afghan cities are the work of his former associates. 
The official admission of the execution of Mr. Kalakhani, said to have been 
in his late thirties, was made only last Sunday by the state-run Kabul 
radio. Afghan authorities and their Kremlin mentors knew that his death 
would cause a chain reaction, as he had become a sort of folk lore here 
because of his exploits during the last 10 years. He came into his own 
soon after the Marxist-backed revolution that brought King Zahir Shah's 
cousin, the late President Mohammed Daud, to power, attracting a number 

of young men who soon learnt to do his bidding without asking questions 
and he became a thorn in the side of every successive administration--AFP. 
[Text] [Karachi MORNING NEWS in English 16 Jun 80 p 4] 
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ALGERIA 


1980-1990 OUTLOOK FOR EMPLOYMENT, INCOME GIVEN 
Algiers REVOLUTLON AFPRICAINE in French 2-8 May 80 pp 15-17 
[Article by G. Boutaleb] 


{Text} The year 1980 will see the consolidation, expansion and growth stages 
of the process started in 1966, centered, essentially, in the rapid and 
continuous growth of non-agricultural employment, which is considered the 
fundamental condition for the improvement of the standard of living of the 


people. 


The right to help oneself to a portion of the national revenue, in a socialist 
society, is linked to the obligation of working. This means that equity, in 
national revenue sharing, first takes place by participation in the national 
effort; i.e., by working. (National Charter). 


Temporary fulltime employment goals assigned to development strategy, dictate, 
then, the pursuit of an uninterrupted policy to generate jobs and workers. 


This strategy is best articulated by putting main activites of basic indus- 
try where they belong, notably, iron metallurgy and heavy machinery, con- 
struction materials, basic chemical products aud textiles. Despite the high 
cost in capital, men and organization, these investments are needed to 
ultimately develop, a durable integration in all sectors of production. 


The initiation of these important actions during this last decade was possi- 
ble, thanks to bold mining investment recovery policies in the foreign 
sector and by sustained austerity in the national sector. 








Non-agricultural employment (in thousands) 








1967 1978 Increase ._ _ = 
Industry 123 4” 907 12.1% 
BTP [expansion unknown | 71 400 329 17 i 
Serivces 374 582 208 4.1% 
Administration 506 560 254 5.6% 
TOTAL 874 1972 1098 7.8% 
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This evolution of non-agricultural employment is, to a large extent, the 
result of very pronounced and sustained effort in the field of investment, 
and the cause of considerable increases in household income and consumption 
(in present rates). 


67 78 

(thousands of Average Annual 

Algerian Dinars) Growth Rate 
Household Income 13.5 54.1 13.5% 
Remuneration (salaries) 5.8 32.8 17.1% 
Non-dependant income 5 13.9 9.7% 
Transfere 2.7 7.5 9.7% 
Consumption 9.8 47.3 15.4% 


Due to the lack of a rational scheme for numerous and varied activities in 
organization, construction, diverse services, maintenance and management, 
these large basic investments created all kinds of difficulties, critical 
delays and high cost overruns. Furthermore, to answer external needs, 
caused by these investments, an acceleration of hydrocarbon export programs 
and the mobilizetion of loans, in the international market, was demanded, 
under very difficult terms and conditions. 


This evolution is manifested, in its initial phase, by a swelling of imports 
and foreign debt and, in its secondary phase, by anticipating our future 
export resources, especially gas, to satisfy the ever increasing amortization 
needs of incurred debt. 


Capital financing, despite budget restrictions and delays in the accomplish- 
ment of social investment was accrued in critical amounts in the course of 
these past years. That's why capital requirements have increased at a 
sustained and faster rate than the volume of national production. According 
to the Ministry of Planning and Administration for the territory, financing's 
annual growth rate surpassed by 6 percent that of the gross national product, 
during the 1968/72 period and by 9 percent during the 1975/78 period. The 
accrued rat’ of inflation, therefore, proves to be considerable: through 
simple ext.*»polation of tendencies, beginning with the increase of capital 
requirements, we immediately obtain an increase of more than 70 percent 
during the course of the 67/78 period. 


The pumping of such quantities of money into our economy (Central Bank 
advances to the Treausry have climbed to 8.8 thousand dinars, solely during 
1978. These advances reached 6 percent during the secondary phase), is 
clearly caused by the deterioration of the buying power of the dinar, particu- 
larly for salaried [individuals], aggravating distortions in income distri- 
bution. 
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A Very Rigorous Equalization 


The most urgent task in the next phase of our development will be a very 
rigorous equalization of investment capital at the appropriate levels within 
the economy to maximize return, as well as, produce the most efficient 
utilization of the existing production apparatus. 


In addition, the National Charter strongly states, repeatedly, the political 
desire to bring about our gradual growth and satisfy our needs by building 
a modern performing economy, while relying on our own abilities. 


The concretization of examples defined by the Charter, in fact, revolves 
around two closely related premises. The first one works through the organi- 
zation and the control of the economy, in order to increase our performance 
capacity and consolidate human and institutional courses for our socio-eco- 
nomic system. The second one works through resource allocations, permanently, 
granting the privilege of implementing basic social objectives, concerning 

the improvement of the standard of living of the population (itself condi- 
tioned by demographic growth). 


Progressing at an average annual growth rate of 3.2 percent, the population 
will reach 27 million in 1990. This will, obviously, have a determining 
impact on the size of efforts to be undertaken to satisfy the basic needs 
of the people, in matters of education, employment, consumption, health, 
housing, etc. 


The determining factor, in face of the diversity and complexity of the tasks 
ahead, will depend on the availability of skilled workers to sustain, at the 
same time, the progress of the organization and the increase in raw material. 


Administrative Needs 


Basing oneself on the norms of foreign economic structural qualifications 

in, roughly, comparative conditions, corrected by parameters proper to the 
working conditions of our economy, the Ministry of Planning has evaluated 

the new administrative needs for the decade at, 200,000 superior level 
managers, more than 500,000 middle management personnel and close to 1.3 
million other skilled personnel in all sectors (including internal promotion). 


Simple manual labor or barely skilled labor, which represented close to 

50 percent of the whole work force in 1975, shouldn't be more than 30 percent 
in 1990. On the other hand, the percent of skilled workers, should go from 
an average of 30 percent in 1979 to more than 49 percent in 1990. 


Predicted and desirable employment trends, during the decade, are supported 


primarily, by construction, consumer goods industries, intermediate goods 
production and services sectors. 
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With investment, in the public sector, decreasing lightly (chosing projects 
with less capital requirements), consumption should increase, This growth 
plays a determining role in the creation of jobs with objectives of 
increasing individual and collective consumption, 


QUALIFIED EMPLOYMENT 
(in thousands) 














1979 1980 Increase 

Management 100 200 200 
Technicians and 

control supervisors 360 900 540 
Skilled workers 505 1805 1300 
TOTAL 965 3005 2040 
Outside management 

Management 40 150 110 
Technicians and 

control supervisors 105 400 295 
Skilled workers 450 1600 1150 
TOTAL 595 2150 1555 





Predicted goals project an annual consumption increase, per inhabitant, in 
the order of 4 percent, during the decade with a differentiated evolution 
for food consumption (over 2.5 percent), industrial consumption (5 percent) 
and services (6.5 percent), causing, then, rapid production growth rates 
and, also, employment in consumer goods industries and services. 


Income Growth 


Non-agricultural employment, in this perspective, could more than double, 
reaching 5 million jobs in 1990, or, an average annual rate of over 7 percent. 


Quantitative and qualitative employment evolution will cause an important 
income growth, especially, concerning the non-agricultural economic sector. 
Although rresent global estimates of income volume and its sharing are very 
fragile (income tax understating, laxity in the classification of categories 
by level of skill, etc.), a projected number for household gross income 
(taken in 1979) was elaborated by the Ministry of Planning. 


17 





GROSS HOUSEHOLD INCOME 
(thousands of Algerian Dinars) 




















Annual 
1979 1990 Growth Rate 

Non-agricultural economy 52.3 146.1 9.8% 
Salaries 37.5 113.6 10, 6% 
State transfers 3.8 13 11.8% 
Non-salaried income 13.6 23.9 5.3% 
Trans ers to agricultural population -2.6 =4,4 
Agricultural economy 12.8 20 4.1% 
Salaries 2.4 3.6 3.8% 
Non-dependant salaries 5.4 7 2.4% 
Other non-agricultural salaries 0.6 1.6 9.3% 
Transfer 4 7.8 6. 3% 
TOTAL INCOME 65.1 166.1 8.9% 





In a general way, policies predicting a very equitable revenue sharing, 
among all worker categories, rely, primarily, on employment growth and 
diffusion, constant improvement of its structure and the elimination of 
stoppage and u.der-employment situations. But, it is evident that strong 
pressures, on the availability of products destined for consumption and 
insufficient control in generating and distributing income, imply the need 
for maintenance of compensating mechanisms to improve and safeguard the 
income of the more disadvantaged populace, directly subject to the effects 
of monetary erosion. 


In order to appreciate comparat‘’ve evolution of standards of living, beyond 
income growth, it is, in effect, indispensable to take into account real 
inflation rates and the capacity of different economic agents to fight 
against monetary erosion, which aggravate distortions between income and 
create many opportunities for the establishment of speculative investment. 


The researched objective of 4 percent per year, per inhabitant consumption 
growth, should also be modulated among different categories, throughout the 
decade, in order to slow down undernourishment, in the poorest areas, and 
to discourage tendencies of secondary products consumption. 


Food consumption, in the total picture, should diminish, progressively, 


going from the current 54 percent, to 43 percent in 1990. Consumption of 
industrial products, should, on the other hand, rise from 33 percent in 
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1979 to more than 37 percent in 1990 (average annual growth rate greater 
than 8.5 percent): income increases, growth of housing, transportation, 
education and health needs (caused by the present deficit situation and 
demographic pressure) will, as a result, upset the demand for industrial 
products and services, 


Investment and production programs should be conceived and strongly articu- 
lated, taking into consideration household consumption. Balance between 
these programs and the needs of larger consumption should be rigorously 
followed and controlled, not only in the organizational level of priorities, 
but also in the control of production objectives. 
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ALGERIA 


OIL PRICE STANDARDIZATION DISCUSSED 
Algiers EL DJEICH in French May 80 pp 59-61 


[Article by A. Belheimer: "Gas: The Necessary Reevaluation" material 
enclosed in slantlines printed in boldface] 


[Text] The past month brought numerous rumors spread in the most official 
way (weight must indeed be given to the falsehood!), informing Western 
public opinion about the "stoppage" of Algerian gas deliveries to France. 


They will be belied by the departure of a tanker ‘oaded with gas from 

Hassi R'mel on the night of 9 to 10 April 1980. For his part, the minister 
of energy confirmed at a press conference held on the 9th of the same month 
that it has never been a question of either suspending or interrupting 

gas deliveries to France in order to pursue the negotiations between 
SONATRACH [National Company for the Transport and Marketing of Hydrocarbons] 
and Gaz de France [GDF] under good conditions with a view toward a price 
raise after GDR's unilateral decision to charge $3. 


There is no suspension or interruption but a reduction, say the least 
dishonest of the media. LE MONDE of 16 April 1980 announced that of 14 
methane tankers expected 10 in fact crossed the Medit«rranean in January, 
6 in February, and 3 in March of the current year. This drop in deliveries 
has been confirmed by the Algerian officials who attribute it to "technical 
reasons,” because of the difficulties with the functioning of the Skikda 
liquefaction plant, an achievement of French industry. 


On the American side, it was El Paso Natural Gas Co. itself which requested 
in writing the halt in the deliveries of Algerian gas starting in the 
beginning of April because the Carter administration had denied it the 
price demanded by Algeria. Now, what price is Algeria demanding? 


It is price which stems from a principle articulated around parity, indexing 
of the price of gas with that of oil and the taking into consideration of 
the preferential profit which our gas should enjoy because of its /quality,/ 
the /proximity/ of the markets of consumption, the /large investments/" 
authorized for equipment and processing operations which at the time were 








not reliable and which constituted enormous risks," in Mr. Nabi's opinion, 
and finally, the /dependability/ of the supply, since the Algerian contracts 
are the only ones to be effective over 20 years at a time when those 
concluded by the other exporters do not exceed 2-3 years. Despite the 
importance of the facts which militate in favor of a fair reestablishment 

of the price of our gas, the purchasers refuse even to recognize admit what 
they have already been conceding to other suppliers for a long time. 


Indonesia has been delivering its gas at $4.5 after having tied its price 
to that of oil in its deliveries to Japan since 1978. Abu Dhabi has 
increased its GNL [liquid natural gas) prices by 113.6 percent since the 
beginning of the year, raising millions of BTU's from $2 to $5.39, and 
Mexico forced the USA to acknowledge the principle of indexing in 1979, 
In fact, El Paso is paying $4.47 per million BTU for the gas it imports 
from Canada and Mexico. 


The $6 demanded by Algeria is largely justified at the moment and, in our 
opinion, cannot in itself justify "intolerable pressures exercised by 
several clients against a single seller," as Mr. Nabi emphasized. 


Gas seems increasingly to be the detonator of a crisis naturally "turned 
down low" in any relation between a progressive state and capitalist 
partners. For them it is a question of reducing to the utmost the financial 
capacities capable of procuring gas in order to free us from indebtedness, 
(facturer) our dependence with respect to food while waiting to reduce it 
and to pursue national development. 


The battle which our country is presently fighting is thus in many respects 
the direct continuation of the struggles fought in order to recover our 
natural resources. The experience gained reveals that it i no longer 
enough to decree national sovereignty over the latter in order for them to 
serve development automatically. These resources in fact cannot increase 
the means of development without a consistent, thus permanent, policy on 
the readjustment of prices. 


As the president of the republic declared, "Algeria has the right to defend 
its oil and gas resources. It has the right to sell at fair prices. 
History will never be able to accuse us of having failed our duty, of 
having permitted the exploitation of the people's resources at dirt cheap 
prices. This is something which we will never accept, if it means stopping 
the exploitation of our wells. 


The present price is indeed dirt cheap since it was recently reported that 
the receipts from gas "are scarcely enough to cover the cost of the 
technical assistance utilized in the gas sector (!)." We think this price 
is all the lower since the delays caused by breakdowns of equipment result 
in major overruns and impede increases in production and consequently the 
reimbursement of the considerable loans which had to be made in order to 
construct them, 








Te eay that our gas ie cheap ie thus quite obvious, Moreover, thie hae not 
escaped even the most renowned rightist circles, 


Net long ago the French daily newspaper Ei MONDE could not refrain from 
acknowledging that “the terms [of the El Paso contract) were, it is true, 
particularly attractive for the Americans." 


Thie outburet of pity ie otherwise shared by 4 certain crowd which is trying 
to make use “listen to reason” by reminding ue of the losses which we have 
already sustained because of thie “gas crieie” (F 500 million on the French 
side and $2 million on the American). They see in it a fatal injury to 

the national economy, failing to mention that the receipte from gas etill 
represent only 6.71 percent of total receipts from hydrocarbons. 


Thie ise the current situation. it will probably change appreciably in the 
future since our country's natural gae reserves put it in fourth place 
after the USSR, Iran and the USA. 


Although still not predominant as 4 source for accumulation of capital 
for development, gas ie nonthelese of vital utility for our partners. it 
accounte for 28 percent of total energy use in the USA and represents 17 
percent of the total consumption of capitalist Europe. 
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ALGERIA 


RELATIONSHIP OF OIL PRICING TO 5<YEAR PLAN DISCUSSED 
Algiers EL MOUDJAHID in French 11 Jun 80 p 5 
[Article by Mohamed Benchicou: "Two Complementary Battles") 


{Text} Like all the other oil-exporting countries, Algeria has a vital 
interest in OPEC's struggle to upgrade the value of hydrocarbons. 


This 57th OPEC conference is even more decisive because it takes place at 
a time when Algeria is getting its 5-year plan underway, whose major 
directions have been given to it and debated at the grassroots level and 
which will be ratified during the next FLN congress. 


If the problems have matured, the strategy of each of the member countries, 

in preparing for the best possible post-petroleum period guarantees, is, on 
the other hand, still confined by restraints which financing from the sole 
export of hydrocarbons, and dependence on this single source of revenue, place 
on them. 


For Algeria, therefore, the fundamental objective at this 57th OPEC conference, 
as well as at the 58th to take place in December, and the OPEC heads of state 
summit meeting on 1 November 1980 in Baghdad, will be to fight for a 
remunerative price, i.e., one which will guarantee the ability to finance 

the 5-year growth plan without resorting to an international loan, the goal 
for 1984 being to reduce our rate of indebtedness in 1984-85, and to bring 

it down to 14 percent of our total exports. 


Algeria is aware that this struggle will not be an easy one to wage, due 

to the hostility which the capitalist world is always inciting against the 
OPEC countries, in general, and against those which carry on any real policy 
of economic independence, in particular. 


The strategy of weakening the progressive countries by international 
capitalism is being vehemently developed, recently against our country. 
Evidence of this is the blocking of Algerian demands for a just price for 
its gas and, likewise, Iran's isolation tactics on the international oil 
markets. It cannot be denied: imperialism will not tolerate, both among 
the oil-exporting countries as well as the Third World, a development 
strategy which will lead to economic independence. 
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The only form of “development” which imperialiem will accept is that which 
is established within ite syetem and which will not jeopardize ite control 
and domination of the Third World, 


Once again, then, OPEC's solidarity is being put to the test. As long as the 
organization remains united, offensives against member countries will be 
punished by failure. 


And to this end, the demand for a just price should be accompanied by a 
unified position from among all the producing countries. 


Parallel to this, for the oil-exporting countries, questions about exclusive 
financing by hydrocarbons have been and continue to be asked. For Algeria, 
as well as all the other members, it is a matter of establishing a schedule 
of planned productivity, to hinder exhaustion and prepare rationally for 

the post-petroleum period in keeping with the interests of every OPEC 
country, and no longer dependent on the appetites of the multinational 
companies and those of the West, so accustomed to unbridled waste. 


For Algeria, these imperatives are the subject of deep concern, because 
exercise of sovereignty over hydrocarbons is even more vital today, since 
the 1980-84 5-year plan proposes as its foremost objective economic indepen- 
dence by achieving economic integration and significantly increasing 
production at all levels, and by reducing as much as possible all forms of 
dependence on foreign countries. 


Schematically, the problem is presented in such a way: it is necessary to 
finance the building of socialism through the sale of our hydrocarbons, 
which admittedly will not please the West. 


And with this in mind, in harmony with the OPEC members, and considering 
its specific approach to growth and its imperatives, Algeria intends to 
apply its hydrocarbon sovereignty, beginning with a strategy that can be 
summed up along three lines: 


--The struggle for a remunerative price to guarantee its financing capacity, 


--The adaption of hydrocarbon production according to its internal financing 
needs, as contained in the 5-year plan which itself sanctions a break with 
the standard and strictly financial conception, 


--For the middle and long term, to encourage other sources of financing for 
the economy. 


Right now, the readjustment of the price of oil and the alignment of the 
price of gas with that of oil, are vital imperatives, because of the place 
occupied by hydrocarbons in our country's revenues. 


it is undeniable that hydrocarbons constitute the greatest part of our foreign 
currency returns. Likewise, it is evident that their valuableness is 
decisive for the 5-year plan's success whose purpose is not, as bourgeois 
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circles would have ue believe, to endow itself with a "financial surplus" 

that would result from the oil-exporting countries’ abuse of power, Rather, 
the goal is to finance growth plane based on prices indexed according to world 
trends for equipment imported from the West which, even more than oil, have 
had a staggering increase due to inflation and the depreciation of the dollar, 
Without a permanent readjustment of the price of oil, the main source of 
revenue, the producing countries will never be able to build up their economies 
before their reserves are exhausted, That holds true for Algeria as well 

ae the other OPEC countries. For, while it ie true that OPEC's oil] revenues 
over the period 1974-79 have nominally gone from 91.1 billion dollars to 185 
billion dollars, the real value price-wise since 1974 has only increased 0,9 
billion dollars, from 91.1 to 92 billion dollars between 1974 and 1979, given 
a 15 percent annual rate of inflation, The real value of oil overall has 
stagnated in 6 years, in spite of the readjustments, while the media has 
emphasized only the nominal increase in oil revenues which, according to it, 
would have reached 103 percent for the same period. 


No one should overlook the fact that the sole objective of relying on such 
figures, apart from all economic and social realities and laws, is to deceive 
public opinion and turn attention from the method of conscious and organized 
exploitation used by the multinationals, not only with regard to the producing 
countries and the Third World, but also toward the people in the capitalist 
countries. 


What does this breakdown in oil's purchasing power mean for Algeria? 


The process of development, established by the plans and dictated by the 
National Charter's orientations, is linked to a clear political willingness 

to effect a change in the social structure, and not just, as a goal in 

itself, to speed economic growth. As a result, priority from the outset 

has been given to industrial investment and equipment and to the rural spheres. 
The desire for economic independence as a continuation of the political 
independence wrested during the November 1965 struggle for national liberation 
lends a special importance to projects which have a direct industrializing 
effect on agriculture (fertilizer, tractors, farm machinery, etc....) and 
which strengthen the internal bonds among the different productive economic 
sectors, increasing work productivity there in a relatively balanced way. 

Thus, the projects of both sectors, industrial and agricultural, which were 
elaborated with a view toward mutuality and interrelationship, have significantly 
benefited the goals of Algeria's growth plans. 


For that, they have speculated on their financing ability, beginning with 

oil, whose returns nominally have experiened a considerable increase, reaching 
24.3 billion dinars in 1977 (22.9 billion for crude oil, 760 million for 
refined products, 109 million for LPG [liquified petroleum gas) and 618 
million for LNG [liquified natural gas]), and 40 billion dinars in 1979. 


On oe basis of these returns, and by carrying out projects judged ambitious 


by the West, the investment rate has changed, since the first 4-year plan 
got underway, around 45-50 percent of the GNP (84 billion in 1978). 
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However, despite the definite increase in oil revenues, the projects have 
not been able to reach completion, and delays have been reported in the 
fulfillment of the two 4-year plane, 


Algeria Confronts the Capitalist Practices of Hindering Development 


One of the main reasons is the imperialist economic offensive against the 
country, aided, it ie true, by complications at the national level, and 
defects in the internal inetrumente of control, which are themselves due 

to the weakness of democracy in the APC, APW [Governorate Popular Assembly), 
and in businesses, as well as the often poorly managed technocratic 
administrations which are concentrated in the hands of a few. 


This economic offensive, deployed through a system of pillage, based on 
inflation, surcharges, long delays, monetary devaluations, and facilitated 

by focusing our trade on the capitalist world, was seen in the fact that in 
1978, the guarantee rate of imports by exports was lower compared to 1976. 

By the devices set up to reduce the purchasing power, Algerian oil, despite 
1973 increases, could no longer finance the projects. "Never have the minimal 
readjustments which had been wrested since 1974 equalled the rate of world 
inflation. Thus, it is estimated that the price of Algerian oil has lost more 
than 50 percent of its value due to the effects of inflation,” estimates 
AFRIQUE-ASIE, No. 194-95 of September 1979. 


This decline in value is consistent with the problems encountered by Algeria 
in its growth efforts relating to the world capitalist market, which are 
mainly: 

--The worsening of trade conditions, 

--The restrictive practices of the multinational firms, 

--The difficulties in gaining access to financial markets, 

--The discriminatory maneuvers with respect to treight. 


The worsening of trade conditions between Algeria and the foreign partners 
(95 percent capitalist) has been caused by imported inflation and surcharges. 


Using the different rates of world inflation as a parameter, the UNCTAD, 
measuring the internal effect which world inflation has had on Algeria, 
showed that, for 1976, and based on the volume of imports, which represented 
44.9 percent of the GNP in 1976, a 10 percent world inflation rate brought 
with it a 4.4 percent domestic inflation rate in Algeria. 


This vulnerability of the OPEC countries to the phenomena of inflation is 
the basic reason forcing them to return to a method of indexing crude oil 
prices according to the world inflation rate. 








That ie why a price readjustment, asked for at all the OPEC conferences, has 
been necessary and is just a8 necessary today. 


it is an even more vital imperative that Algeria embark upon a new growth 
plan and that it put all the odds in ite favor, 


Along with these repercussions that the world inflation rate has had, Algeria 
was the victim, during the second 4-year plan, of another system which deteri- 
orated ite purchasing power: surcharges, which have regularly put 4 strain 
on import prices, 


3 1975, the import price index suffered a staggering increase compared to 
1973, 


In other words, the product which cost Algeria 1,000 dollare in December 1973 
cost the same country 2,446 dollare in December 1977. 


An important example was the natural gae liquification factory of ARZEW (LNG 1), 
whose costs went from 40 million dollare in 1974 to 1.2 billion dollars at 
the end of 1977. 


The process of diminishing our ability to finance the projects was marked 
by other practices, including discrimination on the freight markets (as for 
all underdeveloped countries). The capitalist countries imposed customs 
tariffe providing that products with a crude base (such as oil) or half- 
converted producted were to be imported at rates of zero or near-sero. Since 
the customs tariff corresponded to the degree of the product's conversion, 
the underdeveloped countries have arbitrarily been kept functioning solely 
as exporters of crude products, since they cannot come up with the import 
duty costs imposed on advanced conversions of their products. Because of 
that, the OPEC countries’ enormous imports (mainly industrial equipment) 
have experienced tariff increases, in addition to the difficulties with 

the harbor infrastructure, etc. And Algeria is no exception. 


Finally, the other major maneuvre worsening our financing capacity has been 
the restrictive legislation adopted by some Western countries toward Algeria 
with regard to credits and capital. 


Thus, the OPEC countries must pay certain “partners” 30 percent of the value 
of the contract when the order is written (as opposed to 10 percent for 
other purchasers). In this area, there is a consensus at the OFCD against 
the OPEC countries. 


Specifically, the effects of such discriminatory financial practice have 
meant, for Algeria, highly negative attitudes toward certain growth plans 
for which it has not agreed to invest 30 percent as a down payment. Still 
more concretely, some will say that these practices have been the beginning 
of the abandonment of projects with one Western country estimated in 1975 
at about 4 billion dollars. These narrow-minded measures have put a4 great 
burden on Algeria's growth plans. 
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in genera’, these are the reasons for which Algeria's demand and that of all 
the other JPEC countries ie 4 just and legitimate reaction aimed at protecting 
ite purchasing power and ite ability to finance the growth plane greatly 
compromised by international capitaliem's various pillaging practices. 


The combination of these practices and the low price of crude have led 
Algeria to research ways to supplement ite financing. Thies is far from being 
the ideal solution, even if Algeria's trade on the international money 
markets rests on secure guarantees: oil and gas resources. Just because 

the country's capacity for indebtedness is great does not mean that it has to 
use it without limite, 





Therefore, with a view toward guaranteeing a volume of considerable financing, 
without resorting permanently to international money markets, and toward 
guaranteeing economic independence, 4 new strategy must and will be developed 
by the country: 


--Concrete exercise of hydrocarbon sovereignty, and 
~-Struggle againet the practices of the capitalist world. 
To Produce Energy According to Our Needs 


The concrete exercise of hydrocarbon sovereignty consists of two volleys: 
one at the international level and the other at the national level. 


The first volley is the struggle on the part of the other OPEC countries to 
strengthen its organization in ite battle against the cartels. This struggle 
is unified by the demand for a remunerative price according to the degree 

of purchasing power which is attained, as we have just seen, and to the 
integration of Algeria's strategy into OPEC's long term strategy, to avoid 
using up the oil before the buildup of other sources of growth (industry, 
agriculture according to an integrated method). 


The hydrocarbon sector must be the subject of special and watchful attention, 
as noted by the central committee at the close of its second session. it 

is not a matter of selling them “against the many-colored notes which are 
constantly depreciating,” to use President Chadli's terms. 


On the contrary, it is a matter of determining the level of our hydrocarbon 
exports in the framework of national planning, in terms of our real growth 
needs (and not of adapting our growth to the hydrocarbon sector). 


From now on, we must determine the level of hydrocarbon production in 
accordance with: 


~-Middle and long-term financial needs, 


--Our economy's future energy and raw material needs for a petrochemical 
industry, 
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Financial capabilities and the ability to bring massive investments to 
full term, 


~=Satiafaction of the popular masses which has been given priority by the 
S-year plan, 


~-Prospecte that oil] will be exhausted in the near future, 


Regarding the strategy of our etruggle against neocolonialism, to protect 
our financing capabilities and avoid the effects of the deterioration of 
our nation's purchasing power, which we have seen above, it must include a 
consideration of the tasks involved in a buildup along anti-imperialist 
lines, 


In fact, the fight againet the practices of the capitalist world is embodied 
in the orientations of the next 5-year plan and in the statements of 

Mr Brahimi, minister of planning and management for the territory. They 
are mainly: the reduction of foreign aid, control of all reliance on money 
markets; control of the release of AGI [expansion unknown] to businesses; 
the activation of inetrumente which would annually control the plan's 
fulfillment, to react immediately to any reevaluation of investments; 
domination of the economy in the area of the organization (fight against 
waste, strangleholds, bureaucracy...); the reduction of construction costs; 
establishment of an effective price and [translation unknown] policy: all 
this, of course, against a larger background which is the integration of our 
national sectarian with the inter-sectarian economy. 


That assumes, of course, a total redefinition of our foreign trade. 


As the central committee emphasized, it is necessary now to begin strengthening 
our trade with the Third World (less than 4 percent of imports and exports) 

and with the developed socialist countries, so that we might act in the spirit 
of the national charter which recommends “expansion and diversification of 
foreign economic relations. Such a policy will serve as a means of fighting 
against dependence on foreign countries and as a factor in consolidating 

our national independence and the success of the policies of independent 


grovth." 


Of course, the most decisive guarantee factor is and remains the widespread 
participation of the popular masses and a watchfulness on their party at all 
levels of conception, execution and control, so that they might truly be 
convinced that progress is within our reach, and that the project will be 
accomplished for the good of the masses. We will finally be able to look 
forward to the post-petroleum period with serenity. 











Tri-Monthly Increase of 
Price Indexes For Imports 
(Based on 100 for 1973) 


let 2n 3d 4th 

3 Months 5 3 Months 3 Months 
1975 161.7 171.4 166.7 169.7 
1976 180.7 184.8 202.0 210.8 
1977 212.2 223.7 233.9 244 .6 
Source: OPEC 
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ALGERIA 


DECENTRALIZATION OF PLANNING DEVELOPMENT 
Algiers EL DJEICH in French May 80 pp 60-61 
[Article: "Planning: For Global and Interregional Balance"] 


[Text] Regional seminars have been organized by the minister of planning 
and national development within the framework of democratization of economic 
life and the increasingly greater participation of the local entities in the 
definition and elaboration of the national development plan. 


During the speech inaugurating the series of seminars, Mr. Brahimi, who is 

a member of the Central Committee and the minister of planning and national 
development, emphasized the inadequacy of decentralization and the expansion 
of the decision-making centers in order to ensure the success of the next 
plan with its scientific and democratic approach. 


During the first seminar, which was held in Oran, Mr. Brahimi lay stress on 
global and interregional balance and announced the imminent creation of a 
directorship of planning and development at the level of each wilaya. He 
then said, “The APC [People's Communal Assembly) as well as the APW 
[Governorate Popular Assembly] which resulted from the last elections have 
the responsibility of setting up the next plan and implementing it, the 
wilayate and communes having gradually becoming economic agents directly 
responsible for meeting the citizen's daily needs." 


After a brief presentation of reports by the respective wilaya officials of 
Sidi-Bel-Abbes, Tlemcen, Mascara, Mostaganen and Oran, the 250 political, 
administrat' ve and technical cadres who participated in the seminar were 
divided into five commissions instructed to study the problems of agriculture, 
small and medium-sized business, local development, marketing and housing. 


After Oran, Djelfa played host to the regional seminar on planning. In his 
vpening speech, Brahimi wished to make clear the irreversible option 
inscribed in the National Charta and the resolutions of the fourth FLN 
[National Liberation Front] Congress, namely, the impossibility of ensuring 
democratic planning without extending the decision-making powers to the 








local structures of authority. An impetus decisive to the regional balance 
will be registered through the information collected by the local authori~ 
ties. 


Three objectives were developed with respect to assistance for the develop- 
ment of the high plateaus. It is a question of better distributing settle- 
ment, reducing divergences in incomes and deploying activities concerning 
the Djelfa, M'si la, Saida and Tiaret Wilayas as a whole. 


After the appointment of the five commissions and the presentation of their 
reports, which were the subject of general debate, the seminar on planning 
traveled to the Eastern region where Brahimi proceeded to give his opening 
speech on 16 March 1980, in the presence of the party cadres, the adminis- 
tration of the Constantine, Annaba, Buelma, Skikda and Jijel wilayate. 
After the East, it was the Batna region's turn. On 29 March 1980 a 
regional seminar on planning was held in Ou@rgla. A strategic region which 
is essential to the country's development, it constitutes the entire 
country's reserves of raw materials and energy. This region is the 
guarantee of life for future generations. Representing four-fifths of 
national territory, ite boundaries riparian with African countries, its 
potentialities are so many opportunities for making it a crossroads of 
trade and cooperation between Saharan countries. 


The sixth and last regional seminar on planning brought together the Alger, 
Tizi-Ouzou, Beja'ia, El-Asnam, Bouira, Blida and Medea wilayate. 


This last seminar, in which the president of the republic and general 
secretary of the party, Brother Chadli Bendjedid, took part, was for a long 
time a compendium of information on the economic situation of the country's 
central region, as well as an inventory of specifically local problems of 

a strictly technical nature. Each of the five commissions was clearly 
used to examine the problems of the sector which is within its competence. 
The evaluation of the "agriculture and hydraulics" commission offered a 
voluminous mass of information on the agricultural situation in the country. 
This is an agriculture which is suffering from numerous problems which are 
particularly complex, such as bureaucratic centralization, political choice 
and the shortage of manpower. For a democratically conceived and elaborated 
development plan, the decisive contribution of the working masses at the 
conception of the plan is not merely beneficial, it is indispensible for 
proper appreciation of the needs and capacities for construction. 
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ALGERIA 


MINISTER OF EDUCATION MEETS WITH STUDENTS TO .SCUSS CRISIS 
Forces Behind Crisis Examined 

Algiers EL DJEICH in French May 80 pp 2-3 

{[Editorial: “The Mask Falls") 


[Text] Once more the mask has fallen away, uncovering all the ignominy of 
a new web of conspiracies aimed at undermining the foundations of the Al- 
gerian Revolution. 


It was in fact under the cover of pseudocultural demands that a handful 
of unscrupulous individuals in the service of neocolonialism and imperial- 
ism committeed a series of acts of sabotage and vandalism -- the last card 
imperialism plays -- thereby demonstrating their allegiance to the sworn 
enemies of the Algerian people. 


There is a great difference between cultural demands and what happened at 
Tizi-Ouzou and Oued-Amizour. 


Burning the national flag, destroying monuments erected in the memory of 
our glorious chouhada, tearing up and burning copies of the Holy Book, pro- 
faning and looting mosques, destroying any emblems or signs written in 
Arabic and replacing them with Latin inscriptions and finally, proclaiming, 
chanting the return of colonialism, are all reprehensible acts that arouse 
the censure and indignation of any sincere patriot. 


The attempt on our most sacred values can leave no one indifferent. Nor 
can the guise of cultural demands dupe the Algerian people. 


On the contrary, every Algerian enamored of his country will recall these 
acts and all their implications. 


They are but the obvious sign of the beginning of a vast and dangerous plot 
whose sole purpose is to denature the just fight toward which our chouhada 
traced the path. 


These acts blaspheme the memory of the million and a half martyra and insult 
the survivors of the liberation war who still carry in their flesh and 
hearts the terrible sufferings they endured. 
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Although Algeria has grown accustomed to being the target of all kinds of 
attacks, inatigated by the enemies of the revolution since 1962, the date 
of our independence, we can in no way say that what has happened is the 
natural consequence of attempts made on the dignity and honor of Algeria. 
Rather, it is something more dangerous in its goals and more precise in 
its organization. 


What we are witnessing does not resemble the border aggression of which 
Algeria was the victim following independence in any way. Likewise, it 
is different from the sabotage operation in 1976 when the headquarters of 
the national daily EL MOUDJAHID were bombed. 


These acts are not similar to the dropping of a shipment of arms over Cape 
Sigli or to many other attacks whose targets were the revolutionary masses, 
their achievements and their national unity, which brings us to ask: Just 
what are they trying to achieve? It is not at all surprising that the 
enemies of the people choose the precise moment when Algeria is deploying 
intense activity on both the domestic and international levels to manifest 
themselves. 


Moreover, it is undeniable that the avant-garde role which Algeria plays 
within the framework of the fight waged by the Arab nation and the African 
continent upsets and worries imperialist circles. 


As a result of the exemplary militancy which Algeria has demonstrated 
among the Third World nations aspiring to free themselves politically, 
economically and culturally from the tentacular domination of colonialism 
and neocolonialism, Algeria's enemies are now combining their efforts 
against a country that has become far too much of a nuisance. 


The latter cannot pardon Algeria for its legitimate right to revise its 
energy policy, which had never been in keeping with its national interests. 
By questioning the established relations that played into the hands of 

the foreign monopolies, Algeria dealt a heavy blow to those monopolies. 


Based on these facts, we can make a connection between the events that 
took place at Tizi-Ouzou and Oued-Amizour and the attempted demonstration 
conducted before the Algerian Embassy in Paris. 


The synchronization of the dates and the similarity of the slogans leave 
no doubt about the collusion of the imperialist forces with a tiny group 
of lost souls serving as the tool for the execution of such a vile task. 


The cultural demands are but a screen, sand thrown in the eyes of the 
Algerian people in order, through a few nostalgic zealots, to carry out 
the most despicable action aimed at restoring a past now gone forever. 


The Western information organs, the French media in particular, resentful 
and hostile to Algeria, echoed this subversive maneuver, outrageously 
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distorting the veracity of the facts both before and during the events, 
turning into the advocates of the cultural question -- safeguarding a 
cultural heritage — on the subject of which the National Constitution 
is categorical, especially with respect to language and culture, 


The National Constitution emphasizes the need to bring about a cultural 
revolution in the country, a revolution that will restore to the Algerian 
people their spiritual elements and foundations, their civilization, their 
authentic values. It also openly emphasizes -- following broad debates 

by the people -- the Algerian national identity and its reinforcement 

and the achievement of cultural development in all forms. The Arabic 
language is naturally a basic element of the cultural identity of the 
Algerian people, for one cannot dissociate the Algerian personality from 
the national language that is its expression. 


The Algerian people have a good memory. They will never forget their long 
history with colonialism, which many times tried to impose the policy of 
division and disunity of them. It also made every effort to sow doubt 
about national unity. 


The foundations of the personality of the Algerian people: a single lan- 
guage, a single religion, a single history and a single civilization, will 
remain the cement of our national unity, sealed by the blood of our glor- 
ious martyrs. 


If today it becomes necessary to pose the question of culture in its scien- 
tific concept, it can only be done from a unitary angle, considering that 
culture is a spiritual resource that is constantly renewed and created, 
that goes hand in hand with a material blossoming of Algerian society and 
that expresses its achievements as well as its aspirations. 


It is therefore the property of the Algerian people as a whole, along with 
all the other resources, and belongs only to the Algerian people who are 
eminently concerned by it inasmuch as it is linked to the existence, sur- 
vival and destiny of the people. 


This means that posing the problem of culture in terms of its development 
and growth concerns the Algerian people as a whole within organic frame- 
works and precise methods of action, rather than a specific group, faction 
or region. 


This question must take into consideration the constantly evolving national 
and international context, our place in a civilization and our support for 
a political line, given the fact that the Algerian people is a Muslim, Arab 
people belonging to the Arab-Muslim civilization, with respect to its 
language, religion, history and destiny. Consequently, Algeria is an 
integral part of the great Arab nation from which it cannot be dissociated. 


That is why it cannot live in isolation and ignore the geopolitical factors 
affecting it. 
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lt te therefore a question of making Algeria play an effective role in the 
civilisation to which it belongs and prevent local dialects from becoming 
a vehicle for regression, fanatictem and tribaliem. Rather, they must be 
cultural elements nourishing the national cultural heritage. 


Our revolution is now going through a decisive phase and requires thought 
contributing to the enrichment of our experience in the different domaine, 
not narrow ideas concocted in Parisian drawing rooms or the back rooma of 
furetgn special services, 


The purpose behind these things is to strike at national unity, which, like 
an invincible rock, has shattered all the conspiracies woven by colonialiem 
and neocolonialieam and has risen up in the face of the new maneuvers of 
imperialiem and local and regional reactionaries. 


in this situation, “we shall fight by every possible means sny attempt made 
on national unity, whatever the slogan,” ae the president of the republic 
and secretary general of the party said in the speech marking the close of 
the regional planning seminar. Algeria will never allow haggling over its 
principles, especially in the area of national unity, no matter what diffi- 
culties are erected in its path and no matter how many plots are hatched. 


Ae te their wont, the live forces of the revolution will confront an~one 
trying to attack the nation's unity or spread doubt about its glorious 
hietory, ite Arab nature, ite Ielam or the correctness of ite options. 


Dangers of Extremism 
Algiers EL MOUDJAHID in French 30-31 May 80 pp 1-2 
[Article by Hamid Aberkane] 


{Text} On Thursday morning, Abdelhak b-erhi, member of the Central Com- 
mittee, minister of higher education and scientific research, initiated the 
first portion of a series of meeting-debates with students from the Houari 
Boumediene USTA [expansion unknown] and the other universities. 


Today he plans to go to the Tizi-Ouzou university center and tomorrow, he 
will once again meet with the members of that community in Algiers, along 
with students and teachers. 


For some time now, the situation has been quite tense in some of our univer- 
sities. It is for the sole purpose of relieving this tension that the 
minister plans his frequent tours. The desire for dialog expressed by the 
country's leaders and debate with the rank and file and the entire univer- 
sity community have been the measures adopted in several exceptional cir- 
cumstances, as when it was necessary to ensure a routine opening of the 
academic school year -- without claiming that the conditions were ideal -- 
to discuss the deeper concerns of the university community and enriching 

a platform of action with the participation of students, professors and 

















workers {rom the university secter, in addition to that of the highest 
authority of the ministry involved, and with the help of representatives 
of the mase organizations, the UGTA (General Union of Algerian Workers] 
and the UNJA [National Union of Algerian Youth). 


This desire for dialog has been expressed by a determination to seek maxi- 
mum partnership, in the broadest and most democratic possible way, with 
what one can call without euphemiem the university family. 


The dialog begun by the minister with the university rank and file is not 
only circumstantial because this is the only healthy democratic way of 
approaching problems. It was chosen and tried and has yielded results 
because it has, at the beginning of the past two or three academic years, 
helped restore an atmosphere of confidence to our universities. However, 
thie desire for dialog has not been noted at all decision-making levels 
where, one must emphasize, not all doors are always open to students and to 
the other members of the community. 


Numerous problems that have accumulated over the years are now being taken 
up, discussed and included in a platform of action that is soon to be con- 
sidered by the national conference on higher education and scientific 
research. University planning, gradual and scientific Arabization, Alger- 
ianization, socialist administration of the university: No topic has been 
hidden, neglected or minimized. On the contrary, these are subjects that 
have been widely and adequately debated and consequently, the university 
has been able to move ahead to a new phase, that of application, after 
going beyond observation or mere reflection. 


Objectively speaking, why have this democratic program and these new work- 
ing methods not made it possible to avoid tension that was clearly fore- 
seeable and whose consequences with regard to stability in the university 
are incalculable? The new situation that has arisen in some of our univer- 
sities actually does not have pedagogical reasons. The conflict has gone 
beyond that stage. It is no longer articulated around the strike; the 
question is no longer whether the courses are to resume, It is political 
in nature, as the minister has said, as soon as a faction or splinter 
group seizes for its own benefit the undeniable and effectively sacred 
principle of democracy. 


What is actually happening in the universities? Providing a precise answer 
to this question that Algerians are now legitimately asking themselves is 
not easy; one must make a profound analysis of the internal and external 
political environment in which they operate. And yet, it is undeniable 
that a crisis situation has been created in recent weeks by marginal, 
extremist actions at Ben-Aknoun, the Central University and Bab Ezzouar. 
Some say they are acting in the name of a political system -- which one? — 
that is not, at any rate, the one found in the National Constitution. 
Others call themselves the real tutors of the revolution or the spokes- 
men of islam, God and the Prophet. A climate of violence has taken hold 
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of the university and things have gradually become clear since these same 
circles, not satiafied with imposing their views, have moved to direct 
action and decided to institute their law, their eyatem, their courte and 
pronounced their sentences. 


In these universities, the climate ie one of violence and intellectual 
terroriam. Students specifically marked and labeled have been attacked 
and both men and women students at Bab Exeouar or the Law Institute have 
been maimed for life. 


Ase the minister publicly told USTA students on Thuraday, the danger stems 
from thie dangerous extremiem that threatens the very existence of the 
inetitution. It has lead to a situation of violence harmful to the 
university and ite unity. 


The second danger stems from a rather arbitrary tendency of cataloging 
atudents, dividing them, arbitrarily assimilating those who are pious or 
good Muslims as “Muslim brothers," identifying in a facile manner the 
ideology of young and honest patriots, sticking erroneous labels on sincere 
young people who have deep socialist convictions or who, under the aegis 
of the UNJA, straightforwardly support the principles of the National Con- 
stitution. These prejudices are denounced by the ministers, by youth 
representatives and the national student committee in order to open the 
way to dialog and concerted action. 


One obviously cannot deny that antisocialist tendencies have arisen within 
the university. Their designs ill conceal their tendency to exploit the 
sincerity of young people, the legitimate demands of students and teachers, 
the faith of some and the patriotic feelings of others. And yet, the 
truth is not in what they are introducing, but rather, in what is the fruit 
of democratic reflection and the result of a national consensus, in the 
objectives of the National Constitution which, as the president of the 
republic and secretary general of the FLN emphasized, can no longer be 
queetioned. Neither the political phenomena of fundamentalism nor the 
infantile malady of leftiem will be able to become a system in our country, 
in which the only path remains socialiem, that of the National Constitu- 
tion. That is the necessary point of demarcation. 


A solution to the crisis shaking the university existe. It resides in 
dialog, which is also a powerful weans of isolating extremiem and fanati- 
ciem. it is the path which the minister has proposed to those who still 
refuse to accept it and who have chosen their own path. Dialog makes it 
possible to find together the solutions to the legitimate concerns of the 
university community, to its pedagogical problems, to our demand for a 
unified national culture in all its diversity -- debate does remain open -- 
to the recruitment of Algerians, extension of Algerianization, Arabization 
or maximum limite placed on foreign assistance. 











Dividing the university on the basie of prejudice and false negative 
labels leads to an amalgam as irresponsible as one established on an 
abusive and erroneous distinction between Arabic= and French-speaking 
persons or on regional or subjective bases, with one group being indis- 
criminately called "reactionaries" and the others "progressives." 


The Algerian university is one and indivisible. By setting itself apart 
from a certain extremism, by going beyond falee divisions by the inatitu- 
tion of dialog, it will undoubtedly succeed in overcoming these trials, 
in opening up or, to use Minieter Brerhi's expression, in not “revolving 
like a paramecium in a molecule of water.” it will then have managed to 
exclude from ite ranks those elements that are truly dangerous to the 
National Constitution, socialiem and the Algerian Revolution, 


Deepening of Revolutionary Democracy 
Algiers El, MOUDJAHID in French 2 Jun 60 p 1 
[Article by Halim Mokdad) 


[Text] Thanks to courageous and praiseworthy measures, the dialog and 
concerted action preached by the president of the republic are now begin- 
ning to win our over narrow group interests and extremisms of all kinds 
in our universities. The melting pot of democracy par excellence, a cultur- 
al hotbed by vocation and a crossroads of revolutionary, avant-garde ideas 
by tradition, the university is in the forefront of the political scene 
and it is taking ite place in an increasingly responsible and militant 
way. There is an ever clearer demarcation between the “swimmers in 
troubled waters" with their shady dealings and the greater student body 
which is close to the concerns of the people and naturally inclined to 
mobilization behind constructive tasks. 


Thanks to the edifying debate, the traumatiems and false divisions are in 
the process of disappearing. With the national situation being what it 
is, an analysis of any new situation depends on a critical, lucid and 
courageous examination, the broadest possible unity behind solutions that 
respond to the aspirations of our people -- the famous patriotic consen- 
sus — and that work for the mobilization of objectives set by the National 
Constitution. Clearly, having a better grasp of our problems within a 
suitable framework of expression that is both alive and creative, using 
the weapon of enlightening debate, will disarm the “reactionaries-until- 
the-bitter-end," the counterrevolutionaries about which the least one can 
say is that in a climate of ideological confusion, they do their best to 
aggravate social, cultural or other tension, destabilize the country and 
bring progressive accomplishments into question. 


Antidemocratic, nepotic or other practices must be eliminated by a merci- 
lese struggle at all levels. History will record the debate underway as 
a furthering of revolutionary democracy, which is the major task at hand 
for several reasons, the first of which is to remove the numerous ambiguities. 
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it has been a well-known fact, since Algeria regained ite independence, 
that the moet contradictory ideological currents have tried to divert the 
revolution from ite normal path: national, patriotic and anti-imperialist, 
NATO — or more precisely, in terms of the etruggle, the Atlantic Pact — 
acculturation, dispossession, economic extravereion: all concrete facte 
againet which the Algerian people as a whole rose up. The people's mem- 
ory te aleo made of the wildest dreams that are now coming true, Against 
all expectations, culture, ideology, the people's social aspirations for 
justice have remained the same, They perhaps constitute the foundations 

of a revolution that should have been called “cultural.” 


Development and its requirements undoubtedly face continuing cultural de- 
mands, It is true that problems have been posed and are still posed in 
terms of priorities. For example, we know how the problem of Arabization 
was posed. We aleo know in what terme cultural probleme are now posed and 
how the cultural vehicle has been loaded with messages, codes and ideo- 
logical imperatives. This is a typical example of perversions, deviations, 
poor analyses and social ambition. 


The events at Tizi-Ouzowu are remarkable in this sense: Despite the calicu- 
lations of counterrevolutionaries with links abroad, they posed the prob- 
lems of the people's culture in current terms. They are aleo remarkable 

in the sense that they are imposing on the national conscience, through the 
debates taking place in the universities, the need for a political solution 
to cultural problems. 


The slogans dictated by the revolutionary leadership of the country are 
clear: Democracy is an apprenticeship: avoiding a split between intellec- 
tuale and the masses; fighting extremiems; at all times and in all places, 
creating the conditions for enlightening debate; avoiding blindness; 
carrying revolutionary democracy further after the Fourth Congress, and 

80 on, 


These are not slogans empty of meaning. On the eve of the special FLN 
congress that will be devoted exclusively to the next plan, these slogans 
are at one and the same time orientations and concrete proposals for free- 
ing ourselves from the imperialist grasp, finding at home the proper man- 
agement methods and che most suitable means of production for providing for 
and satisfying the social needs of our people. 


On the eve of the debate on the Third Plan, we must know how much agricul- 

tural and industrial financing will cost. We must know whether the univer- 
sities, the prime melting pot of democracy, are capable of answering these 

questions. We must know the real cost of technological transfers in 1980, 

1981, 1982. We must know precisely the analytical abilities of our intel- 

lectuals in engaging in a debate, in debating with related institutions and 
mass organizations concerning our problems in order to ensure the progress 

of the revolution. 


40 








Democratic Debate in University 
Algiers EL MOUDJAHID in Prench 2 Jun 60 p 2 
|Article by Hamid Aberkane) 


[Text) (APS)=-On Sunday afternoon, over 5,000 etudents participated in 

a4 meeting-debate at the Central University in Algiere with Abdelhak Brerhi, 
member of the Central Committee and minieter of higher education and scien- 
tific research, 


Before opening the debate, the minister spoke to the students in a democra- 
tic and responsible language, saying: “Together we shall make a political 
analyeia of the current situation in the Algerian university.” He recalled 
that the students at Tizi-Ouzou had spoken of the dossier on national 
culture and that the chief of state provided all the detaile at the third 
session of the Central Committee. In particular, he said that we are in 

an Arab, Muslim, socialist and above all, Algerian country, whose culture, 
including the Berber heritage, we do not deny. 


Constantly referring to the students at Tizi-Ouzou, the minister said that 
they spoke of democracy especially within the framework of the university. 


"We are in agreement,” he said, “but as President Chadli has stated, we 
must avoid anarchy.” 


Brerhi praised the Bab Exzouar students with whom he met on Thursday. “They 
were able to make a distinction between those who are for the National Con- 
stitution and those who are against it." 


He recalled that there are extremists of all kinds who use the passion of 
youth for antirevolutionary purposes, 


Within this context, he advised students not to fall into the trap of the 
partisans of division. ’ 


"We must begin a continuing dialog,” he stated, before adding that the 
university must not remain outside of society. He noted that students must 
be concerned with the problems of the country in order to be able to make 
a realistic analysis. 


"There definitely exists a cultural gap," he admitted, “but the university 
can make 4 great contribution and its action must be linked to political 
training.” 


In yielding the floor to the first student, Brerhi stated: “The university 
will emerge from these debates strengthened." 








The debate wade it possible to clarify the origines of the movement now 
underway in the university community, Positive epeeches supported the 
idea of militaney at all levels, revolutionary action and the socialiaet 
option, Several etudents stated that if every person is imbued with the 
National Coneatitution, « major etep will have been taken toward the reso- 
jution of problemas, 


Some students denounced the persone who have used the national cultural 
heritage as 4 preteat for disorder. They recalled that thie heritage 
belonge to Algerians as a whole and not to a few individuals. 


One student deemed it necessary to examine the dossiers of persons suspected 
of belonging to anti-Algerian networks. 


It should be emphasized that most of the speeches had to do with issues 
involving the concerns of the students and the country in a general way. 


Single Path: Dialog 


Yesterday afternoon, the Central University in Algiers held its meeting, 
attended by thousande of students who had come to find an answer to their 
concerns, to learn the reason why the university is now in a situation of 
tension and distrust. The minister of higher education and ecientific 
research, who was holding his third meeting with students yesterday, after 
those at Bab Ezzouar and Tizi-Ouzou, proposed a democratic dialog. As 

he had done eleewhere, he spoke quite rapidly in order to yield the floor 
to those who wanted to speak. 


The method used, that of open debate, was the path making it possible to 
restore a climate of confidence and understanding. "I have come to propose 
a democratic debate sad to try to joi with you in finding a way to unblock 
the situation.” In cum, thie was Brerhi's introduction, in which he re- 
peated to the students at the Central University the message of the presi- 
dent of the republic: "Furthering democracy within an organized framework" 
80 as to avoid any excess or dangerous adventuriem. 


The choice of the University Library commonce was made after it was decided 
that the Benbatouche Amphitheater was too smail to hold the maximum number 
of students. However, the fact that there was no theater to contain the 
thousands of students and professors affected the conduct of the debate 
because most of those wishing to speak could not all go up on the plat- 
form. The meeting was far from the perfect organization at the University 
of Tizi-Ouzou, where the end of the debate was announced when all parti- 
cipants wishing to speak were able to do so, or even at USTA, where the 
meeting shifted from the restaurant to the outdoors and where the minister, 
using a loud speaker, was easily able to communicate with several thousand 
students. This time, it was unfortunately necessary for him to intervene 
several times to restore calm because some had obviously come, not to 
enjoy their right to expression, but to agitate and prevent any calm debate, 
which did not fail to irritate those present. 
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Nevertheless, despite these passing incidents and after Brerhi had re- 
peated over and over that the principle of democracy resides in respect 

for the speakers, many were heard and asked the minister about the problems 
concerning them, Some were anxious to “clarify the situation.” 


The situation in the Central University and in certain inatitutes no lLong- 
er gives rise to the question of whether or not courses should be resumed, 
Distrust and the atmosphere of confrontation have disturbed university 

life and affected the student body, especially since certain elements have 
decided to prevent the normal conduet of courses and others are bent on 
imposing violence. Among the first speakers, many denounced such violence, 
Uncontrolled behavior emerged from the excessive remarks of some elements 
that had come to resume their agitation and accentuate the artificial divi- 
sion of students between Muslims and those who are not (7?) [sic] and be- 
tween Arabic-speaking and French-speaking students. The latter are pre- 
sented as enemies of the former and of Arabization. Inversely, therefore, 
the former are “supporters” and “defenders.” In the face of the problems 
posed objectively, this amalgam was greeted only by protests and boos. 
Platitudes were heard, along with other totally new expressions: “gauchos" 
and “fashos," to use the words of the minister, who revealed that there 
definitely exist extremist factions in the university. 


In the political or religious language of these two poles, it was at no 
time a question of socialism or democracy -- and when they did speak of 
them, it was in the restrictive sense they gave to them — of the National 
Constitution or national or the people's culture, united in all its diver- 
sity and of which “the Berber culture is only one part,” as Brerhi empha- 
sized. 


The debate was often marked by brilliant speeches that correctly presented 
the problem of the prisoners, a subject which the minister took up each 
time, at Tizi-Ouzou and Bab Ezzouar, saying that justice would be "calm 
and fair." 


The “cultural” question was again taken up yesterday in the speech of the 
minister and numerous speeches by students. In his answer, Brerhi indi- 
cated that his future examination would make it possible to debate, in the 
universities as well as among the people, the question concerning all the 
Algerian people and not only an institution. 


It was nearly the same issues as at Tizi-Ouzou and Bab Ezzouar, in addition 
to the need for “objective information," that reflected the greatest sen- 
sitivity. 


Dialog and concerted action are the essential instruments which Brerhi 
used to relieve tension in the university and contemplate the proper solu- 
tions to real problems. Even if the meeting did not take place under 
ideal conditions, it was highly positive and demonstrated the university 
community's welcome for the minister and his determination to face the 
problems of the Algerian university, without neglecting or concealing any 
one of then. 
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Tigi-Ougou University 
"After thie meeting, I can leave full of confidence." 


This was the simple, spontaneous remark made by Abdelhak Brerhi following 
a 3J-hour debate with students, teachers and workers at Tizi-Ouzou Univer- 
sity, where he had been warmly welcomed. His words were widely echoed 
by those who had attended the meeting, expressing the general feeling, 
because on the other side, in a room packed with 2,000 students, teachers 
and others (the number is not important!), one had the impression of a 
return to a necessary store of confidence. Nor was thie the first time 
that the minister had met with Tizi-Ouzou students — thie time in the 
compound — to open a dialog and provide students with the necessary 
clarifications and listen to them in turn. The impression gained while 
listening to the speeches, in an atmosphere that was impassioned and yet 
objective, was positive. Problems were presented and their interest, 
timeliness or scope was stressed. In an atmosphere that was both correct 
and relaxed, against a background of concerns expressed over and over 4- 
gain, the debate continued for 3 hours, interrupted only by applause, when 
the minister would make an essential point or when, in a moving speech, 
Stambouli, head of the Department of Letters, made clarifications, or 
when a speaker, whecher a teacher or male or female student, set the tone 
of the debate by the clarity of their remarks. The meeting took up all 
the events that have taken place at Tizi-Ouzou, events that have taken an 
unforeseeable turn because of how they were exploited by outside forces 
hostile to the Algerian Revolution and aimed at dividing our people and 
attacking the accomplishments of the nation as a whole. 


"We are for national unity, Mr Minister. There is no reason to bring up 
such a question. We are for socialism, the national language, a national 
culture united in all its diversity," the students sincerely replied. 


Stambouli's speech was remarkable: "It was the students who hoisted the 
flag in this university," or, on the subject of the national language: 
"No one has a monopoly over it. We learned that language at a time when 
its teaching was forbidden.... Its real enemies are those who claim to 
defend it, who pull strings with the education inspector in order to 
reserve a place in the bilingual section for their children.... The 
Arabic language has always been the language taught to the poor." 


Most of the remarks were along the same lines. The majority avoided repe- 
tition, but there was unanimity on certain essential issues: “the prisoners, 
information and the people's cultural heritage." 


The situation became less tense in the university, where it was decided to 
resume classes, following a vote by secret ballot. Those who attended 

the meeting expect a great deal from the country's leaders. In this con- 
nection, the minister said that he had become President Chadli's inter- 
preter of these concerns expressed by the families of the prisoners and 
their colleagues, 














Consequently, thie wae the first problem raised at the university, perhaps 
not always in the same terms, as soon as the minister appeared in the 
room, where he was greeted with applause, Brerhi and the students were 
already caught up in the spontaneous enthusiasm over getting down to the 
business at hand — that te, the questions already outlined, 

. 


The debate continued at length on these pointe. 


Brerhi spoke, but only briefly, in order to leave more time for the debate. 
In particular, the minister mentioned the phenomena appearing throughout 
the Algerian university, mainly leftiem and fundamentalism, 


"The president of the republic has asked me to emphasize the scope of the 
dialog. This path is indispensable in order to take up the real problems 
of the rank and file, find proper solutions to all problems and avoid 
adventurism and anarchy." Regarding the question of national culture, the 
minister stated that "the cultural problems posed, those of a national cul- 
ture united in ite diversity, are real, along with those of housing or 
education (and so on), but the danger would be a crisis of impatience." 

On thie same question, Brerhi said that "the dossier concerns both the 
students and the people as a whole." 


Other subjects taken up by the students at Bab Ezzouar were mentioned by 
the minister in his address, in addition to the question of how represen- 
tative the university institutions and mass organizations are, the further- 
ing of democracy or the necessary position in favor of the National Con- 
stitution. 


After yielding the floor to Stambouli, who spoke of the "distorsion of 
the events that have happened at Tizi Ouzou," students took their turns 
at the microphone. 


One of them said that “there are different reasons for the discontent." He 
then made a series of concrete proposals for resolving the situation of the 
resumption of courses, which is taking place “on the basis of renewal." 


Speaking on behalf of university students, one young man expressed the 
viewpoint that “the country's unity has not at any time or in any way 
been brought into question, nor has there been any attempt to take over 
the cultural problems, which are those of the entire country." After 
listening attentively to the speakers, the minister stated that all the 
proposals will be included in the cultural dossier. Another student asked 
the minister “to intervene on behalf of the prisoners." In his answer, 
Brerhi said that everything will be conducted with strict respect for 
constitutional legality and that “justice will be fair and serene." 


"We expect a great deal from the political leaders." These moving words 


were pronounced by a young member of the audience. They seemed to receive 
unanimous backing of those present. 
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Everyone is in agreement on normalization, "but all available means must be 
provided to guarantee it," we were told by one student as we left the 

room, The debate was to continue in emall groups. Everyone claimed to 
support dialog, democracy and freedom of expression. 


Saturday's meeting was truly a first step on the path of clarification and 
understanding. The probleme were better defined. How they are to be ap- 
proached remains to be seen, It will be a question of methods and suitable 
leadership. 
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EGYPT 


NEW PHASE LAUNCHED BY SADAT ANALYZED 
Cairo AL~AKHBAR in Arabic 17 May 80 p 3 


[Article by ‘Abd al-Fattah al-Dib: "The Meaning of the New Phase that Began 


in Egypt; What Does it Mean in Terms of Authority of the State; the Difference 


Between a Minister and a Minister of State") 


[Text] Political analysts say that President al-Sadat's speech to the 
People's Assembly in commemoration of the Corrective Revolution included 
an in-depth analysis of the new phase. He drew a complete picture to the 
constitutional institutions of our country. Now, it is the turn of these 
institutions to begin implementation of this comprehensive plan to fulfill 
the three strategic aims: building peace, democracy and prosperity. 


The analysts refer to the president's letter which he sent months ago to the 
executive, legislative and judicial authorities, in which he reminds them of 
the 9 principles which the people approvedinthe most recent plebiscite. 

He points out the necessity of commitment to the people's consensus. The 
analysts consider that this letter clearly marked the beginning of the new 
phase, or, as they say, the real zero hour for the beginning of the new 
phase. 


The Cabinet's First Task 


Analysts also say that the president's assumption of the position of prime 
minister is deeply significant during this phase. It clearly means that 
there will be no slackness or failure in fulfilling the people's wishes and 
removing their problems. It also means that the new cabinet's first tasks 
are achieving prosperity, removing problems and strengthening democracy. 
The analysts anticipate that the new cabinet's meeti:’ — ‘e coming phase 
will concentrate on researching and studying all the . » Of the people, 
the most important being those of supply, pricing, housin and transporta- 
tion. President al-Sadat announced that he will devote 95 percent of his 
time to internal affairs and will not permit any failures of the executive 
branch in fulfilling the hopes and wishes of the people. 
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Full Authority to Governorates 


There is a strong correlation between the transfer of full authority to the 
governorates and the idea of the president's assumption of the prime minister's 
duties. There was no need for governorates, including remote ones, to be run 
from Cairo. On reading that some of the 13 new governors were not from their 
respective governorates, the people may have wondered: "Has it been decided 

to stop the experiment of appointing governors who are citizens of their 
respective governorates? 


The analysts’ reply is that the appointment of some governors who are not 
citizens of their respective governorates does not mean that those who left 
their jobs as governors are considered a proof of failure of that experiment. 
The experiment had its advantages and disadvantages. One of its advantages 
was that the governor was able to recognize more quickly his governorate's 
problems and cooperate with its residents, and did not need to take a long 
time to study these problems and feel his way to their solutions. One of 

its disadvantages was that the local governor sometimes has reservations about 
making the correct decision for the public at large, either because this 
decision affects his relatives or friends, or because those who have the 
opportunity to be near him when making a decision, as friends or relatives, 
may not give honest, unbiased advice. At any rate, the prevailing opinion 
is not to be committed to choosing a resident of a governorate to be its 
governor. 


The appointment of 13 ministers of state in the new cabinet is in harmony 
with the new decentralization and the transfer of all authority to local 
governments. What is a minister of state, and what is the difference between 
him and the minister? 


Analysts say that the minister of state is the minister whose executive 
responsibilities are distributed to local governments, and who is left with 
the duties of planning and follow-up. For example, let us look at the 
ministry of health. The building of a hospital in a governorate is the 
responsibility of the minister of state for health with regard to planning 
and financing. However, the implementation, management, operation and 
supervision of the hospital are the responsibility of the governorate 

where it is being built. 


Education: Between Aswan and Cairo 


Another example is in the ministry of education. Its duties in the new 
phase are planning and setting up educational programs and procedures, The 
localities are responsible for administering their schools and deciding on 
classes, examinations and other schedules. It is not acceptable at this 
stage for a ministry of education inspector to go from Cairo to inspect 
school conditions in Aswan. The same applies to all 13 ministers of state 
in relation to their ministries. 
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What about the ministry of supply? Why is it centralized and not a ministry 
of state, although this ministry's duties in the new phase are major and 
important? 


The auswer is that it is unimaginable that the ministry of supply's responsi- 
bilities be only for planning, leaving, for example, distribution of 
governorates’ shares of supplies up to the governorates. This ministry must 
remain centralized and responsible for the distribution of supplies to the 
governorates in a just and unbiased way. 


The Legislative Authority and the Building of the State 


Next, we shall discuss the responsibility of the legislative authority in the 
new phase. 


Analysts say that this responsibility could be summed up as the completion of 
the building of the state. The legislative authority has almost completed 
all that was requested by the people in the latest plebiscite. There remains 
the Tax Law which has not yet been presented to the People's Assembly and 

the new Land Reform Law. 


Analysts emphasize that the role of the People's Assembly in the new phase 
will be a major one with regard to deepening democracy, especially after the 
Assembly approved the constitutional amendments that the people will be 
consulted on next Thursday. The first of these amendments is that our 
democratic system permits the existence of many parties. Analysts believe 
that the majority as well as opposition parties should, in practicing a 
higher level of democracy during the new phase, stay away from abuse and 
attempts to trade in slogans. Competition will simply be through offering 
competitive pro, rams that serve the people and their interests. 


The analysts point to the most important constitutional change, which is 

the repealing of the Emergency Law. They say that the repealing of martial 
laws has a basic meaning which is: the call of the May Revolution to 
replace revolutionary legislation with constitutional legislation has become 
a reality. It also means that each person would know what his rights and 
obligations are in advance, through the constitution and the law. 


Clear Limits of State Authority 


The second meaning of the repealing of the Emergency Law is that the 

various state authorities are clearly limited by the constitution and by law 
and cannot exceed these limits by encroaching upon other authorities or the 
citizens. 


The third meaning of the repealing of the Emergency Law is that any change 
in the social system will not be imposed by any authority from above, but 
will occur through constitutional amendment. For the first time since 1866, 
the people's representatives undertake an amendment according to the 
constitution. 
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The Press 


In this context, analyete find that the press has huge responsibilities in 
the new phase. This ts confirmed by President al-Sadat's desire that the 
press be represented as an authority during his historical speech before 

the People's Assembly, in which he proclaimed the beginning of the new 
phase. They also distinguish national presse from party press. They say 
that a party press has the right and duty to reflect and announce its party's 
programs, and to accept or reject laws based on whether or not they are 
suitable to their programs. With the new phase, the party press must build 
bases and traditions for party dialogue and democratic activity. This means 
that the party presse should not exploit failures to make ringing headlines 
and limit iteelf to that. Neither should it try to exaggerate the negative 
and stop there, as if it was the end of the world. 


it is the duty of the press in the new phase, as the analysts say, to concen- 
trate on what ensures prosperity for the citizen and what guarantees him 
recognition and improves his performance within the framework of constitutional 
legislation. 


When analysts talk about the national press, they point out the necessity of 
having the press reflect the pulse of the street and be a true mirror of 
society, ite hopes and pains, so that the editor or chief editor does not 
impose his personal opinions on the newspaper's policies. They say that, 
until a supreme council for the press is formed, each newspaper must form 
an editorial council that determines the paper's policies. The editor must 
meet with his assistants to draw up policy, so that the national newspaper 
vould represent public opinion, and the journalist would get involved in ail 
issues and would engage in criticiem as well as praise. 


A Message to the Citizen 


Analysts emphasize one important point which is that the repealing of the 
Emergency Law at the beginning of the new phase is so important that it makes 
the citizen ask himself: “You have received all your rights. What are your 
ob ligat tons"? 


Our democracy has become complete and deep-rooted and there is no reason for 
citizens to be negligent. We want the government to provide schools, roads, 
electricity and transportation. Where can the government get its revenues 
to provide all these services? Productivity is the magic key to prosperity. 
The higher the productivity, and the more the citizens give, the more able 
the government becomes to achieve prosperity. 


We got a good start to achieve prosperity. What remains is that we should 
all place our hands and hearts together and back the man who leads the 
journey. God's hand guides ours. 


9455 
cS0: 4602 














EGYPT 





OPPOSITTLON LEADER OUTLINES HIS VIEWS 
Cairo ROSE AL~-YUSUF in Arabic 19 May pp 13-15 


[Interview with Opposition Leader Lbrahim Shukri by Samir ‘Izzat: "There Is 
a Farmer In the People's Assembly Who Rides a 20,000 Pound Mercedes; 
Government Owes Housing Development Companies 300 Million Pounds; We Must 
Pause to Evaluate the Production Experiment After Six Years") 


[Text] The opposition usually interrogates others. But, 
for the first time, the opposition leader, Ibrahim Shukri, 
agreed to be interviewed by ROSE AL-YUSUF in a dialogue 
conducted by Samir ‘Izzat, which lasted over three hours. 


Interrogating according to government practice is accusing. 
Based on that, I began the dialogue by accusing the 
opposition leader. 


[Question] You are accused of exploiting the difficulties of the masses. 


[Answer] This accusation has no meaning. Any statement can be either 

true or the opposite. We are against inflating, exaggerating, or examining 
an issue from unfavorable angles. Through discussion and dialogue we can 
arrive at whether the truth is closer to what the opposition or the govern- 
ment says. It is in the public's interest to air the people's problems. 
This, in iteelf, gives the people a sort of psychological comfort which 
makes them exercise patience until the problems are actually solved. 
Ignoring problems increases people's resentment and causes them to be over- 
come by dispair. 


[Question] After a year and a half of the labor party's practicing democracy, 
what has it achieved? How can you describe its role in the development 
plan and in making political decisions? 


[Answer] From the time the party was established and began its activities 
until now, it has been trying to explain itself to the masses, especially 
considering the circumstances in which it started. The party faced some 
problems as to the proper basis for building an effective opposition. It 


51 














was looked at a8 an artificial opposition, ae there were at the time other 
opposition parties in the People's Assembly. We believed that our new oppo- 
sition enjoyed President al-Sadat's and the National Party's esteem. However, 
others explained this ae an attempt to create an opposition with a limited 
role which would act ae if it wae a genuine opposition. We, therefore, had 
to correct this misconception with one word [judge us by what we) “practice.” 
This is our principal guidance. 





[Question] Does the party say that ite purpose is to give rise to an 
atmosphere of tension in which differences between the opposition and the 
government are brought to light, and in which, at the same time, each side 
maintains a stance of objectivity? 





[Anewer) This is exactly what has happened. Last year we discussed the 
government's report in a very objective way. We found gape in dealing with 
important problems, the most important of which was housing. We asked 
questions to clarify the situation. There was a general discussion about 
increased production when statistics showed that cement supplies were 
gradually decreasing. Government programs do not meet all the housing needs. 
Discussions did not lead to convincing explanations. The minister of 
housing then kept silent. Thus, we had to submit a question which induced 
the offering of positive suggestions and changed the approach to the housing 
problem. We heard that a senior committee was being formed, headed by Mr 
Husni Mubarak, to implement a housing strategy. Then a special committee 

of the national party, headed by Engineer Husayn ‘Uthman, was formed. The 
government's program this year was more positive, containing solutions to 
many of the problems which we previously mentioned. 


Despite all this, the crisis is still severe and increasing. I think the 
government drew up a big and important plan, but execution is stumbling. 
According to my information, the reason for the delay in the budget until 
now is the unavailability of sufficient cash with companies in the public 
sector who have not started implementation of thie year's program. 


In relation to liquidity, we must know that the government owes the 
companies 300 million pounds, thus causing the companies not to implement 
anything unless they receive part of their budget allotments. 


When I asked some officers of public sector companies why they would not 
implement the housing plan in place of other uneconomical or tourist- 
related projects, they said that they did not do so due to the lack of cash 
which makes them turn their attention to other activities. 


[Question] Does this situation push yau toward another government 
interrogation?’ 


{[Anewer] We actually are going to wait for a while, then we will ask what 
part of the general program has actually been implemented. 
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[Queetion} It was confirmed that most, if not all, of the July revolution's 
negative pointe were caused by the absence of democracy. What do you think 
of these negative points after nine years of the corrective revolution? 

What do you think of the practice of democracy and the fucure of political 
activity in Egypt? 


|Anewer) Your question about the July revolution is 100 percent correct. 
The absence of democracy can cause mistakes in any revolution or regime. 
The opposition offers some sort of antidote. One can move away from past 
direction through party democracy and through greater opportunity for other 
opinions to be voiced. As long ae 4 dialogue is sincere and emanates from 
true nationalistic motives, ite result is in everybody's favor. 





| will give you true examples. When the subject of Pyramid Hill was raised, 
the government put up a desperate defense of the related contract. There 
was opposition. I believe that if a constructive dialogue had taken place 
from the start, the agreement could have been modified in a way that would 
not have hurt thie potentially good tourist project. However, they insisted 
that the agreement must be signed as is, and the company began work on the 
project. But orders finally came to stop the project, resulting in the 
current problems which could have been avoided. 


Fast implementation and the absence and suppression of other opinions are not 
the correct approach. The correct approach is to make room for other 
opinions and even encourage their expression. 


it ie againet the country's interest to have the majority decide without 
listening to other opinions. These may be right, or, at least, may reveal 
some hidden difficulties. 


One should never think that the ruling party's opinion is the one that must 
win. People would then imagine that the opposition does not offer anything 
new and cannot change or share in making a decision. 


[Question] Does this mean that the opposition is on a dead-end road? 


{[Anewer| The latest we have seen after nine years of the corrective 
revolution is the Law of Shame. We tried to show ite effects on democracy. 
But some people do not think it is a threat to democracy or freedom of 
opinion. These people think that the provisions of this law are “modest,” 
such as prohibition of candidacy for office and so on. Some even wanted 
to be reassured that the yet unborn Shura [Consultative] Council would not 
be free of such candidacy restrictions. The minister of justice was 
assuring them that this could be taken care of by the law governing 
formation of the council. 


[Question] The opposition was criticized for withdrawing from the discussion 
of details of the Law of Shame. Why did it not continue debating to the end 
and registering its opinions in the Assembly's minutes? 
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[Anewer| We were against the principle and the subject was not, according 

to us, @ secondary amendment to one of the articles. We see the principle of 
“political justice” as something which should be kept away from our judiciary. 
Even in the case of “moral” lawe the socialist prosecutor carries out hie 
role through the exieting courts, including the State Security Court created 
by the Emergency Law. 


We do not accept the creation of what is called “political justice." The 
minister of justice, who chooses the court, is a political minister of 

the ruling party. He may be one of the most enthusiastic party supporters, 
despite the fact that the minister of justice should never be partisan. 


There was a very sound suggestion that the socialist prosecutor should not 
be a member of the ruling party. But the minister of justice clearly 
replied that thie was a political position and this suggestion could not 
be accepted. 


You may recall that we opposed the attendance of the socialist prosecutor 

at the political convention of the ruling party in Aswan while he was not 

4 member of that party. We said that even if they wanted to discuss something 
about the Law of Shame, the minister of justice could have participated 
instead. 


It is clear that we are faced with a law that is based on political thinking 
in every aspect. The court is chosen in a certain way and a few public 
personalities are added to it, also chosen by the minister of justice. 


it could be argued that debate of the details of the law may bring results. 
To this I reply that, according to the by-laws of the People's Assembly, 

if we want to enter an amendment we have to present it 24 hours before the 
debate. How could we reconcile our being against the principle of an 
article and offer amendments to it at the same time, unless these amendments 
call for cancellation of the article in its entirety, which is unimaginable? 


Our presence would not have added to the matter except that it would have 
been said that the discussions took place in the presence of the opposition. 


[Question] Ie it not unfair to describe the law as a democratic retro- 
gression? 


[Answer] This law revived the emergency laws which failed in the past. It 
revived them although we thought that some of these laws were issued to deal 
with specific matters at specific times. There are other instances of laws 
that were issued but not implemented. They are there as a form of protection 
for certain situations. 


The Law of Shame brought back the previous laws that contain procedures that 


limit political life. It revived the idea of prohibition of political 
activity or assumption of certain posts. The idea of prohibition of 
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political activity was removed by the May Revolution which gave everyone 

a chance. The culmination of what happened was that a person like former 
minieter ‘Abd al-Pattah Hasan wae able to run for the People's Assembly and 
win. This proved that the May Revolution ended prohibition of political 
activity and etarted a new era. Therefore, we considered the Law of Shame 
ae 4 retrogression. It revived old lawe that were not adhered to in most 
cases and were not given any attention despite their existence. 





[Question] What do you think of statements that the Law of Shame was 
specifically aimed at the communiste? 


|Anewer| The minister of justice, who said that, brings use back to previous 
times when the word communist was the easiest word that could be stuck on 

a person. Secret service reports used to describe a person as both a comm- 
niet and a member of the Moslem Brotherhood. Article three of the Law of 
Shame is not necessary ae previous laws in force, such as the law of 
national unity and social peace and Law No 2 of 1977, can be used against 
communists and others. 


The Law of Shame could, in its present state, apply to communists and youth 
who claim to be religious. It could even be used against any person in a 
party that competes with the government's party. 


[Question] You previously announced that if sound democratic life die not 
flourish, the party would withdraw from the field. What did you mean by 
that? 


[Anewer) I called for this when the first draft of the Law of Shame was 
issued. It was an attempt on our part to attract attention and oppose this 
law. However, this announcement was interpreted at all levels of the labor 
party and its supporters and followers as a sign of dissatisfaction which 
they thought would seriously weaken the opposition. 


Despite all this, our announcement, together with the campaign conducted 
by newspaper AL-SHA'AB to reveal the point of view of all legal circles, 
induced the introduction of amendments to the Law of Shame. 


[Question] Do you see us continuing the building of a socialist society, 
or are we satisfied with the socialism already achieved? 


[Anewer] I think that what is happening now is an attempt to preserve 

the socialist gains that were acquired. We are not trying to implement or 
strengthen these concepts or even declare them in a way that protects the 
spirit of socialism. Even when we talk about the 50 percent base of 
workers and farmers, this percentage includes people who are neither workers 
nor farmers. 


I can give you several examples from within the People's Assembly. One of 
the members drives a 20,000 pound Mercedes. Could he possibly represent 
the farmers? 
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[Question] What, in your opinion, ise the solution? 


[Anawer| Accurate selection of candidates. They should be certified by their 
syndicates if they are workers, or they should have had experience in leading 
farmers’ unions or agricultural cooperatives. Or, they should be among 

those who plant with their own hands. 


[Question] What do you think of the current call for more liberalization? 
le it advantageous to our people to return to a free economy? 


[Anewer) I believe it ie necessary to pause and evaluate what has been 
happening under the slogan of liberalization during the past six years. 

This is not just my personal opinion, nor just the opposition parties’ 
opinion. It is also the opinion of the labor federation. Minister Sa'ad 
Muhammad Ahmad talked about the necessity of reviewing the liberalization 
laws which were issued and their effects on the Egyptian workers’ rights, or 
other situations that hurt the working class. 


[Question] How can you preserve socialism? 


[Answer] Through the public sector which, in my opinion, is currently under- 
going a difficult test. It is under great pressures from (private) companies 
that have more chances to be tax exempt or free from controls, or that were 
granted exemptions for long periods of time. These enable such companies 

to compete illegally and hurt public sector companies. Also, some executives 
leave their companies and start similar businesses after they learn all the 
nooks and crannies of factories and companies. 


There is a tendency for foreign companies to join with successful companies 
while nobody cares to help the losers. The situation has gone as far as to 
invite foreign companies to develop the new port of Damietta. We were 
always intent on keeping all services in the government's hands, as these 
services are offered to people and should not be an object of profit. 


[Question] Does the labor party intend to field candidates in the new 
Shura Council elections? 


[Answer] The law governing the council has not yet been passed. The matter 
of competing in the elections will be presented to all labor party levels 
for comments. My personal opinion is that no party should keep out of any 
election campaign, with regard to the Shura Council. [End of Answer] 


The above was not all that we discussed with the opposition leader. There 


were other hot issues about Egypt, Israel and the Arabs, which we will bring 
up later. 
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PROFILE OF THE NEW GOVERNORS 


Cairo AL-AKHBAR in Arabic 16 May 80 p 8 
[Article: "Who are the New Governors") 
{Text} Dr Naim Abu Talib--Governor of Alexandria. 


He was born in 1927. He graduated from the Alexandria Engineering College in 
1947. He held several positions including: teacher and professor and head 
of the electrical engineering department at Alexandria University; minister 
of transport, communications and maritime transport; and president of the 
board of directors of the housing bank in May 1979. 


He was a member of the first elected national council at Alexandria Univer- 
sity; was a member of the central committee of the Socialist Union following 
the corrective revolution; and member of the executive committee of the Egypt 
party in the governorate of Alexandria. 


He won the state incentive prize for science in 1975, and the best research 
paper prize at the American Rural Electricity Conference held in San Francisco 
during 1965. 


He strongly defended the Alexandria engineering students during their demon- 
stration against Sha'arawi Jum'a in 1968. 


He is married and has five sons. 
De Mahmud Amin ‘Abd al-Hafiz--Governor of al-Jizah 


He was born in Asyut in 1919. He graduated from Cairo Engineering College 
in 1942 and worked in the municipal and village affairs agency. 


He held several scientific and executive positions including: secretary 
general to the Egyptian Academy of Sciences and a full time professor at the 
‘Ayn Shams University. He was later elected president of the Scientific 
Education Committee of the International Union for the History of Science. 
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During 1970, he was the cultural attache for Egypt in the United States 
and Canada, He was president of the board of directors of the Egyptian 
General Tourlem and Hotels Company. He was minieter of housing in 1973, 
governor of Cairo in 1974, and minister of touriem and civil aviation 

in 1978. He was awarded the medal of the republic, first class, in 1974. 


Engineer Muhammad Tawfig Kararah--Governor of al-Daqahliyah 


He was head of the farmers’ union in al-Buhayrah governorate. He was director 
of agriculture in al-Buhayrah. He attended several international cooperative 
farming conferences. He was appointed governor of al-Daqahliyah, and became 
minister of land reclamation. 


Labib Zamzam--Governor of al-Buhayrah 


He was general secretary of al-Jizah governorate in 1967, then became under- 
secretary of the ministry for local government. He is one of the top 
authorities on local government. 


Muhammad Muhammad ‘Umar ‘Abd al-Akhar--Governor of al-Qalyubiyah 


He graduated from the Army Academy in 1948. He has been working in local 
government since it was instituted in 1961 and is considered the top 
authority on local government. 


He was mayor of Sadfa, became gen al secretary of the Asyut governorate, 
and later became mayor of Shubra al-Khaymah for a period of eight years 
during which he completed several projects. His last position was assistant 
and deputy to the governor of Cairo. 


He is married and has two daughters and one son. 

Maj Gen Muhammad Kamal al-Hadidi--Governor of al-Minya 

He was born in 1921, near Minyat al-Nasr in al-Daqahliyah. He graduated 

from the Police Academy in 1944 and obtained a law degree in 1957. He worked 
for three years in al-Minufiyah and held successive posts at the police 
Academy until he became assistant to the chief instructor at the academy. 

He became successively chief instructor at the Institute of Higher Education, 
director of the Superintendants of Police Institutes, director of central 
security and assistant to the minister of interior. 

He is married with no children. He is very active in sports. 


Major General Tharwat Taha ‘Atallah--Governor of Sawhaj 


He was born on 28 August 1925. He is from the town of Bani Hilal, the center 
of Sawhaj. He is married and has two sons and two daughters. 


He received the diploma of the Police Academy in 1947 and his law degree in 
1961. 
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He worked as an investigations officer in al-Mahmudiyah in al-Buhayrah gover- 
norate until 1953. He was transferred to the Cairo Security Department and 
held several positions, including superintendant of the Muski police precinct 
and [public parks) police chief, He then became inspector at the ministry 

of interior. In 1977, he returned to Cairo as deputy director of security, 
and became director of security in Auguat 1978. 


Dr Muhammad Sabri Zaki--Governor of Aswan 


He is president of the board of directors of the Public Health Insurance 
Commission. He graduated in 1947 from al-Qaer al-‘Ayni Medical University. 
Immediately after graduation he worked as a physician in the armed forces. 
He held the position of d’ © .cor general of medical services in munitions 
factories. He worked as director general of the Public Health Insurance 
Commission, then became assistant secretary of health for curative medicine. 


He participated in readying the state for the October War, as a representa~ 
tive of the ministry of health. He supervised the Treatment Center and the 
Health [nsurance Commission at the same time. Then a decree was issued 
appointing him as chairman of the board of directors of the Health Insurance 
Commission. He was elected more than once as board member of the medical 
association. He was also elected as member of the National Congress for 
Halwan. 


He prepared studies on the application of health insurance to workers' families 
throughout the republic. He helped expand comprehensive health insurance 
clinics in all governorates. He participated in several local and inter- 
national conferences and was one of their most prominent participants. He 

is a member of the specialized national institutions. 


He is married and has one son: Engineer Midhat Zaki of the Arab Industrial 
Organization. 


Maj Gen Fu'ad ‘Aziz Ghali--Governor of South Sinai 


He was born in al-Minya in December 1927. He graduated from the army 
academy in 1948 and was sent to several training courses in Egypt and 
abroad. He participated in the Palestine War, led one of the infantry 
brigades in 1967, was leader of infantry squad 16 in the October War, and 
liberated the area east of al-Qantarah. 


On 14 December, 1973, President al-Sadat assigned him to the command of 
the second field army. He led the troops across the Canal and through the 
Bar-Lev line in the area extending north and south of al-Qantarah. He was 
able, with his troops, to take over the second largest city of the Canal, 
al-Qantarah, within the first hours of the 6 October War. But this was 
not announced until after he had total control over its entrances and 
surroundings, and after he made sure it was safe from Israeli counter- 
attacks. 
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Maj Gen Ghali was able, again through his troops, to conquer seven positions 
on the Bar-Lev Line, the most important and strongest being al-Qantarah, 
al-Balah and the lLeraeli command headquarters in the northern sector. His 
forces advanced 20 kms east of Sinai, resisted all counter-attacks, and 

were able to execute all their aseigned missions on time and with less 
losses than expected. 


Maj Gen Sabri Abu Talib--Governor of North Sinai 


He was born on 24 May 1929. He graduated from the Army Academy in 1948. He 
received a master of military science degree. He went on study missions to 
the U.S. and the Soviet Union. 


He led the third field army artillery during the October War. He was appointed 
chief of staff and then commander of artillery units. His last position was 
assistant to the minister of defense. 


He is married and has three children, the oldest is a doctor, the second is 
an engineer, and the third is a student at the University of Commerce. 


Half of the Governors Remain 


The new changes excluded 13 governors who kept their jobs. These are: Sa'ad 
Ma'mun, governor of Cairo’ Hamdi al-Hakim, governor of al-Fayyum; Amin Mitkis, 
governor of al-Sharqiyah; Ahmad Hilmi Badr, governor of Suez; ‘Abd al-Mun'im 
‘Amarah, governor of Ismailia; Muhammad 'Uthman Isma'il, governor of Asyut; 
‘Ali Muhammad 'Uthman, governor of Red Sea; Mahmud Mahrus Abu Husayn, 

governor of al-Minufiyah; Ahmad ‘Abd al-Hadi al-Qasabi, governor of al-Ghar- 
biyah; Ibrahim Fu'ad Nassar, governor of Marsa Matruh; Sayyid Sirhan, governor 
of Port Said; ‘Abd al-Munsif Hazin, governor of Qina; and Mahum Fawzi 
al-(Barnos), governor of the New Valley. 


Changes Affect 13 Governors 


The 13 governors replaced by the changes were: Dr Fu'ad Hilmi, governor 

of Alexandria; ‘Abd al-Fattah ‘Azzam, governor of al-Jizah; Jalal Abu 
al-Dahab, governor of Sawhaj; Sa'ad al-Sharbini, governor of al-Daqahliyah; 
Husayn Kamil Dabbus, governor of al-Buhayrah; Muhammad Fathallah Salamah, 
governor of Kafr al-Shaykh; Ahmad Fahim, governor of al-Qalyubiyah; Muhammad 
Wafa' al-Din Mahmud, governor of Bani Suwayf; Faruq Taha Muhammad, governor 
of Aswan; Abu Bakr Mansur al-Jammal, governor of Damietta; Muhammad Husayn 
Shawkat, governor of North Sinai; and Farid ‘Izzat Wahbah Naklah, governor 
of South Sinai. 


9455 
CSO: 4802 


60 








EGYPT 


SPEECH OF DEFENSE MINISTER AT 'TRAINING DAY' CEREMONY OUTLINED 
Cairo AL-JUMHURIYAH in Arabic 12 May p 6 


[Article by Hilmi Badr: "Minister of Defense Says: Our Forces Are Keeping 
Up With the Greatest Nations in their Scientific Progress") 


[Text] Gen Kamal Hasan ‘Ali, minister of defense and war production, 
presented training badges of honor, first class, awarded by President al-Sadat, 
to the following: Lt Gen Ahmad Badawi, chief of the general staff; Maj Gen 
‘Abd al-Qadir Hijazi, assistant to the minister of defense and chief of staff 
for training; Maj Gen Yusuf ‘Afifi, assistant to the minister of defense 

and chief of staff for research; Maj Gen Fu'ad ‘Aziz Ghali, chief of staff 

for organization and administration; Maj Gen ‘Abd Rabb al-Nabi Hafiz, chief 

of staff for operations; Maj Gen Muhammad Sudqi Ahmad Jadu, deputy chief of 
staff for training; Maj Gen Ibrahim ‘Abd al-Ghafur al-'Arabi, commander of 

the second army; Maj Gen Qudri 'Uthman Badr, commander of the third army; 

Maj Gen Huhammad ‘Abd al-'Aziz Qabil, commander of the western region; Maj 

Gen Nabil Shukri Mustafa, assistant to the chief of the general staff; Maj 

Gen Hilmi Fayiq Sabur, chief of staff of the western region; Maj Gen Mahmud 
Hasan ‘Abdallah, secretary general of the ministry of defense; Lt Gen Muhammad 
‘Ali Muhammad, commander of naval forces; Adm Farug Wadi' Jirjis; Maj Gen 
Muhammad Lutfi Shabanah, commander of the air force; Maj Gen Muhammad ‘Abd 
al-'Aziz Muhammad; and Maj Gen Sayyid Hamdi, commander of air defense forces. 


Weapons Development 


The minister of defense announced, at the beginning of the training and 
education day celebration yesterday, that nations are now racing for scien- 
tific superiority and Egypt cannot stay behind. 


The minister added that modern warfare has developed in weaponry, equipment 
and fighting techniques, and that this necessitates developing our techniques 
and modernizing our equipment to suit our needs. 


The minister emphasized that our armed forces are now keeping up with the 
scientific and technological developments in advanced nations, and that 
we now have specialists who will assume in the future responsibility for 
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developing and equiping the armed forces in keeping with the requirements 
of this age. 


He also said that great attention has been devoted to military academies, the 
Nasir Academy and foreign missions to qualify officers scientifically. 

Last year the army and air force academies developed their curricula by 
adding courses in mathematics, chemistry, biology, engineering and management. 


Illiteracy of 92,000 To Be Wired Out 


The minister said that the ;r~m medical school has, for the first time, 
allowed our military docto1 °. study specialized military medicine which 
is not on the curriculum of » College of Medicine, such as space medicine, 
deep sea medicine and field urgery. 


The armed forces have encouraged development by sending study groups and 
scientific missions to foreign countries and through participation in 
scientific conferences. 


The Language Institute 


Maj Gen Ahmad ‘Abd al-Qadir Hijazi, chief of staff for training, confirmed 
that the armed forces have completed training in all fields and have 
accomplished 100 percent of all commitments. Training was also provided 
to teachers of the police force in their centers. 


Maj Gen Hijazi added that the minister of defense has approved the establish- 
ment of a language institute for the armed forces. The center for crew 
racing of the armed forces was also equipped to prepare for participation in 
international competitions. The minister of defense also approved the 
establishment of a marksmanship school and the increase of incentives to 
outstanding performers in military training and higher education. 


At the end of the ceremony, the minister of defense distributed prizes, 
cups and certificates of outstanding performance to unit and formation 
leaders that won various military athletic competitions. 


The ceremony was attended by Dr Mustafa Kamal Hilmi, minister cf education 
and senior commanders of the armed forces. 
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EGYPT 


AUDIT CHIEF DISCUSSES PROBLEMS OF PUBLIC SECTOR 
Cairo ROSE AL-YUSUF in Arabic 19 May 80 pp 30-33 
{Interview with Chief Auditor Samir Hilmi] 


[Text] ROSE AL-YUSUF Continues Its Campaign Against Selling 
Out the Public Sector. We Oppose All Ventures Where the 
Foreigner Benefits More than the Egyptian. We Demand an 
Evaluation of What Has Happened. "Ideal" is Not the Only 
Case. 


This time we went to a man who stands at the top of the 
control system in Egypt, i.e., the audit system. We did 
not ask him about the virtues of the public sector. We 
asked him about the sins of the public sector and if they 
were deadly or otherwise. 


Samir Hilmi spoke frankly. He explained all the faults, 
and said: "In most cases, the responsibility lies outside 
the public sector." 


[Question] What do you think of foreign companies’ partnership with the 
public sector? 


[Answer] In principle, I am not opposed to cooperation between the public 
and the private or foreign sectors, provided Egypt's share is no less than 
51 percent of the company's ownership, and provided that we do not partici- 
pate in projects that short Egypt's material share. For example, the value 
of shares in the Ideal factory was estimated [by the French] at 10 million 
pounds, although the Egyptians estimated it at no less than 65 million 
pounds. 


Consideration should be given to introducing genuine new technologies to 
industry. I cannot approve the establishment of a joint venture for an 
assembly plant. Why? Because this industry exists in Egypt at a 250 
percent profit and the government sells its product at 150 percent profit. 
Why, then, should I ask the foreigner to assist me in it? 
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| approve any actuel improvement in industry provided either side receives 
ite fair share, What te happening now te that the foreigner receives his 
share and we give up part of ours, The public sector flees into the private 
sector's arme to escape the central audit system. I therefore demand chet 
audit control extend to anything which tavolves public money, even if it 

is in the private sector, 


We have made an initial listing of foreign companies that formed partnerships 
with the public sector, We listed the violations by these companies that 
were a result of @ietakes in management. We distributed these reports to 
the responsible authorities, Mr Jamal al-Nasir promised to iseve orders that 
mo project will be approved unless it fulfilled the legal requirements. 


Some people favor no controle out of fear for the private sector. I do not 
agree with thie at all. Any company that has public money, or which the 
public sector is part of, quet be audited by the central audit system. There 
are hundreds of millions of pounds in joint ventures, and thie ise public 
money with no one to watch over it. The department of corporations, the 
investment organization, and the central audit system cannot watch over the 
public money, which hae become an orphan with no guardian. 


The Truth About Irregularities 


[Question] Those who join foreign partners do so under the pretense that 
the public sector faces problems and negative attitudes. Can we examine 
these problems and their causes, determine who is responsible for them and 
vho causes them? Can we talk about irregularities, for example, since 
you are responsible for the major control system? 


|Anewer) I cannot say that the public sector is free of some degree of 
irregularities. But if they are assessed carefully, we find these 
irregularities are not as big a8 some people imagine. They are apparent 
only because the public sector is always in the spotlight. 


There are other irregularities that result in theft of government money, 
such a8 smuggling for tax evasion and smuggling into the private sector 
which no one watches over. These are what the president calis “exploiters 
of the people's food.” Tax evaders and other smugglers are all corrupt. If 
these irregularities were measured, I do not know which of these groups 
would be found to have committed more irregularities. 


You a#k about irregularities in the public sector. Who would the em ne 
be in collusion with? Himself? Would he be stealing? Wh re from? 

le he embezzling? How many embezzlers are there? A thousand? But there 
are more than 5,000 embezzlers by way of exporters, salesmen, buyers and 
broker: There is cooperation with the private sector to evade [taxation by] 
the government. I repeat that while we cannot discover all the irregulari- 
ties of the public sector, this sector's irregularities are the easiest to 
discover. They are not the asain probles., 














Untatrness to Losing Unites 
[Question| Why te the public sector always accused of losing money? 


|Anewer| We are unfair to the public sector. It loses for reasons beyond 
its control. Let us analyze these reasons. 


The first reason is mismanagement, although it represents a small portion 

of the loss. Mismanagement comes in different forms. For example, the 
manager may be unqualified, or he may not have enough work experience or 

he may be naturally negligent. All these characteristics result in a certain 
degree of irregularity. 





The public sector's companies are sometimes managed like a government 
department. If one company wants to remodel one of its warehouses, it has 
to apply to several places and its request may ultimately be refused or 
accepted. How could a company manage and improve its production in this 
manner? 


Since 1965, there has been no major remodeling or improvement in the public 
sector. This resulted in the absolescence and wear and tear of equipment. 
Today, most factories are in a deplorable condition. Production deteriorated 
and its costs became higher. As a result of the past war, the public sector 
was unable to provide the necessary maintenance, renovation and development 
of ite factories. An example is what happened to the Kima company. In 1969, 
the chairman of Kima's board of directors applied to modernize the water 
analysis cells. The request was pending until 1973, after it had reached 

the president. The result was a loss for Kima and for Egypt of 50 million 
pounds. Kima's production dropped 30 percent as a result of the delay in 
modernization. By 1969, the cost of the modernization operation quadrupled. 


It is regrettable that some leaders demand that public sector companies be 
self-sufficient. I ask, in the present conditions, how? The government has 
been for a long time taking all the public sector's surplus. Even the 
reinvestment surplus goes back to the government. This leaves the companies 
with no liquidity or reserves. This began in 1967 when the government 
needed money. With the lack of liquid cash and the sudden increase in raw 
material prices, the public sector had to take short-term loans from banks 
at high interest rates, while it did not have anything to pay back these 
loans with. This went on until the public sector companies owed the banks 
billions of pounds. 


Furthermore, as a result of the government's policy of imposing laborers 

on the public sector, many of the public sector's companies have over 50 
percent excess labor. This means lower production standards in Egypt, and 
higher costs, causing more losses. Egyptair has operating problems. Its 
revenues increased but its expenses increased even more, because of the 
increase in fuel prices. There is another reason, however. It has a 
workforce thac is three times what it actually needs. It has 11,000 workers 
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while it only needs 4,000, The Lron and Steel company, which haa the 
highest losses among the public sector companies, has 25,000 workers while 
it only needa 12,000, 


All thie excess of labor lead to losses and higher production costs, More- 
over, thie workforce does not take advantage of ite large size to increase 
productivity. 


In order to escape thir situation, Egypt must, prior to beginning invest~ 
ment operations, work to improve efficiency of all ite workers. Without 
doing this, more money will be lost than is necessary to reach the same 
objectives we seek, This means that we see to it that our development 
projects are losers. Another result would be higher prices to the public 
and inability to export or compete. For the above reasons, productive 
know-how should precede or accompany investment in Egypt. 


You ask about the public sector's probleme and whether it is the culprit or 
the victim. Let us discuss the subject of factors favoring production. 

They are lacking because of imports from abroad and because of rising costs, 
which may cause losses to both the private and public sectors. 


An apparent problem is the flooding of the markets with imported goods similar 
to what is produced locally. This makes us revert once more to the "Khawajah" 
[westernized person] complex. If we lean toward importing as a result of 
losing confidence [in local production], we will sink deeper and deeper, 
because losing confidence in local production is considered one of the 
catastrophes that can overwhelm a nation. The Egyptian people are developing 
the worst consumption habits of squandering and extravagance. As a result 

of the law on imports [on credit], the volume of imports has reached one 
billion pounds in 1979, half of which is consumer goods. We currently 

import three times our export capability. What is happening now in Egypt is 
unguided imports that hurt the public sector. 


Despite everything, the public sector is the basic support of the Egyptian 
economy. It does have ite faults, and it could be stronger if its companies 
were managed in an economic way. 


If the public sector were adapced to the directions of the National Council 
for Production to develop and separate it from the government system 

and to allow it to operate like the companies of the private sector, and 

if the wages were adjusted and each worker received what he deserves, the 
public sector would become the basic support of the Egyptian economy. I 
say, let us slow down on joint ventures and examine the case carefully. 
[End of Answer) 


One Million Pounds In Liquor Smuggling 


Engineer Samir Hilmi commented on the violations of the private sector and 
the government's efforts to check them. He gave, as an example, the minister 














of finance's spectal inatructions that merchants should retain customs 
documents a8 proof of the passage of goods through customs and of the 
payment of dues. He said that thie procedure wae initiated "so that Egypt 
will not be flooded with emuggled goods, and so that the case of a casino 
owner would not be repeated. In thie case, several thousand cases of 
smuggled liquor were confiaecated, but the court ruled that the cases be 
returned to the casino owner, and the police returned them to her. That Lady 
pocketed over one million pounds ae a result of liquor smuggling, because 
liquor taxes now are 300 percent. 


"The new law's distinguishing feature ie that it requires shops that sell 
imported goods to present documents to prove they paid customs dues. This 
is one step forward, ae it used to be that once goods were out of custom, 
there was no control over them whatsoever. Unfortunately, however, another 
abuse surfaced, which te trading in these documents. I was informed that 
these documents are actually being sold in some governorates. Therefore, 
it ie imperative to look for another method to control smuggling.” 
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EGYPT 


MUBARAK SAYS POOR PERFORMERS WILL LOSE THEIR JOBS 


Cairo ROSE AL-YUSUF in Arabic 19 May 80 pp 6-9 
[interview with Vice President Husni Mubarak by Mamduh Mahran) 


{Text} During an interview following the formation of the new cabinet, 
Vice President Husni Mubarak said to ROSE AL-YUSUPF: "We have a great 
battle ahead of us, as fierce as the October Battle, in order to find 
definitive solutions to our internal problems. These require our joint 
efforts. There could be no greater proof of the importance of what we are 
about to face than the president's assumption of total responsibility.” 


The vice president said that the president will, in his meeting on Monday 
with the new cabinet and governors, define a new and different program for 
implementation suitable to the goals to be achieved. 


In reply to a question about the nature of this new program, the vice 
president said that there will be a cotal reevalution of work procedures used 
by the ministers and governors so that the ministries would not interfere in 
the governorates’ work, limiting the ministries’ role to planning, 
coordination and follow-up. Each governor will be responsible for imple- 
mentation in his governorate. 


[Question] How can the governors’ tasks be facilitated? 

[Anewer] They will report either directly to the president in matters that 
require his [immediate] attention or through monthly meetings with the 
cabinet. 

[Question] How will implementation continue? 

[Answer] There will be periodic evaluation every three months of each 
governor's work in his governorate to ascertain the extent of his accomplish- 


ments. 


[Question] Will there be definite objectives for each governorate? 
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|Anewer) Work will be performed according to a definite and clear plan 
designed to accomplish complete coordination at the etate level. The 

plan will define the implementation reaponsibilites of each governorate. 
This will be the baste of periodic follow-up. For this reason, the forth- 
coming phase will witness huge and difficult reasponeibilites placed on the 
governorates ae they are the entities designated to implement the development 
plan in all flelde that fall within their juriadiction. 


(Question) Will there be a system of reward and punishment to guarantee 
serious effort? 


|Anewer) There is no leniency with anyone, as thie phase can only tolerate 
what is serious, true and honest. Whoever cannot attain the required 
performance level must, without further ado, vacate his post. Any central 
or regional obstacles beyond the governorate's reach have to be overcome. 

The governor has the responsibility of the president in his governorate; that 
is, total responsibility according to the law issued to that effect. There 
will be no responsibility without authority, so that accountability will be 
fair. 


[Question] What about the replacement of governors? 


|Anewer| The situation has to be reevaluated to start the new phase with a 
new team of governors who fit the specifications of the roles which they are 
required to perform for the implementation of the plan. Changing ministers 
or governors does not aim at changing the persons but at adapting the 
structure to the purpose, and opening the way for local governments to assume 
the responsibilities assigned to them. 


[Question] Is this why all matters related to the above were assigned to the 
deputy prime minister who heads the cabinet's meetings in the absence of 
the president? 


{Answer} The deputy facilitates implementation and continually briefs 
the president in between meetings, as it is not reasonable to keep a specific 
problem pending for a whole month, thereby slowing down government action. 


Question] What is the rationale behind establishing three sectors? 


[Answer] There must be a deputy prime minister for each of the three sectors 
(services, production and economy) responsible for coordinating the 
activities of the ministries that fall within his jurisdiction in order 

to achieve complete coordination among all sectors. This will ensure 

harmony in implementation and progress in all sectors in a balanced and 
complete manner, and will show a clear general direction in all sectors. 


[Question] What is the party's role in all this? 


[Answer|} I am personally assigned by President al-Sadat to ensure that the 
executive system's work is under the direct supervision of the political 
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leadership of the party, as it is responsible for the implementation of 
all assigned tasks. This coordination will be accomplished in a practical 
and complete manner to achieve the required harmony between the party and 
the government, eo that each of them will be heard by the other, and to 
open all channels between them. Political responsibility eventually falls 
on the party whose executive wing ie represented by the government. All 
this will ensure that the president is informed about everything. 





[Question) lIen't there a need to reevaluate the party? 

[Answer) This has been discussed and will actually happen. 

[Question] How? 

[Answer] There will be changes in some leaderships, especially in major 
areas. It is preferred that the assistant secretaries to the party's 


general secretariat be other than ministers and that they be totally devoted 
to the party's work. 


[Question] When will the party changes occur? 


[Anewer] After the president puts the cabinet and governors on the right 
track laid down by him. 


[Question] Must the people await results? 


[Answer] No. The people should get ready to begin the construction 
campaign and each citizen should define his position and dig his own 

trench. The zero hour is here and construction needs every effort. If 

the people were to wait, then who would construct and implement the leader's 
decisions to make a better tomorrow and a brighter future for Egypt?! 
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EGYPT 





ARAB CAUGHT AT AIRPORT WITH 14,000 COUNTERFEIT DOLLARS 
Cairo AL~AHRAM in Arabic 13 May 80 p 12 


[Text] Customs officials at Cairo International Airport caught an Arab 
tourist coming from Libya via Rome with an estimated 15,000 pounds in 
foreign currencies from several countries, including $14,000 in counterfeit 
U.S. currency which he had inside six purses hidden among several dresses. 
He intended to use the currency in Egypt. 


The airport police had told the customs officials that they received 
information regarding an Arab tourist coming from Libya via Rome who intended 
to smuggle a large amount of counterfeit currency into the country and 
requested the customs commissioner to conduct a thorough search of that 

Arab. 


Upon the plane's arrival, the Arab was seen with four suitcases containing 
women's clothes, which he placed on one of the airport carts headed for 

the green zone outside the airport as though he had nothing to declare. 
Customs Inspector Fayiz Shafiq ‘Abdallah asked him to open the suitcases, 
where he found six purses wrapped inside some dresses, in which he found a 
huge amount of various foreign currencies. A committee was formed including 
customs officers Sayyid Muhammad ‘Abd al-Nabi, Muhammad al-Biyar and Malak 
Najib, to count the contents of the six purses. They found 14,000 American 
dollars, 265 Libyan dinars, 1990 Egyptian pounds and 8450 Saudi riyals, in 
addition to some Tunisian, Italian and British currencies. The customs 
officers suspected that the American dollars may be counterfeit. The 
tourist was referred to Muhammad Mani', district attorney for financial and 
commercial affairs, who ordered that two central bank employees be assigned 
to examine the confiscated money. They found that the dollars were counter- 
feit, but the remaining bills were all genuine. 


The tourist was questioned by Muhammad Mani’. He stated that the dollars 
and Libyan dinars were given to him by a Libyan merchant who owed him 

money, and that he travelled to Rome and then to Cairo and did not know upon 
his arrival that he had counterfeit dollars. 


The district attorney ordered that he be detained 4 days in jail and taken to 
court, where he was sentenced to 4] more days in jail. 
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EGYPT 


BRIEFS 


THIRTEEN NEW GOVERNORS APPOINTED--President Anwar al-Sadat signed state 
decrees appointing 13 new governors. These governors are: Engineer 

Na'im Abu Talib, Alexandria; Mahmud Amin ‘Abd al-Hafiz, al-Jizah; Engineer 
Tawfiq Kararah, 4.-Daqahliyah; Labib Muhammad Zamzam, al-Buhayrah; Dr 
Muhammad Sabri Zaxi, Aswan; Fu'ad ‘Aziz Ghali, South Sinai, Muhammad Kamal 
al-Hadidi, al-Minya; Muhammad Ahmad Labib, Bani Suwayf; Tharwat ‘Atallah, 
Sawhaj; Dr Yusuf Sabri Abu Talib, North Sinai; Engineer ‘Abd al-Rashid 

‘Abd al-Rahim Mansur, Kafr al-Shaykh; 'Isam Radi ‘Abd al-Hamid, Damietta; and 
"Umar ‘Abd al-Akhar, al-Qalyubiyah. In reply to a reporter's question, Vice 
President Husni Mubarak declared that the governorates will remain as is, and 
that the republic will not be divided into regions instead of governorates. 
Husni Mubarak had met, at the prime minister's office yesterday, with Dr 
Fu'ad Muhyi al-Din, deputy prime minister and ‘Adil ‘Abd al-Baqi, the 
secretary general of the prime minister's office. [Text] [Cairo AL-AKHBAR 
in Arabic 16 May 80 p 1] 9455 


RADIO-TV APPOINTMENTS--A state decree was issued appointing Mrs Himmat Mustafa 
as president of the television sector. Another state decree was issued 
appointing Mrs Tamadur Tawfiq as adviser to the president of the broadcasting 
and television union. Himmat Mustafa is a history graduate from the College 
of Arts, and she worked as a translator in Dar al-Hilal. She first joined 
broadcasting as an announcer and was the announcer for several programs 

for nine years. She was the first female television newscaster. She suc- 
cessively became supervisor of "the second program," director of educational 
programs, general supervisor of special programs, channel five president, 

and television assistant director and director. On 25 January 1978, she 

was appointed secretary of media relations to the president of the republic. 
{Text] Cairo AL-JUMHURIYAH in Arabic 16 May 80 p 1] 9455 


SECURITY APPOINTMENTS--Nabawi Isma'il, deputy prime minister and minister 

of interior, issued a decree designating Major General Salah Amin as director 
of security for Cairo. Salah Harun was designated as director of security 
for al-Jiza. [Text] Cairo AL-JUMHURIYAH in Arabic 18 May 80 p 1] 9455 


PREMIER'S OFFICE SECRETARY APPOINTED--A state decree was issued appointing 
"Adil Mahmud ‘Abd al-Baqi as secretary general of the prime minister's 
office with a rank of minister. He was previously assistant secretary 
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general for legislative affairs, The new secretary general graduated in 1952 
from the Law College. He worked in the legislative division of the State 
Council and in the administrative law court. He received a degree from the 
Institute of Finance and Administration in 1958 and then studied administra- 
tion in Paris in 1960. He was a member of the technical office of the 
president of the republic and participated in the drafting of many laws. He 
is married and has one daughter at the American University and one son in 
high school. [Text] [Cairo AL~AKHBAR in Arabic 16 May 80 p 1] 9455 


SOCIALIST PROSECUTOR NAMED--President Anwar al-Sadat sent a letter yesterday 
to Dr Sufi Abu Talib nominating ‘Abd al-Qadir ‘Abd al-Majid to the position of 
the socialist public prosecutor, in accordance with the Law of Shame. The 
letter was read in the People's Assembly yesterday. It was decided to refer 
it to the general committee, in accordance with the by-laws of the assembly, 
to prepare a report on the nomination and present it to the assembly. The 
nominee was born on 20 April 1921. He graduated from the Law College in 

1945, practices law, and in 1959 was appointed a judge. He moved into several 
judicial positions, was appointed as the chief of the Asyut Court, and later 
became the chief of the al-Fayyum Court. He was then appointed as president 
of the technical bureau of Cairo's Court of Appeals and, in 1979, became 

chief judge of the North Cairo Court. He is married and has two children: 
Hani, who is an engineer and Ashraf, who is in his final year of studying 
medicine. [Text] [Cairo AL~AKHBAR in Arabic 16 May 80 p 3} 9455 
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IRAN 


U.S. REPERCUSSIONS OF AN 'IRANGATE' TRIAL EXAMINED 
Paris LE MONDE in French 19 Jun 80 p 5 
[Article by Eric Rouleau] 


[Text] The resentment of the people of Iran against the United States is 
fed by the very long collaboration between the imperial secret police 
(SAVAK) and the CIA, as well as by the support Washington has always given 
the deposed regime. In the United States itself, the "loss" of Iran is 
giving rise to extensive debate which brings to light the mistakes and 
false calculations committed by an administration incapable of measuring 
the audience of Imam Khomeyni (LE MONDE, 17 and 18 June). 


Mystery surrounds some aspects of President Carter's behavior since the 
Start of the hostages affair. Why did he authorize the return of the shah 
to the United States against the advice of his colleagues? "For humanitarian 
reasons," he had replied. But a confidential cable found in the files of 
the U.S. embassy in Tehran indicates that the State Department had for 
months been seeking a way of granting asylum to the former sovereign, 
without ever mentioning his illness, however. Since then, the doctors of 
Shah Mohammad Reza have testified that the cancer by which he is stricken 

is not the most serious form of that ailment. In any case, reportedly he 
could have been treated elsewhere than in New York. 


President Carter was not unaware of the risks he was taking. His represen- 
tatives in Tehran, as well as their colleagues in the State Department, 

had predicted violent reactions in Iran, more specifically the occupation 
of the embassy and the taking of hostages. Because of this possibility, 
exceptional security measures had been taken but for obscure reasons had 
been neglected. 


Another enigma: why did the White House chief agree to negotiate the 

release of the hostages? If it was a question of "blackmail" being practiced 
by the "terrorists" he should have instead replied immediately with force, 

or at least have refused any dialog before the kidnappers had ceased "vio- 
lating international law." Otherwise, if there is a refusal to compromise 

it is because one side believes that it can exact concessions from its 
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opponent, But it appeared, over the course of several months of contacts, 
bargaining and eyewash "agreements," that Washington did not wish to or 
could not meet any of the Iranian demands, nor those of Imam Khomeyni, nor 
the more moderate demands of President Bani Sadr. 


The demand of the "guide of the revolution," who had not ceased formulating 

it since day one, was from the beginning unacceptable: the extradition of 

the shah. The imam's position was intransigeant but at least had the merit 

of coherence: since the United States refuses, "in spite of international 
laws," to hand over a "criminal" to justice, no negotistion is possible, 

he decreed. He also forbade members of the government aud Revolutionary 
Council from talking either with the Americans or with mediators, even 

though they might be friends of the Islamic republic, such as the Palestinians 
of the PLO. 


With this postulate established, the imam permitted Bani Sadr and Sadegh 
Ghotbzadah, in turn ministers of foreign affairs, to try their hand at 
negotiations; neither shares his profound distrust nor his scepticism vis- 
a-vis the United States with respect to the possiblity of a compromise, 

What is more, they have interests identical to those of President Carter: 
all three are in conflict with the Islamic students who are holding the 
hostages and who, in their eyes, constitute a "center of power" which should 
be liquidated. 


Washington's Refusal 


They have, therefore, come up with successive solutions, while all the time 
taking into consideration the U.S. objective, the release of those being 
detained, and the imam's motivations. The latter is said to be convinced 
that Washington has not given up hope of restoring Shah Mohammad Reza to the 
throne. He could not explain otherwise the shah's admission to the United 
States, his refusal to abdicate, even in favor of his son (he had left Iran 
to take a “vacation") and the fact that he still continues to enjoy the 
protection of the United States, as do a large number o* opposition royalists 
who are ploting against the Islamic republic. According to the rationale 
attributed to him, the "guide of the revolution" is less interested in 
physically punishing the shah than in putting him on trial along with his 
American allies, as a means of definitively eliminating the danger of a 
retoration. 


Such are the premises for the various settlement plans which Bani Sadr and 
Ghotbzadeh are vainly attempting to successfully work out. The "McBride 
plan,” presented by the former head of the Irish diplomatic corps, stipu- 
lates that the release of the hostages should precede the trial of the former 
dictator in absentia. However, American authorities reject the idea of a 
trial because they feel it would constitute a “dangerous precedent" for 

other deposed chiefs of state. Nor is Washington following up on a proposal 
by Bani Sadr under the terms of which the United States would admit its 
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responsibility for the misdeeds of the imperial regime, would agree to no 
longer interfere in internal Iranian affairs and would not continue to 
oppose the shah's extradition and the restitution of his fortune, 


Strangely, President Carter agreed to the plan drawn up by Kurt Waldheim 
and Ghotbzadeh, which did not explicitly provide for the release of the 
American hostages. The plan offered the advantage, superior in his eyes, 

of excluding the trial of the shah and the United States. The UN commission 
which went to [ran in March 1980 was in fact charged with facilitating a 
"solution to the crisis" principally by recording the "grievances" of the 
two parties. According to one of its members, Syrian Adib Daoudi, it was 
not a question of “either an investigative commission or a grand jury and 
even less of a tribunal." That was enough for Imam Khomeyni, on a pretext, 
to have the plan aborted, which seemed to him the product of an American 


The shah's departure from Panama to Egypt last March barely a few hours 
before Lran could submit the dossier justifying his arrest, was to confirm 
the imam's suspicions with respect to Washinton's “double game." In spite 
of the decisive influence they exercise over General Torrijos, the strongman 
of Panama, the American authorities said that they were unable to prevent 
the sovereign from departing. However, it was aboard an airplane chartered 
by one of President Carter's close associates that Shah Mohammad Reza was 
taken to Egypt... 


Matters were now clear: the United States, as was to be confirmed to us 
by a high official in the White House, was not at any price going to permit 
a serious investigation of the shah to be opened or to admit any responsi- 
bility whatever for the misdeeds of the imperial regime. 


Congress, which is usually so prompt in picking up any administration mis- 
step, in this instance is maintaining an attitude identical to that of the 
government, as was to be demonstrated by the Don Quixote adventure of 
Congressman George Hansen. The Republican representative from Idaho, a 
conservative, traveled to Tehran on his own last December, to facilitate 
the release of the hostages. He came back shocked by what he had learned 
about the human rights violations, economic abuses and corruption of the 
former regime, with which some of his fellow countrymen had been associated. 
He demanded the initiation of an investigation not so much, he said, to 
appease the Iranians as to defend the honor of America and its moral and 
democratic traditions. 


"We have the right to know how our government is spending the taxpayer's 
money,'’ he pleaded. Members of his party, most of his colleagues and some 
newspapers ignored him and held him up to ridicule by accusing him of 
seeking an abusive notoriety. The documents he presented to Congress, the 
Ranking Committee (of which he is a member), to the Security Committee, a 
petition campaign inviting congressmen to "make totally clear" the origin 
of the hostages crisis did not succeed in shaking the people's elected 
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representatives, Questioned on this subject, the chairman of the foreign 
affairs committee, Clement Zablocky, told us: "Iranian grievances are 
unjustified, but even if they were, we have made the decision not to look 
into them until the hostages are released, We will not give in to blackmail," 


The Risks of an 'Irangate' 


For his part, Hansen told us: "An investigation would precipitate a gigantic 
scandal much more serious and devastating than the Watergate scandal and 
would compromise so many personalities that the political class is not 
interested in bringing up for discussion the question of knowing who lost 
Iran." According to him, this has produced the virtually complete solidarity 
from which Carter is benefiting to shoot down "Irangate" before it gets off 
the ground, even though it might have had the result of contributing to a 
peaceful solution of the Iranian-American crisis. 


Some newspapers, by way of comparison, have brought up the "Pueblo" affair. 
This American ship in January 1968 was carrying out a spy mission along the 
coast of North Korea. The ship was intercepted and the members of the crew 
were taken hostage by the Pyongyang authorities. After 11 months of fruitless 
negotiations, President Johnson finally accepted the conditions of the kid- 
nappers: he admitted the guilt of the United States in writing, offered 

his apologies and obtained the release of the hostages. Any analogy with 
the Iranian situation, officials say, would be false and dangerous. In 
fact, Khomeyni's demands are threatening to simultaneously bring back into 
question the values of American society and the kind of relations which the 
United States maintains with a certain number of Third World countries. 


It is hard to believe that President Carter, who is also in the middle of 
an election campaign, will submit to a detailed examination of his policy 
and that of his six predecessors, democrats and republicans, vis-a-vis the 
pahlevis. The White House chief even refuses to disassociate himself from 
CIA's coup d'etat which in 1953 put the shah back on his throne. Things 
have reached the point that a book written on this subject by Kim Roosevelt, 
who organized the conspiracy, was withdrawn from circulation shortly after 
publication this spring. 


The close collaboration of the American intelligence agency with SAVAK is 
also a taboo subject in Washington. Otherwise would not this agency run 
the risk of being accused, in the words of Sen Edward Kennedy, of having 
contributed to “the establishment of one of the most violent regimes in 
the history of mankind, which engaged in terrorism and violated human 
rights"? 


"Incestuous and at Times Illegal Relations’ 
An investigation would not only force the CIA authorities but also Henry 


Kissinger and his successor at the head of the National Security Council, 
Zbigniew Brzezinski, to explain the secret authorization given to the SAVAK 
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to freely operate in American territory, and te surveil and harass lranian 
students, What te the justification for the eilence observed in the face 

of the assassination plot conceived in 1976 by the shah's secret police 

age ioet an American citizen of Lranian origin, Nasser Afahar, whom the CIA 
and State Department had neglected to alert? The assistance furnished or 
asylum granted to « number of agente of the imperial regime, including some 
whe are guilty of atrocious crimes’? The case of Gen Resa Ravmi, former 
member of SAVAK, ie not unusual, While chief of police in Qom, in January 
1978 he had hundreds of peteons massacred; ae the head of security in Abadan, 
he wae accused of having a fire eet, in August of the same year, in the Rex 
movie house which caused the death of some 400 members of the audience, 

hese Rarmi ie now living quite peacefully in California, thanks to the false 
papere which were given to him by the American authorities. An extradition 
requested presented by the Iranian government last fall, before the hostages 
affair, wae rejected, 


The security services of the two countries were not the only ones to have 
"incestuous and at times illegal relations,” according to George Hansen. 
The banking sector, the business world, the political sector and the admin- 
istration were involved and would not come out of any future investigation 
with clean hands, Rather than establish an official lobby, duly registered 
as required by American law, the imperial regime had more cleverly secured 
the paid services, under various guises, of congressmen, senior retired 
milit. » (fficers, former department secretaries, bankers, university 
profteseore and influential journalists. 


In documents supplied by the Tehran authorities, in investigations conducted 
in Iran and America, particularly by THE WASHINGTON POST and THE NEW YORK 
TIMES, and in many initiatives taken by George Hansen before Congress, the 
names of personalities who are said to have benefited from the largesse of 
the Pahlevie were cited, among othere: Henry Kissinger; David Rockefeller; 
former Vice President Spiro Agnew; former Secretary of State William Rogers; 
Secretary of Finance William Miller; Mr. Bradley, mayor of Los Angeles; 
Pierre du Pont, governor of Maryland; Representative Larry MacDonald; John 
MacCloy, former governor of the World Bank; and even former President 
Gerald Ford, 


Many of these personalities, including Mee Javits, the senator's wife, 
received important material benefits doubtless without realizing that 
their fame and relations would help the shah create 4a precious network of 
durable friendships. 


The friendships of Rockefeller and Kissinger, in any case, are not denied. 
The head of the Chase Manhattan Bank and the former secretary of state have 
admitted that last summer they intervened several times with the adminis- 
tration in favor of the return to America of the former Iranian dictator. 
Some of these persons, such as former Under Secretary of State George Bali, 
accused them of having exercised “odious pressures” on President Carter, 
without, however, being unaware of the risks that the latter would be taking. 
Others miintain that they were deliberately seeking to preceipitate the 
crisis to better defend the conmingled interests of the United States and 
Chase Manhattan Bank. 
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CENTRAL BANK GOVERNOR DISCUSSES RELATIONS, PROBLEMS WITH SOVIETS 
Beirut AL-NAHAR in Arabic 10 Jun 80 pp 1, 10 


[interview With ‘Ali Reza Novbari, Governor of Central Bank of Iran, by 
Michel Nawfal; "Governor of Central Bank of Iran: ‘Very Official’ Soviet 
Document Supports Sharing Iran With United States") 


{Text} Tehran--A high-level Iranian official has attacked Moscow's posi- 
tion toward the dethroned shah, saying: "The Soviet regime, like the 
United States, supported the shah's regime." The official has revealed 
for the first time a “very official" Soviet document supporting the U.S. 
presence ‘n Iran in return for giving the Soviets “something.” Dr ‘Ali 
Reza Novbari, the governor of the Central Bank of Iran and one of the 
prominent figures in the working team formed around President Abol Hasan 
Bani-Sadr, has underlined the Iranian revolution's adherence to the slogan 
of “neither eastern nor western” and its rejection of all the international 
centers of power and has pointed out that the Iranian open-door policy [al- 
infitah] seeks to replace polarization between the east and the west by 
dialogue between the north and the south. 


AL-NAHAR interviewed Novbari at his office on the eve of his departure for 
Switzerland and the following dialogue took place: 


Open Up to East 


[Question] Can you explain to us the issue of Iran's opening up to the 
east’? is there a real opening up to the Soviet bloc and what has happened 
to the slogan of “neither eastern nor western?” 


[Anever) First, the slogen “neither eastern nor western” must be explain- 
ed. It means independence from all the centers of power embodied presently 
in the United States, the Soviet Union and their satellite countries be- 
cause the principle of Islamic unification means the absence of any cen- 
ters of domination at both the international and the national leveis. This 
slogan is embodied at the national level in elimination of all the classes 
that are not necessarily economic classes according to the one-dimensional 
concept of Marxiem which defines classes economicaliy on the basis of pro- 
duction in the mechanical sense of the word. The principle of 'slamic 
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unification means even more because 4 clase has ite cultural, social and 
political dimensions, The tragedy of the eastern countries ie that they 
have imagined that the elimination of classes is achieved through elimina- 
tion of private ownership. Meanwhile, everybody knows that classes at 
present are stronger in the east than they are in the weet, and so are 
clase privileges. But bureaucracy rules in the east whereas the other 
societies are ruled in the name of social classes, such as Saudi Arabia 
where tribes and clane rule, 


The same applies at the national level where the slogan of “neither wesat~ 
ern nor eastern” meane elimination of all the classes in return for Libera- 
tion from all the international centers of power. However, there is an 
organic relationship between the domestically predominant classes and the 
foreign centers of power. Out of our faith in Islam, we believe that man 
rejects by nature 411 domination and exploitation of man. If societies 
are freed of foreign intervention, they return to their inetinctive nature 
and eliminate all classes at the social level. Therefore, the presence 
of classes at the national level is connected with the foreign centers of 
power. This concept is founded on a domestic basis and a foreign basis. 
The shah's regime relied on both the inside and the outside. This situa- 
tion is present everywhere and our modern history confirms it. This 
theory which | have summed up briefly has been presented by Bani-Sadr in 
many of his books. We must free ourselves of foreign domination and must 
fight thie domination, whatever ite source. We have done thie with the 
weet at the political level. However, there remain the other spheres, 
especially the economic and social spheres. it is not correct to say that 
we are independent of the weet because we are atill followers. What we 
are trying to do now is not open up to the east but free ourselves of the 
total control of the weet. Through thie process, we will diversify our 
economic relations. 


[Question] We understand that the opening up is general and not directed 
toward the east only. 


[Anewer] The opening up is rather a process that curtails dependence on 
the five major western [sic] powers. Last year, our imports from the 
United States, Japan, Britain, France and West Germary topped the list 
whereas the other countries occupied the bottom of the list. But this 
situation is being changed completely now. The same thing is happening 
insofar as the eastern countries are concerned. However, we are proceed- 
ing step by step and we are giving priority to the weak countries and to 
the countries that have demonstrated their determination to be independent 
of the Moscow axis, such as Romania. There is a Romanian delegation in 
Tehran at present. 


Moscow and ite Allies 


[Question) it has been said that you have recently cancelled contracts 
with a number of eastern countries. 
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|Anewer) No, we have not cancelled any contracts. Wowever, we have 
problems with the Soviet Union insofar as [natural] gas is concerned. A 
distinction must be made between the eastern countries that suffer from 
the Soviet domination, such as Romania that opposes the Soviet invasion 
of Afghanistan and [that opposed) the Soviet invasion of Crechoslovakia, 
This doesn't mean that Romania is a capitaliat country and doesn't mean 
that the Soviet Union has a 100 percent control over Romania, In view of 
the fact that these countries are weak, they, like ue, look for partners 
far from the arrogant powers [al-mustakbirin], such ae the Soviet Union 
and the United States. These countries have not tried to wrench contracts 
at favorable terms. tven if they seek such contracts, we must say no. It 
is very natural, even between two merchants engaged in a barter, for the 
etronger to try to score points. It is up to the other side to say no. 
Today or tomorrow, we will sign a contract with Romania covering all the 
epheres: Industry, agriculture, trade, culture, petrochemicals and oil. 


Governments and Peoples 


[Question] Do you make a distinction between such countries as Romania 
and Hungary as you make a distinction between France and the United States? 
Aren't you afraid that the Soviet Union will infiltrate through the east- 
ern countries? 


[Anever] The major powers try to infiltrate everywhere. There is a dif- 
ference between the statement that a country must close iteelf to the out- 
side world--which is tantamount to total suicide and which will lead to 
destroying the Lranian society in its entirety--and the statement that 
there must be opening up. When there has to be opening up to the outside 
world, what are our options? Our options are these countries. However, 

1 must make a distinction between these the governments and peoples of 
these second-class countries. Our policy and our strategy call for insti- 
gating these peoples against their governments, i.e. our policy and our 
strategy call for pushing in the direction of unity between two peoples 
more than pushing in the direction of unity between two governments. If 
we say that the Turkish people are our brothers, the Turkish government 

is not as Islamic as we would wish. However, thie doesn't mean that the 
Turkish people should not be helped. Thus, through reducing tension be- 
tween countries, we permit peoples to revolt. The entire human experience 
shows that every time there are border tensions or conflicts, the centers 
of power get stronger. On the other hand, whenever there is relaxation, 
the masses are able to stage their revolution. 


[Question] You have focused on Romania. Are there other eastern coun- 
tries? 


[Anewer|] We have relations with all the countries. A Polish delegation 
was here last week and we laid down foundations for new relations between 
our two central banks and our two banking systems and we agreed on exten- 


sive economic exchange. 











This started with Romania and with India. 
Relationship With Moscow 


[Question) What are the problems currently existing with Moscow and what 
are their causes? 


[Anewer) I believe that the Soviet Union benefited heavily from the shah's 
regime. Lt bought gas (from the shah) at one fifth ite price and this is 
considered exploitation. The Soviet regime supported the shah before the 
United States. 1 will reveal to you for the first time that the documents 
that we have found include a very official document from the Soviet ambas- 
sador at the United Nations to the Iranian [etic] ambassador at the United 
Nations which saya: 


"We have never said that we are against the U.S. presence in Iran. What 
we have always said is that this presence should be balanced, i.e. you 
should be here and we should be here. We have always reiterated that we 
are friends of the shah's regime and we are still for the U.S. presence. 
But give us something." 


This means that there used to be a reservoir and everybody wanted to ex- 
ploit it. The nature of the Soviet regime has not changed because it is 
natural for the Soviets not to be happy with the presence of the current 
regime in Iran. The second danger is, insofar as the Soviets are concern- 
ed, the idea of independence. The idea of independence is very sacred. 

if my information is correct, depending on what my brothers have said, the 
idea of independence has spread in the Middle East rapidly and influenced 
everybody. It is a emall word that has big dimensions. it has influenced 
even the Palestinian movement and ite influence will only escalate. There 
must be a distinction between supporting the Iranian revolution and criti- 
cizing ite procession. The principle of the revolution, based on inde- 
pendence and freedom, has been received positively and has influenced the 
Palestinian movement againet the centers of power. The idea of inde- 
pendence poses a danger to the Kremlin's regime because this regime is 
founded on the basis of Russian control over the 16 republics. But five 
of these republice are Islamic and were stripped away from the Muslim 
countries [world] by force. If I were Brezhnev, it would be natural for 
me to tremble with fear from the spread of the etruggling Islamic tendency 
in the country. They are afraid because they have 50 million Muslims. 


The Tudeh Party (the Iranian Communist Party) has always proven that it is 
4 servant of the Soviet Union and, consequently, a servant of the United 
States because the major powers are united by an intricate and natural 
unity similar to the unity of the peoples of the world. The Soviet Union 
and the United States do struggle against each other. But they unite in 
the face of the danger of the peoples. The Soviets prefer a country sub- 
servient to the United States to an independent country and they have al- 
says done so. 
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FACTORS CAUSING FALL OF SHAH; HIS REGIME ANALYZED 
Paris POLITIQUE ETRANGERE in French No 7, Spring 1980 pp 53-67 


[Article by Christian Pahlavar: Words printed between slantlines appeared 
in italics} 


{[Abstract--A specialist in contemporary Iranian history, Christian Pahlavan 
analyzes the causes that led to the fall of the Shah and his regime. In 
this article, he deals with the paradoxes of one key-factor--the meander~- 
ings of the American protector. 


Goin, »ack to the origin to the “American connection" in Iran, which inei- 
dentaily coincided with Mohammad Reza Shah's accession to the throne, 
Christian Pahlavan reveals the curious profile of US foreign policy in 
Iran--which Foster Dulles called “the road to Tehran"--that has never pro- 
ved capable, with clear and accurate principles, of becoming a “truly 
Iranian policy". Instead, Washington always carried out in Iran a vacuous 
pragmatism dependent on the changing moods of the various Presidents-- 
their sympathy or antipathy to the Shah (a key-character the Americans 
never learned to know)--, the selfish interests of favoured allies (Great 
Britain), and the spontaneous reaction dictated by the fight against Com- 
aunism. } 


{Text) For several months an astonished world has watched an unequal 
struggle--but unequal for whom?--of a placid Goliath and a bellicose 
David. The “hostage affair" has already been very expensive for America: 
she has Seen scoffed at, she has lost Iran, the oil cartel has exploded, 
and the dollar has crumbled. Peace itself is threatened. But that is 
not all. It is said that this “psychological Pearl Harbor" has freed the 
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Americans trom a complex of destructive guilt. It has, above all, saved 
at the last moment a President whose blunders have already been of such 
benefit ( the tmplacable enemy who shows more and more clearly behind 
all these mishaps: the USSB. In vain, at the patriotic festivals in 
Colorado or Minnesota, have Mickey [Mouse] and Superman been called to 
com to the rescue. America is caught in a trap, at the mercy of black- 
mail which the threat of an opening of the Iranian archives raises for 
her. In a mocking tone, hasn't Sadegh Ghotbzadeh just said to Mohamed 
Heikal: "Now we can make at least a hundred American politicians sing?" 


A disaster of this scale suggests a certain number of questions. One of 
them resembles them all: “How did the Americans get to this point?" 
What, therefore, was the path of this "Road to Tehran" (the title of the 
foreign policy book of Secretary of State [John] Foster Dulles} which led 
them so far from their objectives? 


In 1945, when petroleum multiplied the strategic value of the Lranian 
isthmus, the Americans inherited one of the keys of world equilibrium 
which, until then, the British and Russians had snatched or divided and 
which, in vain, Napoleon and Hitler had tried to seize: Iran. Now America, 
whose isolationist tendency is well known, having received this "“instru- 
ment" without having truly tried co obtain it, has not learned how to make 
use of it. From this moment and during the four decades of its suzerainty 
over this country--which coincides with the reign of Mohammad-Reza Pahlavi 
~-America has not had and will never have a true, structured Iranian poli- 
cy, well-adjusted, logical, continuing. In place of that America would 
use a kind of pragmatism, crude and dependent on the mood of the different 
presidents (the sympathy or the antipathy which they feel for the Shah), 
the self-centered interests of her privileged allies, and the ill- 
considered reflexes which her struggle against communism imposes on her. 
Instead of being worried over this incoherence, the Americans place the 
responsibility on their vassal. An historical review proves this theory. 
The present article is therefore conceived of as a “passing show," in the 
course of which we will see: Roosevelt building on the corpse of Iran a 
formidable logistics bridge destined for “the Red Army"; Truman saving the 
integrity of the country by brandishing the atomic bomb, only to abandon 
it later, complete, but drained of blood; Eisenhower saving but compromis- 
ing the Shah by replacing him on his throne by means of a noisy coup d' 
etat; Kennedy imposing on Iran an agrarian reform tailored for Latin 
America; Nixon transforming the country into a demented arsenal; and, 
finally, Carter abandoning Iran to the chaos which he provoked. 


An Idyllic Prelude 


From the beginning of the post-Columbian era, the Yengi-Donia already 
sought the Persian soul.2/ Wasn't it in the logic of things, in the al- 
most physical logic of a dynamism of the body that these two antipodes, 
the “East Pole” and the “West Pole” should be mutually attractive? In 











the 19th century the first "Ambassador" of Persia in America, the famous 
"Hadji Washington", never ceased his praise for the "Etazonis" (sic): 

"What God and the Prophet wanted is found here!" For her part Persia saw 
the first Americans come to her. They had attractive and romantic fea- 
tures. They were the Baskerville's, heroes and martyrs of the Constitu- 
tional Revolution; Morgan Shuster, determined defender of Persian inter- 
ests and who, hunted by the Russians, denounced "the strangling of Persia"; 
the Reverend Jordan; Professor Popp who, in accordance with his wish, will 
rest forever in the vicinity of Zayyandeh-Roud. But once their country 

set toot in lran and insinuated itself in the affairs of this country, 
these charming faces were transformed and became caricatures. The case 

of Doctor Millepaugh well illustrates this phenomenon. Assigned the task, 
just after the First World War of reorganizing the finances of Persia, 

he sought, by all available means, to obtain gold for this country.2/ So 
much devotion earned for him the right to pass for “an American and even 

a Persian patriot" (the two things then not being considered incompatible). 
However, when, after the Second World War, Millspaugh was recalled to lLran, 
his new mission ended in a lamentable failure. He returned to the United 
States and expressed his bitterness by writing a book, /Americans in 
Persia/, in which he goes os far as suggesting an "“Anglo-American-Soviet" 
trusteeship for Iran. This book indicated very well the moral crisis which 
was on the point of breaking out between the two countries. 


Roosevelt a Broker  f Anglo-Russitan Aggression and Promoter of the 
Victory Bridge 


In 1941, besieged in his capital by the hereditary enemies of Iran, Bri- 
tain and Russia (reconciled--despite ideology--and who had just violated 
iranian neutrality), Reza Shah sent by telegram a desperate appeal to 
President Roosevelt, A waste of time, as this cry of distress had no re- 
sponse. In effect, like the France of Delcasse in 1907, America arranged 
and organized the “banquet of the predators." How far one was from the 
protests raised by America against the treaty of 1919, by which Great 
Britain had tried to establish a protectorate over Persia’ For the moment 
it was a matter of occupying Iran, to prevent its petroleum from falling 
into enemy hands and to make of it a route for the passage of military 
material destined for the USSR. The Transiranian railroad, newly con- 
structed, led in effect from the Persian Gulf to the Caspian Sea, in other 
words to Stalingrad, where everything was acted out. Two years later, in 
1943, at the Tehran Conference, Roosevelt received in audience, and with 
condescension, the new King of Iran, Mohammad-Reza Shah, a young man 23 
years of age, to whom he promised, a little as one gives a toy to a child, 
aid to reforest his country.3/ Can one conceive of greater clumsiness 
than this humiliation inflicted on a Chief of State (and through him on 
his country), forced to visit a foreign guest in his Embassy? 


Worn out by the war effort and under the threat of a new conflict (the 
shadow of the cold war was then cast on the world), Britain passed its 
hand, the tiller of the "Free World,” to an American which sought every- 
where to replace it, notably in Greece, in Turkey, and in Iran. Hence- 
forth, America could no longer be for Iran a providential third party 








capable of interposing itself, but the natural successor of one of its 
"eruel guardians." America was therefore and henceforth compared to the 
latter, to a disgraced Britain within which a cultural community strength- 
ened the confusion, 


Truman Saves Azerbaijan But Ahandons Iran to Misery and Agitation 


Under the protection of the Red Army which "forgot" to return to Russia, 
the Communist Party proclaimed a republic in Azerbaijan, which thus went 
into secession. Truman then sent--secretly--a direct ultimatum to Sta- 
lin.4/ Behind this ultimatum it seems clear that the American President 
waved an atomic threat. Truman himself writes in this connection in his 
memoirs:5/ "I sent a blunt message to Premier Stalin." That said, the 
energetic Little tie salesman forgot to match such a bold maneuver with 
an elementary countermeasure which would have pulled Iran out of the 
economic depression into which the occupation plunged it and out of the 
anarchy which flowed from it and on which Stalin surely counted to right 
the “wrong” which he had suffered, this time by seizing the country en- 
tirely. For as he withdrew his right hand (the Red Army) from the cover, 
his left hand (the Communist Party) became feverishly active. The Shah, 
who was already dreaming of modernizing his country, had established with 
the "Morrison-Knudsen Company" the firm "Overseas Consultants Incorpora- 
ted" with vast development plans. But during his trip to the United States 
fruman refused the Shah the means to support this policy. The most the 
Americans would give, apart from more substantial military aid and some 
"Fulbright scholarships," was limited economic aid, ill-adapted to Lranian 
agriculture, in the framework of the "Point Four" program, which the 
Ghirshman's rebaptized the "Weak Point." Disappointed in his hopes, the 
Shah would later attribute responsibility for the rise of "negative 
nationalism” to the indifference of the Americans to the urgent needs of 
the count ry .6/ 


Eisenhower Saves and Disfigures the Shah 


The error, this time, was not so much at the level of the direct interven- * 
tion of the Americans in the internal affairs of Iran (Iran had just 

missed swinging over to the East, and Mossadegh would admit this himself 

as he stood aside) but in the disclosure of this intervention, which 

marked with infamy, even felony, the regime which they claimed to restore 
and which had, even so, benefited from the local and benevolent help of 

the political Right-Wing and of the Religions. Discredited in this way 

this regime would consequently become, whatever it did, the government of 
“the coup d’Etat.” 


At the beginning the Americans were not hostile to Mossadegh. "Mossy" 
even enjoyed a certain popularity among them: sThis man," declared, for 
example, Justice William Douglas, “whom I am flattered to call my friend, 
is a democrat in the true sense of the term. That is to say, in the sense 
of La Folette." Concerned, the Tudeh Party alleged that Mossadegh would 








give to the Americans what he had taken from the British, that he was their 
"tool," that he was selling himself to richer masters and that, on the 
whole, he was going to transform [ran "into an immense American military 
base. "7/ 


But the British were going to "turn around” an America on which the gusts 
of McCarthyism were blowing. And that was the more easily done since in 
Washington the Democrats were giving way to the Republicans. By making 
common cause with their British cousins and taking over a large part of 

the Iranian black gold, the Americans were no longer similar to but identi- 
fied with the public enemy: "the imperialist wolf," it was said, "is giv- 
ing up the sheepskin in which he was masquerading." 


Caught in the trap of the economic blockade, forced into authoritarianism, 
abandoned by the liberals, Mossadegh desperately needed help from the 
United States and, "swallowing his pride," would go so far as to ask for 
it directly. Richard Cottam, who discusses this situation, has noted 
several letters addressed by the old Iranian leader to Eisenhower. 8/ 


The Embassy of the United States and the agents of the CIA--Kermit Roose- 
velt and General Schwarzkopf--were at the center of the coup d'etat which 
finally on 28 Mordad (19 August 1953) overthrew the government of Dr 
Mossadegh.9/ During his trial the latter revealed the existence of a 
check, No 703 352, signed by an American authority (Edward G. Donally) 
and amounting to $390,000, which had been cashed at the Banque Melli by 
American agents the evening before the coup d'etat. Now, American sour- 
ces report amounts of money much larger than that, while flattering them 
selves with what they considered an exploit. As early as 6 November 1954, 
for example, the SATURDAY EVENING POST spoke proudly of the "new triumph 
to the credit of the CIA, the successful coup d'etat in Lran last summer, 
by which theold dictator, Mossadegh, was overthrown and the friend of 
this country, Shah Mohammad-Reza Pahlavi, was returned to power." Later, 
the ups and downs of this operation would be fully discussed, with ample 
details, in many books devoted to the CIA and to its achievements. 


Kennedy and the Panacea of Punta del Este 


After the events of 28 Mordad, Washington had incorporated the Iranian 
link in its chain of alliances destined to "contain" the USSR (Baghdad 
Pact; later called CENTO). America also provided to Iran, from 1953 to 
1957, $300 million for i.s economic development and as much again for the 
equipment of its army But the failures of a cabinet at the service of 
the Palace accentuated the effects of the crisis of prestige in which the 
regime was struggling. America then subjected the Shah to pressures of 
all kinds: criticism of a financial expert (mission of Dr Taylor in 1957), 
a threat of a coup d'etat, of establishment of a republic 10/ (the Baghai 
affair in 1960). 
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It was in this troubled context that the election of President Kennedy 
took place. He was carried into power by an America traumatized by the 
Cuban revolution. Following the Punta del Este conference, Fulbright 

and Harriman, 11/ one after the other, transmitted to the Shah the warn- 
ings of the new American chief executive: the United States was demanding 
agrarian reform, a more representative government, and a fight against 
corruption.12/ Kennedy also imposed on the Shah a new Prime Minister, 
Ali Amini, Lranian Ambassador to Washington and a familiar of the White 
House, a negotiator of the agreement signed with the petroleum consortium, 
whose opponents justly accused him in this connection, of corruption. 


We know even better the details of this affair since the Shah himself, 
fearing in October, 1977, that the Americans would impose on him once 
again his bete noire (Amini), revealed them. At the risk of losing cre- 
dit for the paternity of the agrarian reform, which he made into the 
flory of his reign, the Shad did not hesitate then to say everything. On 
22 October the Iranian press reported that, "according to the statement 
of former American Ambassador Armin Mayer, President Kennedy, in return 
for a grant of $35 million in aid, had intervened to ensure that Ali 
Amini be named Prime Minister."13/ A few days later the Shah confirmed 
to NEWSWEEK 14/ that "Kennedy had in fact intervened in connection with 
the designation of Amini as head of the government." 


At the end of dynamic and brilliant, but theoretical, speculation aimed 
at broadening the social base of the regime and at wresting the Prome- 
thean flame of reform from the Marxists, the new strategy imposed on the 
lranian monarchy by the American Executive deprived it, in the short 
term, of its two natural pillars of support: the big landowners and the 
Muslim clergy, leaving it nothing more than the third pillar, the army, 
henceforth its only and therefore problematical support and which, more- 
over, was not spared in the fight against corruption. On the morrow of 
the “three glorious achievements" of the "Islamic Revolution," the socio- 
logist Paul Vieille would be categorical in saying: "without the agrarian 
reform and the destruction of the feudal structure, the "Khomeini pheno- 
menon/ would not have been possible; the traditional political class 
would have stood in the way." 15/ 


Johnson Loses Contro! Over Lran 


Already in 1962, on the occasion of an official visit to the United States, 
the Shah had succeeded in convincing Kennedy, suddenly charmed with hin, 

of entrusting to him the pursuit of the reforms then under way. Amini 

was therefore dismissed, as well as his minister of agriculture, a bubbling 
figure reminiscent of the Gracchi of Rome. He was replaced by a great 
feudal figure, a symbol of corruption and of servility, Alam, “Lord of 
Ghaen" and “King of Saffron," whose immense property would escape being 
broken up in the agrarian reform. Kept under house arrest, Amini expressed 
his anger in these terms: “When I left the government, I thought that 

it would take 30 years, or at best 15 years, to complete this reforn, 











but on my return from Switzerland [ found that they had hurried up the job 
and baptized it Revolution!" 16/ 


In 1964 the Americans struck back and sought to impose on the Shah a radi- 
cal program. But the new Prime Minister, Hassan-Ali Mansour, who was 
spoken of as wishing to create "socialism" and even proclaim a republic, 
was shot down by a fanatic. The vassal of the dead man, Amir-Abbas 
Hoveyda, who, it is said, revealed the "American plans" to the Shah (a 
service for which he was paid very well), then became, and for a long time, 
the vassal of the Shah. 


Aided by this clever counselor, the King succeeded in disengaging himself 
in part from the American grasp. He slid through the hands of Johnson, 

for better or worse. At the time of the Vietnam War and during the high 
noon of Gaullism, anti-Americanism paid off. 17/ The Shah was also tempted 
to pull on this cord. He declared that he was dissatisfied with CENTO and, 
in the name of a policy "of national independence," ordered a steel works 
and war material from the USSR. The WASHINGTON POST criticized with vehe- 
mence the industrialization plans of the Shah: "Western experts," this 
paper wrote in the month of July, 1966, "are of the view that the construc- 
tion of such a steel works will not be profitable to Iran," and they add 
that, "instead of building this factory, the Iranian authorities would do 
better to think of their agriculture." Half-annoyed, half-softened by 

the impulses of its protege, Washington declared that it was going to 
suspend its aid to Iran which, certainly, was capable of flying with its 
own wings. 18/ In fact, it seems that the purchase of the arms, like that 
of the steel works, was concluded with the tacit agreement of the United 
States. The Amricans saw in this a certain number of advantages which, 

by giving satisfaction to Iran, brought to the former a kind of relief. 


Nixon, Inventor of Iranian "Vice-Imperialism" 19/, the "Policeman of 
the Persian Gulf" 


When he arrived at the White House, Richard Nixon already considered the 
Shah as “a counselor." He greeted the “victories” and the aspirations of 
Iran. In 1969 the [Iranian sovereign was therefore greeted with the con- 
sideration due to his new rank by a fanfare of emblazoned trumphets. The 
two partners, acting in perfect harmony, exchanged grandiose gestures: 
the space program of one, imperial celebrations of the other. 


Iran saw itself assigned new functions: the former boss of the “Temple of 
Langley," Helms, was named Ambassador to Tehran. Eighty percent of ex- 
patriate American military personnel then resided in Iran. And it was 
said that nuclear bombers would reportedly be installed at a base in the 
vicinity of Ghom...Iran, which had just replaced Great Britain in the 
Persian Gulf. was f \.ting communist guerillas in its own territory and 
in the whole region, ,.rticularly in Dhofar. 
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Halfway on the journey the roles were even reversed, when the Shah inter- 
vened financially, it seems, in the re-election of his friend. From then 
on Nixon considered that no limit could any longer be fixed on the sale 
of armaments to the Shah and that he would be provided with almost every- 
thing that he wanted (President Ford would follow this policy). Thus, 
until the collapse of the imperial regime the United States delivered to 
[ran more than $10 billion worth of weapons of ev>ry category. 


Flattered in this way the Shah had assumed the leadership of the petroleum 
revolution. This was the price which Nixon thought he should pay in the 
name of his sympathies and of his anti-communism. The Presidency of Nixon 
therefore constituted a point of no-return in the mad ambitions which the 
Shah nourished for his country. 


Carter Sets in Motion and Presses to the End the Process of Elimination 
of the Shah 


The Process is Set in Motion 


The Shah feared the election of Carter. Democratic Party Presidencies 
had always coincided for him with difficult tests. On 2 August 1976 a 
sub-committee headed by Hubert Humphrey had denounced the aberrations of 
the sales of arms to Iran, concluding that its dependence on the United 
States was such that it would be almost impossible to modify relations 
between the two countries, even if "a revolution in Iran were to end in 
the replacement of the Shah by an anti-American regime." 


Having come to power to restore the prestigeous image of America (after 
Watergate and Vietnam), Jimmy Carter, despite the particular situation in 
Iran, could not fail to formulate certain demands, given, in particular, 
the sinister reputation of the Savak. Also, to start off, the Shah and 
the newly-elected President involved themselves in a test of force. 
Carter forgot to respond to the congratulations and best wishes of the 
Iranian sovereign, while declining to accept his almost immovable Ambas- 
sador, Ardechir Zahedi. Further, the policy of non-proliferation and the 
report of the delivery of Hawk missiles to Iran exasperated the Shah. 
Keeping a stiff upper lip, the latter, however, gave many signs of good 
will: 


--good will visit of the Empress; 


--dismissal of Hoveyda (replaced by a man supported by the Americans, 
en eminent member of the Agency); 


--abandonment of an increase in the price of oil. 
For their part, smelling the air newly moved by the "Carter Wire " the 


Iranian opponents of the Shah raised their heads and increased . neir pro- 
vocations. 
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In November, 1977, despite the massive demonstrations of his opponents, 
the Shah triumphed in the "moment of truth" which his visit to the United 
States constituted in the eyes of everyone. Carter greeted him with 
these words: "You have already met seven of my predecessors. It is an 
honor for me to receive you in the first year of my Presidency." There 
was a matter between the two partners of the signature of the largest 
economic agreement “ever concluded between two States." Returning his 
visit to the Shah, Carter went to spend the New Year holidays in Tehran 
and gave him a good conduct medal, going so far as to present him as a 
sort of "champion of Humanity.” But the new rules of play, imposed by 
the little man from Georgia, by halting repression in lran, were to give 
free reign to the revolution. 


The Final Blow 


One year later, in November, 1978, the power of the Shah was hanging on 
only one thread: the good will of the White House. Now, on the eve of a 
new test (the day of Shi'ite mourning), the Americans wh», as in the time 
of Nixon, had always supported a certain Iranian opposition to the Shah, 
without, moreover, realizing that the Iranian opposition to the Shan par- 
ticularly criticized their sovereign for his alliance with America, under- 
took the beginning of a separation. 

"No one," Jimmy Carter said one day, "can foresee what I will do tomorrow." 
On 12 February 1979, less than 48 hours after the fall of the imperial re- 
gime, Tehran learned that President Carter had declared himself, “ready to 
work with the religious leaders."’ America was, moreover, one of the first 
nations to recognize the Ayatollah. On 15 February Andrew Young announced 
that Khomeini was "a Saint." In fact, even before the former regime col- 
lapsed, Mehdi Bazargan had given assurances on television: "America is 
prepared to support us." 20/ All of the economic military agreements 
--there were about 100--were continued in force. Also, certain wise 

minds already saluted a “master stroke of American policy," "a new 28 
Mordad." 


How Did We Come to This Point? 


In December [1978], in view of the deterioration of the situation, Presi- 
dent Carter, dissatisfied with the information which the CIA was giving 
him, decided to resort to new procedures. He sent out other specialists, 
three persons who had long studied Iranian affairs, Professors Hill, the 
inventor of the theory of the "Pahlavi Web-System" 21/, Cottam, and 
Zonis, 22/ without checking on how much up-to-date these observers were, 
when in fact they no longer were. They went straight to the point: "The 
Shah must go." The British Ambassador also advised that it was time to 
play the Khomeini card: “the gains are less but they are more sure." 

At their meeting in Guadeloupe the four western leaders, by common accord, 
chose this solution. Then things went very quickly. Genera! Huyser, the 
"American military ambassador" 23/ who worried the Russians so much, 
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publicly issued advice that the army remain quiet, On 11 February [1979] 
the chief of staff of an army that was “made in the USA," giving way, 
went over to the revolution (as well as the “soul of the SAVAK,” General 
fare 9d declared: "“Weneeforth the Army will be...neutral.” Also 
seer » «6» 0 aly to the winners, the commander of the Air Force would 
mke (is comment which the Shah would borrow from him: 24/ “General 
liuyeer threw the King out of the country like a dead mouse." 


From this brusque change of direction Washing on aleo counted on profits 
in the “geo-ideologico-political” order. 


in the East Ielam has always seemed to be a rampart against communism, a 
powerful antidote, a form of homeopathy. The Islamic leaders, moreover, 
kept up these hopes very skillfully. 25/ The reversa! of the Iranian alli- 
ance of America therefore had equally for its purpose the strengthening 

of the Iranian weak link, galvanized by Islam, or rather to knock down the 
old monarchical wall, a powerless rampart against Russian hegemony, im 
patient to reach the warm seas, in ord°r to replace it with an uncross- 
abl. and “elastic” marshland. For the American plan could be extended to 
Afghan stan and even, perhaps, to central Asia. The Islamic awakening 
mde one ope for a reconquest of Afghanistan, if not a “Vietnam for the 
Soviets." “ery quickly, while Khomeini advocated “an Islamic solution," 
the Ayatollah's exhorted their correligionists to rebellion. The American 
plan had still other implications. Since the winter [of 1978-79] the 

man in Washington wlio had encouraged Carter to abandon the Shah, the 
former [Under] Secretary of State, George Ball, discreetly established 
contact with the PLO. He openly recommended recogniti 1 of Yasser Arafat. 
Would not these turbulent squatters be the best guards of the “house” 

(the Middle East)...on condition, of course, that they are offered the 
job? 


But Moscow overturned all these plans, wiped out all these dreams. 


With the hand which it had above the covers (let us remember it, the army) 
the USSR overturned the Afghan guerrillas, to the great embarrassment of 
Zbigniew Brzezinski, who naively believed that he had a tacit agreement 
with the Russians and recalled to them with candor the moderate attitude 
adopted by his country in Iran. 


With the hand which it had under the sheet (the full-fledged Marxists which 
it had in Iran) the USSR “unmasked” the pro-American Muslims. Ebrahim 
Yaedi at first, who pleaded with passion for a “leftist” and “anti-Zionist" 
America, but whom they accused of wishing to re-introduce imperialism 
“through the win.ww." 26/ And soon the whole bourgeois team of Mehdi 
Bazargan, by attacking the American Embassy. These two interventions 

were mutually supporting. The Soviet Army would intervene the more easi- 
ly in Afghanistan as the Americans were “caught” in the affair of the 
hostages, and the Americans would be even more paralyzed in this affair 
once the Russians were in Kabul. 
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Today the leraelis congratulate themelves openly on the disappearance of 
the hopes founded on an Islamic-American alliance. The alarm was serious, 
and Ezer Weieman stated: “This revolution shows, once again, the disunity 
among all the Muslims and proves to the Americans that the world is neither 
completely black nor totally white, that it has shadows, like terroriem.” 


This backward look has permitted us therefore to note more clearly the 
shortcomings and the aberrations, not of the “Iranian policy” of the 
United States=--as we have already said, there never was one==but, let 

> o> of American policy in Iran. We have distinguished three essential 
policies: 


1. Discontinuity of action: The six presidents who, since Franklin D. 
Roosevelt, have succeeded each other in the White House have each time 
built their actions on the ruins of that of their predecessors. By it- 
self the alternation in power of the Democrats and the Republicans, which 
eupties not only the organs of power but still more the adMinistration and 
the embassies, has catastrophic effects. Roosevelt left to Truman an oc- 
cupied Iran. Truman left a revolution under way to Eisenhower who, him- 
self, entrusted to Kennedy a d‘ecredited regime. Kennedy and Johnson left 
to Nixon a liberated Iran, and the latter left to Carter a country in the 
grip of madness. Carter, at lewt, will leave nothing to his successor. 
In the course of this staggering procession one has the impression that, 
on several occasions, the Shah, mortilly wounded, has been put back in 

the saddle and charged with a mission, each time a different one. One 
notes also that each president has wound up by adopting the reverse of his 
initial policy, during the second part of his term or after his re-election. 
Let us recall that this was the case, notably, for Truman, Eisenhower, 
Kennedy, Johnson, and Carter. Let us remark that the “great Presidents," 
those who were elected under a well-defined program, have generally shown 
themselves to be the most awkward as far as Iran is concerned. 


2. The enigma of their interlocator: The American presidents have never 
succeeded in seeing through the mystery of him who, for four decades, was 
to be their principal Iranian interlocator. The American politicians, as 
Fereidoune Hoveyda has just recalled in his book, 27/ have the most contra- 
dictory views on the Shah. “Dean Rusk saw in him, if not a genius, at 
least the best informed man in the world, alongside the President of the 
United States. Henry Kissinger saw in him an absolute but enlightened 
monarch. William Simon (during the period when he was Secretary of the 
Treasury) saw him as an idiot ("a nut"). Cynthia Helm 28/ saw him as a 
complicated being, full of contradictions..." Scorned, even jeered at by 
Roosevelt and Truman, helped but compromised by Eisenhower, charged with 
a mission by Kennedy, praised to the skies by Nixon, he was finally be- 
trayed and wiped out by Carter. 


The Americans, at the end of the story, will have eliminated Reza Shah and 


Mossadegh and, regrettably, Mohammad-Reza Shah, in order to bring to power 
the catastrophic figure, Khomeini, who has such tempt of America. 


93 











}, The British magic: During these 38 years and more precisely at the 
crucial moments (occupation of Lran, overthrow of Mossadegh, abandonment 
of the Shah) Britain (and through her the of] companies) intervenes and 
wine the decision from this simple and brutal relative, 


if one were to keep only one impression of this inquiry, it would be that 
of the disproportion, even of the opposition, between means and ends. The 
impression of a fabulous meas. 
The American failure in Iran also throws a harah Light on the incompati- 
bilities which exist within the “free world,” between a democratic center 
(North American and Western Europe) and a periphery where dictatorship 
rules, to different degrees. 
As long as this hypocrisy is not denounced, the satellites of the West 
will continue to offer their flanks to the criticiems made by the agents 
of the Rastern bloc--a bloc where, alas, a sad homogeneity ia rife. 
POOTNOTES 


1. Abmad Kasravi: /Peydayesh-e Amrika/ (The Discovery of America), 
Tehran, 1945. 


2. He had even thought of asking for it from American philanthropic so 
cleties and from the League of Nations in exchange for the promise 
that Persia would not cultivate the opium poppu. 


3. Elliot Roosevelt: /Mon pere m'a dit/ [My Pather Told Me], Flammaricn, 
Paris, 1947. 


4. Werbert Druns: /Harry Truman and the Russians/. 
5. P 95. 


6. Donald Wilber: /Contemporary Iran/ London, Thames and Hudson, 1963, 
p 189. 


7. Richard Cottam: /Nationalism in Iran/ University of Pittsburgh 
Press, 1964, p 212. 


8. Idem., p 215. 


9. The latter bitterly reproached Ambassador Henderson for persuading 
the Shah not to leave. 


10. cf. The archives of the Department of State (1959). 


ll. Charge d'Affaires Rockwell also played a role in this affair. 
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Arthur Schlesinger, the chronicler of the “reign” of John Kennedy, 
mentions all that. 


The newspapers add that a certain Withman-Rasto, Counselor for Security 
Affairs, had then conceived a vast plan for intervention in lLranian 
atfaire, in which Amini was the star. 


} November 1977, 
Views expressed to the author of thie article. 
Idem, 


ef. Madjid Tehranian: “Iran: Politics of Anti-Americaniem,” THE 
NATION, 24 October 1966, pp 415-8. 


On his departure the AID Director, forgetting the enormous profits 
obtained by his country (equipment orders, petroleum), declared that 
the progress in Iran had been accomplished, thanks to the $958 million 
in aid, provided without strings by the United States to Iran for 17 


years. 


This is the name which the militante of the Third World then gave to 
the regime of the Shah. 


/Television Iran/ 8 February 1979. 


James Bill had applied himelf, in the last few years (as well as 
Marvin Zonis) to denouncing the /ramifications/ developed by the 
political system in place, even in the “doreh" (clubs) of the intel- 
lectuals (the web of a technocracy). In 1970-72 I myself met James 
Bill in one of these “doreh." 


These three authors thought and wrote henceforth for an Lranian in- 
telligentsia which had largely become English-speaking. For if 

there has been an “Americanization" of Iran, and the purists denounce 
this defect as the worst form of acculturation, there has also been 
some “Iranization"” of certain “zones” of America (such as certain 
university sectors, the University of Utah in particular; certain 
localities of California were also affected). 


PRAVDA, 19 January 1°79. 


Mohammad-Reza Pahlavi, /Response a l'Histoire/ [Response to History], 
Albin-Michel, Paris, 1979, p 247. 


On the even of his return, Sadegh Ghotbzadeh declared that: “If the 
USSR were in a position to spread Communism in the Muslim countries, 
it would already have done so in its own Islamic republics, which 
only force has separated from Iran.” 
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/Avandegan/ 1 Auguat 1979, 


/ia Ohute du Chah/ [The Pall of the Shah], Editions Buchet Chastel, 


> 
Paria, 


Wite of 


LysU, 


the former Director of the CIA and Ambassador to Tehran, 
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ELECTLON RESULTS ANNOUNCED 
Baghdad BAGHDAD OBSERVER in English 22 Jun 80 pp 1, 4 


[Text] The election centres in all the governorates early morning yester- 
day began to announce names of the 250 candidates elected in the National 
Assembly. The Baghdad Radio and T.V. stations announced the names of the 
winners as the returns were relayed to then. 


The first to announce the names of the winners was Governor of Baghdad, 
member of the Governorate's Election Committee. Following are the candi- 
dates elected in each governorate: 


First constituency: Iftikhar Ahmed Ayyoub al-Sammurraie, Eyada Kenaan 
Meizer al-Esded; Dr. Sadek Hamid Alwash; Jamal el'din al-Taie; Mohammed 
Taher Shukri al-Hayali. 


17th constituency: Sabawi Ibrahim al-Hassan; Jassim Kadhem Abed Ali; 
Felah Mutar Jeber; Zeidan Saddam Nejem; Abbas al Sayed Ali. 


Fifth constituency: Amer Ibrahim Mohammed al-Sammurraie; Bedr Hussein Ali 
al-Beldawi; Leman Shaker Mahmoud al-Tekriti; Fawzi Hamid al-Saadi, Abdul 
Hamid Shehab Hamed al Meshhedani. 


lith constituency: Hamed Mohammed Ali al-Saadi; Fadhel Ajeb Mehr al-Beid- 
hani; Abdul Latif Ahmed al-Sammurraic; Shebib Lazem Matrood al-Maliki; 
Muslem Hadi al-Jebouri. 


9th constituency: Manal Younis; Munther Werdi Abdul Hamid al Alousi; 
Kamal Abdulah Zuweid al-Hadithi; Attallah Hussein Hezaa. 


7th constituency: Khalid Abdul Hamid Tabra; Neda Shaker Mahmoud al-Kaisi; 
Abdul Jabbar Muhsen Salman; Alaadin Darwish Lutfi al Bakri; Ghanim Aziz 
Khadduri Danno. 

















Jalal Bashir Sarsam; 


Hareth Jamil Mehdi al Khashali; 
Shmoel Eramia Mikhael; Hasean Ali Abdul Hamid al-Bezerkhan; Abdul Kader 


Abdul Rageaq Abdul Wahab al-Janabi. 
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JORDAN 


BRIEFS 


WORLD FOOD PROGRAM ASSISTANCE--Amman, AL-RA'Y--An agreement was signed 
today in the National Assembly for Planning between the Jordanian Govern- 
ment and the World Food Program, by which the Program will present food 
assistance anc consultative services to Jordan with an estimated value of 
$14 million. Signing the agreement for Jordan was Dr Hanna ‘Awdah, Chief 
of the National Assembly for Planning and for the WFP, the resident 
representative of the Program for the UN in Jordan. [Text] [Amman 
AL-RA'Y in Arabic 25 Jun 80 p 2) 


CSO: 4802 
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PEOPLE'S DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF YEMEN 


SOUTH YEMEN OPPOSITION ALLIANCE PROCLAIMED IN BAGHDAD 
Kuwait AL-RA'Y'AL='AMM' in Arabic 7 Apr 80 p 17 


[Report on an interview with ‘Abd al-Qawi Makkawi, leader of South Yemeni 
opposition alliance, by Hisham Talib in Baghdad; date of interview not given] 


[Text] The latest developments in the two halves of Yemen have drawn the 
attention of political observers. It was thus necessary to discover the 
nature of these developments, and to observe their progress by following the 
movement of the elements initiating them, or affected by them. Therefore, 

it was natural for the "Yemeni Alliance" which convened in Baghdad during 
the past week, and which united Yemeni political organizations opposed to 

the Yemeni regime in the south, to become the focus of attention. The 
unification of these organizations under the name of "The National Progressive 
Alliance of South of Yemen" was announced here. Chosen as head of this new 
alliance Mr ‘Abd al-Qawi Makkawi. 


The question which presents itself is the following: Who are the members of 
this alliance, and what are its goals, aspirations, and motivations? 


The answer appears wide in scope. To comprehend the issues with clarity, 

we must return to the history of the recent conflict in Yemen, that is, the 
history of fragmentation and continual grief which "Yemen Felix" was destined 
to live through in these bad times. 


The Beginning of the Split 


On 26 September 1962, a revolution broke out in the north against the Imamate, 
which sparked the 14 October Revolution in the south. This led to independence 
of the south in the year 1967. The formations of the Popular Republic of 
South Yemen was proclaimed, and Qahtan al-Sha'bi took over as its first 
president. 


In October 1962, a National Front was formed, Its backbone was made up of 
Arab nationalists, for the most part, at that time. The outbreak of the 
revolution in San‘a on 26 September 1962 had led to the creation of a new 
climate, and helped the front to become active in Aden. The front held its 
first convention in 1965 at which it drew up a clear charter and prepared a 
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plan of action. When south Yemen geined ite independence in 1967, the front 
disintegrated, Its groups split up after their views and positions became 
confused with regard to the civil war and the intervention of the Egyptian 
army. 


The Military Coup 


At that time, the Yemeni army backed the front which took over power on 

30 November 1967. Perhaps the civil war resulted from the shoving for power 
among the various forces in Yemen, Although ail the factions participated 

in the national struggle for independence, it did not mean that the Liberation 
Front ('Abd al-Qawi al-Makkawi) would concede power to the National Front 
(Qahtan al-Sha'bi) which the army supported. Accordingly, disputes and 
divisions broke out. These involved, among others, the National Front, as a 
result of the communist and nationalist leanings of some of its members. 


This situation drove the army, on 20 March 1968 to attempt a coup d'etat 
under the leadership of several officers, including: Husayn ‘Ushal, ‘Ali 
‘Abdallah Maysiri, ‘Abdallah al-Salih al-Sab'ah, Ahmad Muhammad Bal'id, and 
Al-Saddiq Ahmad. However, this attempt failed miserably because of its lack 
of organization and the intervention of friendships between leaders of 

the coup and their rivals. Thus, the army returned to its barracks, and the 
situation stabilized under Qahcan al-Sha'bi, the first president of the 
republic following the independence of south Yeman. 


Insurrection in the Provinces 


It appears that this strategic patch of the Arab homeland was destined for 
more unrest. Rivalry intensified between the various forces, and a revolt 
broke out in the second and third provinces. The [National] Front became 
divided within itself, causing the army to attack the insurgents, who escaped 
to San‘a in May 1968, 





The Presidential Council 


In June 1969 a successful coup d'etat took place against Qahtan al-Sha'bi, 
whereupon Salim Rabi' ‘Ali assumed power. This movement brought together 
three factions, represented by Muhammad ‘Ali Haytham and ‘Abd al-Fattah 
Isma'il from the northern districts, and Salim Rabi' ‘Ali from the Abin region 
in the south. 


On the heels of this coup, Qahtan al-Sha'bi resigned. A presidential council 
was formed, and Salim Rabi' ‘Ali became its chairman. Muhammad ‘Ali Haytham 
became prime minister; ‘Ali ‘Antar, deputy prime minister; Muhammad Salih 
‘Awliqi, minister of defense; and ‘Abd al-Fattah Isma'il, secretary general 
of the (coalition). 


The Physical Purges 

Before long, difficulties of the coalition began to appear (July 1969) through 
practices which shed light on the nature of each faction, especially the 

three leaders, (‘Abd al-Fattah Ismail--Marxist; Salim Rabi' 'Ali--Chinese 
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Marxiet; and Muhammad Haytham--Yemen unification nationalist), The goal of 
the tri-partite alliance before the overthrow of Qahtan al-Sha'bi was the 
proclamation of the unity of Yemen, However, the differences which broke 
out among the three factions prevented this. Instead, they led to a chain 
of purges and assassinations whose victims included Major Hay ~* Ghaddur, 
and two Ba'thists, Abu Hilal al-Utayba and Ahmad Sakran, 


Resignation of the Prime Minister 


The assassinations took place, as it appears, without consultation of the 
coalition, i.e., through a special security organization directly controlled 
by ‘Abd al-Fattah and Salim, who represented the majority in the coalition, 
This caused Muhammad ‘Ali Haytham to announce his resignation in protest 
against theee practices. On 3 July 1971, he traveled to the Soviet Un! © om 
a study grant. He did this, according to those close to him, to achieve ‘ur 
himself a political balance, out of a fear that he too might be liquidated. 
From the Soviet Union, he went to Cairo. There, he was the target of two 
assassination attempts. He was wounded in the second, and his driver was 
killed. The perpetrators confessed, after their arrest by the Egyptian 
security forces, that they did it under orders of the Yemeni National Front 
and the Palestinian Popular Democratic Front. After that, Muhammad ‘Ali 
Haytham went to Saudi Arabia as a political refugee, and he travels periodically 
from there to Egypt. 


The Murder of Salim Rabi' 


While a number of regrettable events were taking place in Yemen, most notably 
the murder of Salim Rabi' ‘Ali and ‘Abd al-Fattah Ismail's assumption of 
power by himself, the Yemeni Unity Front was formed in Cairo under the leader- 
ship of Muhammad ‘Ali Haytham ‘Abd al-Qawi Makkawi was heading, also in Cairo, 
the United National Front. The presence of both Makkawi and Haytham in 
Cairo, and the meeting of their two political lines opposing the e.:isting 
regime in Aden, caused them to come to an agreement on the necessity of 
coordination between them, Other Yemeni forces outside Aden approved this. 
Thus the National Progressive Alliance of South of Yemen was proclaimed 

in Baghdad, bringing together the United National Front (Makkawi); the 
Yemeni Unity Front (Haytham), the 26 June Group--the forces of the martyr 
Salim Rabi' ‘Ali (al-‘attas); and the Movement of Southern Fighters and 
League of Sons of the South (al-Jaysh). 


Why was the announcement of the alliance made in the city of Baghdad itself, 
and not in Cairo, the site of the emergence of the Yemeni forces? And what 
does the transfer of Makkawi and Haytham from Egypt, which offered them 
much support and backing in fighting the Aden regime, to Baghdad, which 
welcomed them, mean? Did President Sadat have any connection with the new 
Yemeni alliance? What form will the alliance's relationship with Egypt, 
Iraq, and other neighboring Arab states take? What are the goals of the 
alliance, how strong is it, and what does it expect from the Arab state? 

Mr ‘Abd al-Qawi Makkawi, head of the alliance and former prime minister of 
Yemen, responded to these and other questions in an interview with AL-RA'Y 
AL-'AMM in al-Mansur Hotel in Baghdad. The interview is considered to be 
Mr Makkawi's first in a long time, and the first since the formation of the 
alliance and his selection as its chairman. 
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The First Statement 


At the start of the interview Mr Makkawi delivered the alliance's first 
statement. He said: 


"| want first of all to express to our great Arab people in the sister 
nation of Iraq, and to the regional and national leadership [of the Ba'th 
Party], led by His Excellency, President Saddam Husayn, the sincere feelings 
of affection, appreciation, and pride of our struggling Arab people in the 
southern half of Yemen towards their brothers in Arab revolutionary Iraq. 


"I carry to our brothers in our great Arab Iraq all the sincere feelings 

of their brothers, the freedom fighters in the southern half of Yemen, who 
were compelled to once more raise the banner of jihad to defend the Arab 
nature of the southern half of Yemen, its national affiliation with the 
united Arab nation against all forms of imperialism, old or new, eastern or 
western, | 


"The problem of the Arab people in the southern half of Yemen began the day 
Britain decided to hand over sole authority to the illegal gang who craved 
power, colluded with British imperialism, betrayed comrades-in-arms and 
violated the revolutionaries’ pledge to preserve the unity and solidarity 

of the revolution and to achieve independence and reconstruction of the country. 


"Thus began the tragedy of our people in southern Yemen. As of 30 November 
1967, our people started living in the shadow of a strange regime which 
hates the people, wages war against the people's revolutionaries and against 
the welfare and progress of the nation, and pursues government policies of 
subservience to other nations, disavowal of Arabism, and atheism. 


"It was natural that all big powers with imperialist ambitions should move 
against our Arab nation in the south of Yemen and against our pure Arab land, 
to assiduously create more discord and dissension. All greedy forces joined 
hands to plant a strange organism in the body of the Arab nation, which 

purged all nationalist and pan-Arab elements, even within the National Front 
itself. The south of Yemen lost its best revolutionaries and fighters, who 
were liquidated and forced to move out and scatter in various parts of the 
Arab and outside world. These together comprise two-thirds of the people of 
the southern half of Yemen, and include politicians, military personnel, 
students, trade unionist, physicians, engineers, lawyers, writers, teachers, 
and various other educated groups, as well as tens of thousands of blue and 
white collar workers, women, children and old men. They include all factions 
of the people and national action groups which fought with honor and sacrificed 
everything they owned for the victory of the revolution of the Moslem people 

of south of Yemen. These had also made a great contribution to the revolution 
of September 1962 in northern Yemen, and in raising the banner of the authentic 
and honorable Arab revolution." 





The Communist Camp 


Mr Makkawi continued: "In spite of the misfortunes and hardships suffered by 
the national and pan-Arab action groups in Aden, all factions of our people 
will remain faithful to the principles of their Arab nation and to the goals 
of their authentic revolution. Our people continue to offer martyrs and to 
call on all Arab brothers to become aware of the reality of our difficulties, 
These can be summed up in the fact that our land has been turned into an 
international communist camp in collusion with the outside international 
[communist] camp to fragment the Arab land and shatter the unity of the nation, 
so that the covetons big powers may divide it up among themselves," 


Arab Assistan:o 


He proceeded to say: "Our cause is a pan-Arab cause, It requires, without 
any doubt, [mobilization of| the efforts and capabilities of the Arab nation 
and its national and pan-Arab leaderships to confront the international 
octopus which has turned south Yemen into a launching pad for spreading its 
hegemony and achieving its ambitions in otherparts of the Arab and Islamic 


world. Age 4 of that, the Marxist-Leninist regime in Aden has been used 

to fight. Arab revolutionary brothers in Eritrea and western Somalia and 

to stand ‘9 by side with the iavaders against the Moslem fighters in 
Afghanista.:. very one of us realizes the dangers created by this Aden regime, 


which is equivalane to an extension of the Warsaw Pact, to the northern half 
of Arab Yemen, and to the security, sovereignty, and dignity of Arab citizens 
who wish to keep away from the conflicts and dominations of the great powers." 


The Demands of the Alliance 


Makkawi demanded the evacuation of the foreign bases and the elimination of 
the foreign presence in the southern half of Yemen, just as called for 

in the national charter proposed by revolutionary Iraq through its militant 
president, His Excellency Saddam Husayn. 


Makkawi added: "We are likewise cemanding the return of all emigrants to 
their homes and jobs, and the release of political prisoners. We are also 
demanding the establishment of a national, pan-Arab, democratic, unionist 
regime in which all unionist action groups will participate, in order to 
achieve, the return of south Yemen to the fold of the Arab nation. The new 
regime should strive to achieve Yemeni unity, and pursue a policy of compre- 
hensive Arab unity, not one of subservience to any international camp or of 
disavowal of our Arab character, our dignity, and our social, national and 
spiritual values. 


"We are struggling to achieve these goals, and to achieve real progress, 
genuine freedom and social justice, based on the reality of our national 

Arab affiliation. Just as we rejected British tutelage and imperialism in 

the past, we reject today communist tutelage and hegemony over the destiny 

of our people and our Arab nation. This nation possesses such a great heritage 
of civiliation and values that it can achieve sovereignty and progress, safe- 
guard its security and stability and build an illustrious and noble future, 

as desired by all members of our one Arab nation. 
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With the Liberation Movementa 


"We are proclaiming that we are at one with the causes of our Arab and 
Iulamic nation in Palestine, Eritrea, western Somalia, and Afghanistan, and 
with all liberation movements in the world, We reaffirm our adherence to 
and faith in the movement for non-alignment and positive neutrality, and our 
esteem for all who honor the causes of our Arab nation, At the same tim, 
we :eject any exploitation of the current conditions of our Arab nation 
through the imposition of any kind of domination, tutelage or imperialiem on 
any part of the Arab and Islamic homeland, 


"We will never accept the substitution of imperialiem for imperialiem or 

one form of foreign tutelage for another. We call on all Arab brothers to 
stand resolutely in recognition of the fact that the cause of our afflicted 
Arab nation in the south of Yemen ie the cause of the peace, security, dignity, 
freedom and sovereignty of the entire Arab homeland. It is a cause which 
affects the destiny of the Arab nation as a whole.” 


Why Iraq? 


After he read his statements, I asked Mr ‘Abd al-Qawi Makkawi about the 
purpose of hie visit to Iraq. He said: “The purpose of our visit to Iraq 


was the unification of all the national action groups in south Yemen who 
oppose the present regime. We came in order to unity our ranks and to 


act as a united cohesive front against the ter.oriet client regime in south 
Yemen." 


Commando Activity Against Aden 
[Question] What steps will the alliance take after its proclamation? 


{Answer} The future steps of the alliance following its first statement 
[blank space--two or three words missing). This is the first brick in the 
edifice of the national movement. We will meet in about 6 months or more 

to convene a general congress of representatives of the people of the entire 
south Yemen. The congress will form a new leadership for all of the resis- 
tance groups inside or outside the country. After that, action will begin 
in the domains of political and information activity, commando and military 
operations, and 80 on. 


Until now, no place has been set for this meeting. It is up to any country 
to permit us to hold it on its soil, be it [north] Yemen, Iraq or some other 
country. 

Both Are Arab Countries 


[Question] How do you explain your emergence in Cairo and your relocation 
t) Baghdad? 


[Anewer)] This makes no difference. They are both Arab countries. 
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Position Toward the Various Regimes 
{Question} Are you thinking of defining your position toward some Arab regimes’ 


|Anewer) If the situation requires it, yea, of course. But, at the present 
time, we are only concerned with our Yemeni cause, 


The [raqi Lavitation 
[Question] What are the foundations on which this alliance was formed? 


|Anewer) We were invited by the national leadership of the [Ba'th) party. 

We thank the Iraqi (°vernment for that. The purpose of the invitation was to 
unify the people of the south and to gather them into a single melting pot. 
The invitation was issued by Iraq, and has nothing to do with any other nation. 


Overthrowing the Aden Regime 
[Question] What are the aime of the alliance's activities? 


{|Anewer) Naturally and above all, action to overthrow the regime in Aden, 
to be followed by the formation of a government representing all sectors of 
and all nationalist and pan-Arab groups in the south. 


[Question] What is the extent of the alliance's strength, and who does it 
represent’ 


[Anewer) The alliance represents all the people of the south. As you know, 
two-thirds of the people have scattered out of Aden. The remaining third 

in the south lives in one large prison. Therefore, we represent those inside 
and outeide the country. Indeed, we have men inside, and we have all the 
people outside the country. 


San'a Blesses Our Step 


[Question] Does the San'a government have a role in this alliance or in 
backing it, and have there been any communications in that regard? 


[Answer] I do not know. Of course, the north will not oppose something 
like this alliance, because the north has a common interest in it. I 
believe that the north gives its blessing to this step. 


We Do Not Want the Soviets 

[Question] What does the alliance expect from the other Arabs? 

[Anewer} What concerns us is that the Arabs should perceive the dimensions 
of the various forms of imperialist designs. We are facing dreadful designs 
on the part of western imperialism as well as Cuban and Soviet intervention 


in our country. There must be universal Arab action to do away with this 
situation in a precious part of our homeland. 
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We Do Not Want a Marxist Union of Two Yemens 


{Question} Concerning unification of Yemen's two halves, do you have any 
thing to say on that? 


|Anewer}] We want and demand the unity of Yemen's two halves, but we do not 
want it to be a Marxiet union. Rather, we want it to be on a firm Arab 
foundation, adapted to the realities of our land and our Arab origin and 
civiliation, 


[Question] It is rumored in political circles that the Yemeni alliance was 
formed at the request of President Sadat himself. What is the truth of 
the matter? 


{[Anewer] No. Sadat had nothing to do with the formation of the alliance. 


We were not pressured by anyone to form it. Our sole purpose in forming 
thie alliance is what I have indicated in the course of this interview. 


Here the interview came to an end. But, there remain several questions, 

yet to be answered, regarding the new developments on the scene following 
the Saudi invitation to the south Yemeni president, ‘Abd al-Fattah Iema'il, 
to discuss the Yemen situation with King Khalid. King Khalid had already 
discussed this matter with the president of north Yemen, Ali ‘Abdallah Salih. 
Something is bound to happen following Iraq's embracing of the new alliance, 
some of whose leaders are backed by Saudi Arabia, and the anticipated visit 
of ‘Abd al-Fattah Iema'il to Saudi Arabia. 


Of course, the future will provide answers to these questions. Or are we 
expecting too much? Who knows? 
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SAUDI ARABIA 


MINISTER CITES NEED FOR AGRICULTURAL SELF-SUFFICIENCY 
Dammam AL~IQTISAD in Arabic Mar 80 p 24 


[Article: "The Minister of Agriculture and Water Says: ‘Our Goal Is 
Total Reliance on the Local Producer'") 


[Text] The minister of agriculture and water, Dr ‘Abd al-Rahman Al al-Shaykh, 
has emphasized that the method currently used in agricultural development is 
the correct scientific method. 


He reported the existence of a large number of competent large agricultural 
companies, financed by private capital and backing from the state through 
the ministry of agriculture and water. The goal is to arrive at complete 
reliance on the local producer. 


The minister mentioned that “we are still far from our principal goal, but 

I feel that we are not [too] far from it. There are tens of agricultural 
companies in existence now. In their forefront is the Harad Agricultural 

and Livestock Production Company. The company has a tremendous crop of grains 
and wheat, but its basic output is dairy products and by-products. There 

are the Mushayqi' farms, the Bakhsh farms, the Sanabil farms, and many 

farms in the Eastern region for the production of poultry. There are other 
farms in Al-Qasim and the western region, and all of these will have a 

great effect." 


The minister said: “I believe that these companies will not have a great 
impact in a year or two, but the real gains will come after a period of 
time." 


The minister stressed that the government of His Majesty is anxious to provide 
the national companies with all necessary means to assist them in achieving 
the national goal. 


The minister had undertaken a visit to the al-Matrud diary plant and the al- 
Matrud farm for agricultural industrialization in the Eastern Province, and 
expressed his admiration for the level attained by agricultural production 
and industrialization in the region. 








Shayk ‘Abdallah al-Matrud [operator of al-Matrud farm] declared: “lt is 
possible for me to announce to the citizens of the Eastern Province today 
that every citizen will be able to obtain fresh milk from the farm and dairy 
plant within a period not exceeding four months from now," 


On the future, Shaykh al-Matrud said that the principal purpose of the farm 
and plant is to build an integrated local food industry, without reliance 

on imports from abroad. The farm will supply the dairy plant with milk, and 
will likewise supply the eastern region with fresh vegetables. 


In the future, the farm will be one of the largest in the eastern region and 
the kingdom for the production of vegetables. 
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SAUDI ARABLA 


GOVERNMENT PUSHES EASTERN PROVINCE DEVELOPMENT PROJECTS 
Public Transportation Services Launched 
Dammam AL~IQTISAD in Arabic Mar 80 p 3 


[Article: “His Highness Prince ‘Abd al-Muhsin Inaugurates Public Transpor- 
tation Services in Eastern Province; Minister of Communications Says: 
‘Modern Communications Network Will Cover All Regions of the Kingdom'") 


{Text} In honor of His Highness Prince ‘Abd al-Muhsin Bin Jalawi, governor 
of the Eastern Province, the Saudi Public Transportation Company inaugurated 
a branch of ite services in the Eastern Province whore it will begin another 
new phase on the road to growth and development. 


Shaykh Husayn Mansur, minister of communications and board chairman of the 
company, says: “The company thus adds a new region to the regions of ite 
activity. At the same time, it approaches with great strides the achievement 
of its final goal, this being coverage of all parte of our beloved kingdom 
with a modern and advanced communications network.” 


Company buses proceeded to take up their regular services in the Eastern 
Province during the first half of Rabi’ lin the first phase of the plan of 
operation. This began with 49 buses distributed among the lines according 
to the importance and residential density of every line. The number of buses 
will be increased according to each line's need. 


At the beginning of the ceremonies, the minister of communications, Shaykh 
Husayn Mansuri, delivered a short speech in which he praised the efforts of 
the company and its services in Riyadh and Mecca, and the response of the 
citizens. Thus, the number of lines operating in Riyadh has increased to ten 
in about six months, and is expected to grow to 15 lines. 


The minister of communications pointed out that the company was able, within 
a short period of time, by the grace of God and the encouragement of the 
government of His Majesty the beloved King, and the acceptance of the gen- 
erous public, to add to its local services express services between and 
within the cities. The modern well-equiped buses began rolling to serve the 
cities of Jiddah, Mecca, Ta'if, and Medina, and to connect them with regular 
express lines. 
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The minister pointes to the success of the company in offering ite services 
during the pilgrimage season this year, and in offering its services in Mecca 
by means of an integrated vetwork of transportation ]'nes which amounted to 
17 lines operating between the various quarters of the city. 


The minister emphasized that the success of the Saudi Public Transportation 
company, its rapid growth, the integration of ite services, and the increase 
of ite users, is indeed due to the grace of God, to the protection and en- 
couragement of the government of His Majesty the beloved King, and to the 
sincere and fruitful cooperation which the various traffic departments have 
offered, in addition to the acceptance and interest of the gracious public. 
All these things spur the company to continue ite efforts co the utmost Limite 
of its capabilities in the service of this vital utility. 


The minister concluded by saying that the company will soon celebrate another 
new start, namely, the beginning of ite services inside the city of Jiddah. 
This will be followed by another step to put ite buses into operation inside 
Medina. Starting express services connecting Riyadh with the Eastern Province, 
the western region, and al-Qasim will follow. 


it will very soon be possible for the company to offer the beioved kingdom 
an integrated network of rapid and comfortable modern commun .cations. 


After the speech of the minister of communications, the buses began rolling 
to render their regular services to the region. 


There are three express lines: between Dammam and Zahran airport; between 
al-Khubar and Dammam; and between al-Khubar and Zahran airport. Local ser- 
vices were started at the same time in Dammam, al-Qatif, al-Khubar, and Zahran. 


As for the express transport lines, these are: Line #51 bewteen Dammam and 
Zahran International Airport, charging 10 riyals; Line #52 between al-Khubar 
and the Zahran airport, charging 5 riyale; and Line #59 between Dammam and 
al-Khubar, charging 10 riyals. 


As for the local buses, they will stop at the stations set up by the company. 
The internal bus lines are: Line #22 from Al-Khubar to Zahran International 
Airport via Al-Thuqba; Line #60 from Dammam to Sayhat via the central hospital; 
Line #62 from Dammam to al-Mafraq via the National Guard; Line #63 from the 
airport to al-Mafraq via the markets; Line #64 from Dammam to al-Mafraq via 
the stadium; and Line $65 from Al-Khubar to al-Mafraq via the Northrop 
Corporation park. 


As the public transportation experiment in the Eastern Province is in its 
beginning, and it is not possible to pass judgement on it at presenc, we wish 
it success, growth, and development, so that it may be able to offer its 
services to the citizens. 
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New Power Station Inaugurated 
Dammam AL-~LQTISAD in Arabic Mar 80 pp 4-5 


[Article: "His Highness the Governor of the Eastern Province Inaugurates 

the Ghuglan Power Station; The Minister of Industry Saya: ‘We Have Been 

Able to Bring Electric Power to More Than Four Million Consumers'; Electricity 
Is to Be Provided to Every Citizen Regardless of His Location") 


[Text] Under the patronage of His Highness Prince ‘Abd al-Muhsin Bin Jalawi, 
governor of the Eastern Province, and in the presence of Dr Ghazi al-Gosaibi, 
the minister of industry and electricity, and Shaykh Mahmud Tibih, governor 
of the Public Electricity Agency and chairman of the board of the United 
Saudi Electric Company, the company held a ceremony in Dammam to inaugurate 
the Ghuzlan Power Station in the Jami'ah region in the Eastern Province. 


Minister Ghazi gave a short address on this occasion. He began by expressing 
gratitude to the governor of the Eastern Province and all those present. He 
then said that the electric power objectives of the Second Five Year Plan 
have been exceeded. He said: "The Second Five Year Plan provided for 
bringing electricity to 3.5 million consumers by the end of the plan. 

This means that what has been achieved during four years has exceeded by 

20 percent what had been planned for the five years." 


Minister Ghazi went on to mention the achievements of the Public Electricity 
Agency since its establishment three years ago, inasmuch as it has been able 
to bring electric power to more than two thousand small towns and villages. 


Dr Ghazi added: "It was decided that the tremendous expansion in services 
cannot be met by small, scant resources. Thus, the state began to merge the 
various electric companies and founded the United Electric Company of the 
Eastern Province." 


Minister Ghazi continued: “However, we do not claim that we have overcome 
[all] the difficulties, for this is not in the nature of things. We are en- 
joying universal development in every area. We are witnessing annual rates 
of growth in consumption of at least 30 percent, and, at times, as much as 
50 to 60 percent, while the rate of growth in world consumption is 5 to 6 
percent. 


It is natural in this situation for us to face growth difficulties, and for 
the citizens in some areas to continue to complain of poor service. However, 
this is, God willing, a passing phase in our history. We will arrive ina 
short time at the point where we will overcome all difficulties." 


Minister Ghazi concluded his speech by praising the United Electric Company 


of the Eastern Province for its fruitful services and for the efforts it has 
exerted. 
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{In @ subsequent talk,] Minister Ghazi spoke about the Second and Third Five- 
Year plans and the projects of [the ministry of] industry and electricity 
saying: "The introduction of electricity into any home means the intro- 
duction of all the technological and scientific accomplishments of this age, 
which make life more wholesome, happier, and more comfortable. The student 
can study his lessons without inconvenience, the lady of the house can do 
her household chores without impediment, and the master of the house can 
follow what is happening in the world around him by way of the radio and 
television. Then you have air conditioning in the summer and heating in 

the winter. No countryman should be denied any of these things in the age 
of comprehensive development in which we live. For this reason, our goal 

in the realm of electricity is to bring electric power to every citizen 
regardless of hie location, in any village, or in any settlement. For we 
believe that the presence of the citizen in an isolated or rural area or in 
a village, must not place him in a state less comfortable than that of his 
counterpart living in the cities. Thus, the electric power plan in the 
kingdom has been based on the objective that electricity be brought to every 
citizen. it is hoped that by the end of the Third Five Year Plan six years 
from now, we will have succeeded in bringing electric power to the great 
majority of citizens. Only simple, uninhabited places would be left. When 
I say electric power, | mean regular electrical power. As for irregular 
electric power from private generators, it exists now everywhere. 


"lL thank God that we have been able in the realm of electricity to exceed 
all the objectives of the Second Five Year Plan, be it in the area of plan- 
ning, in bringing power to new customers, or in the area of connecting the 
regions. We have completed preparations for a comprehensive electric power 
plan for the kingdom for the next 25 years. It is a plan I do not believe 
has a peer for its comprehensiveness, reach, or precision in any country of 
the region. Within the next two weeks, I will examine the details of this 
plan with my colleague, the minister of planning, in preparation for incor- 
porating appropriate aspects of it into defined projects in the Third Five 
Year Plan. 


"I am saying in general, that electric generation according to this plan 

will increase 16-fold during the next 25 years. Reliance will be primarily 

on steam power stations, like those which have opened in the western and east- 
ern regions. As for diesel and gas power stations currently in existence, 
they will automatically be transformed into auxiliary power stations, since 
the basic power will be through the large steam powered stations. 


"During the period of the plan for the next 25 years, electric interconnection 
of all parts of the kingdom will be completed. Thus, it will be possible, 

for example, for the city of Ta'if to be supplied with electric current 
generated in Yanbu’. 


"Naturally, this process is costly. Therefore, it must be carried out in 


stages, and the first stage in the link up will be between the eastern and 
middle regions. 
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"There are problems which the citizen is suffering from, These are due 
basically to the fact that, during the past three years, around 300,000 
housing units have been built by means of loans from the Real Estate 
Development Fund, In many cases, the number of new households which are 
being built surpasses by several times the former size of the city or 
village. Naturally, this intense pressure on all the utilities, and on the 
electric utility in particular, gives rise to complaints by the citizens in 
some regions. We do not deny this. Rather, we achnowledge its existence, 
and are exerting our best efforts to put an end to it. In the main, these 
complaints narrow down to the slowness in bringing in the current, in the 
sense that the person builds a house, then waits several months in some 
cases, 


I hope to advise the citizens by way of the press to begin planning for elec- 
tric power when they begin planning for the construction of the house. That 
is, they should go to the electric company, and be assured as to the regions 
which will get the current. What's happening now 4s that a ¢itizen builds in an 
area outside the network, in an area which he knows electricity has not 
reached, or in an area which he knows cannot take a heavier load. He builds 
without coordination with the electric company, and after he has finished 
constructing his house, he begins demanding connection with the current. Of 
course, bringing in electrical power to a new section is not a haphazard process. 
Rather, it requires planning and study, and requires that the region have 

paved streets. There are a number of conditions for the provision of current 
to the new region. Regrettably, however, the citizens build on any piece of 
land available, and do not begin to think of the subject of electricity 

until after the completion of construction. Their demands and their complaints 
begin right then. 


"In many countries it is not permitted for a person to build until after a 
permit is obtained from the electric company to the effect that electricity 
has reached the region. We, in the kingdom have not imposed this condition 
up to now as a convenience to the citizens. However, we may be obliged to 
lay down a condition of this sort in order to systematize the process. Any 
countryman coordinating with the electric company in his area a sufficient 
time in advance will encounter no difficulty. For this reason, I request 
that our countrymen give some attention to the matter of planning for the 
arrival of electricity to their homes, in order to avoid delay and annoyance 
later." Dr Gusaybi added in his speech that a new industrial zone has been 
established in Al-Hufuf and in Al-Qasim. He said: "We have carried out very 
large expansions in existing industrial zones in Riyadh, Jiddah and Dammam. 
Similarly, auxiliary industrial zones have been established in al-Jubayl and 
Yanbu'. The meaning of this is that, in a short time, the Saudi industrial 
investor will face no difficulty in obtaining sites provided with all utili- 
ties and services for factories. Also, the old center for research has been 
developed into a Saudi firm for consultative services which will be able to 
offer more useful, profound and advanced consultative services. In the do- 
main of the Second Five-Year Plan, we have, thank God, fulfilled all of our 
goals. In the field of basic industries, a Saudi Basic Industries Company 
(SABIC) has been founded. Final agreements for several basic projects have 
been signed: an iron and steel project, a methanol project, and a fertilizer 
project. God willing, during the next two months, we will sign some [additional ] 
final agreements." 
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SAUDI ARABIA 


RESTRICTLONS ON DOING BUSINESS WITH GOVERNMENT LISTED 
Dammam AL~LQTISAD in Arabic Mar 80 p 23 . 
[Article: "Those Prohibited From Dealing With the Government" ] 


[Text] The council of ministers has issued a decree laying down guidelines 
as to who is prohibted from dealing with the government. His Majesty the 
King has approved the decree, and concerned agencies of the state have been 
notified of it. The guidelines define the groups which cannot do business 
with the government as follows: 


1, Employees of the government. Nevertheless, it is permitted for them to 
be entrusted with commercial activities if they have been issued a permit to 
pursue them. Purchase of books authored by government employees is permitted 
directly, or from bookstores. So is the purchase of literary and artistic 
copyrights or literary works from them. 


2. Those imprisoned for a crime during the period of their contracts, The 
decree bans dealing with them until their civil rights are restored according 
to the law. 


3. Those who have not yet reached the age of eighteen. 


4. Those who have had terminated contracts, if the committee designated in 
Article 3 decides that the termina ion calls for prohibiting transactions 
with them, or if a judgement to that effect is issued by a competent judicial 
authority. 


5. Those proven to have resorted to fraud, deception, and trickery in their 
dealings with the ministries, government authorities, or independent public 
agencies. This should be by decision of the committee designated in Article 
3 or by judgement of a competent judicial authority. 


The decree provides that the authorities concerned such as the ministries, 
government departments, and independent public agencies should inform the 
ministry of finai.ce and national economy of the cases of fraud, deception, 
and trickery discovered during or after contractual operations, and of con- 
tract terminations. 
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Article 3 of the decree provides that the ministry of finance will consider 
these cases and complaints submitted by contractors affected by them. A 
committee of neutral Saudi legal advisers will hear the complaint of the 
plaintiff as well as the point of view of the authority which iesued the 
term!nation order, and will then decide the case, 
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SAUDI ARABIA 


BRIEFS 


NEW MINERAL RESOURCES EXPLOITED--Gold production in the region of Mahd al- 
Dhahab, situated at a distance of 280 km east of Jiddah, will begin at the 
end of the current year, according to an announcement by Ghazi Sultan, 
undersecretary for mineral resources of the Suadi ministry of petroleum and 
mineral resources. He said that the huge increase in the price of gold has 
made exploitation of the deposits at Mahd al-Dhehab more attractive. There 
is presently a British company, United Gold Fields, undertaking the devel- 
opment of these deposits on the basis of a concession granted in 1976, of 
which the government foundation Petromine obtained a 50 percent share in 
1979. In relation to the activities of the Saudi-Sudanese company for the 
exploitation of Red Sea resources, the Saudi official mentioned that the 
results of the latest Aneral survey activities have shown that the copper, 
silver, and zinc deposits are commercially exploitable. He also said that it 
is possible to begin the production and exportation at these metals during | 
the present decade. Turning to Al-Dir' al-'Arabi, he said that there is 
evidence of the existence of some radioactive metals, and the announcement 
of more definitive results will come at the end of the winter. [Text] 
[Dammam AL-IQTISAD ir Arabic Mar 80 p 24] 9614 
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